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The New American Standard Bible Update — 1995

Easier toread:
¥ Passages with Old English "thee's" and "thou's" etc. have been updated to modern English.

¥} Words and phrases that could be misunderstood due to changesin their meaning during the past 20 years
have been updated to current English.

J Sentences beginning with "And" have often been retranslated for better English, in recognition of
differencesin style between the ancient languages and modern English. Theoriginal Greek and Hebrew did
not have punctuation as is found in English, and in many cases modern Endlish punctuation serves as a
substitute for "And" in the original. In some other cases, "and" is trandated by a different word such as
"then" or "but" as called for by the context, when the wordin the original language allows such transl ation.

M ore accur ate than ever:
}Recent research on the oldest and best Greek manuscripts of the New Testament has been reviewed, and
some passages have been updated for even greater fidelity to the original manuscripts.

¥ Parallel passages have been compared and reviewed.

¥ Verbsthat have awide range of meaning have been retranslated in some passages to better account for
their use in the context.

And still the NASB:

J TheNASB updateis not achange-for-the-sake-of -changetrandation. Theoriginal NASB standsthe test
of time, and change has been kept to aminimum in recognition of the standard that has been set by the New
American Standard Bible.

¥} The NASB update continuesthe NASB'stradition of literal trandation of the original Greek and Hebrew
without compromise. Changes in the text have been kept within the strict parameters set forth by the
L ockman Foundation's Fourfold Aim.

} Thetransl ators and consultantswho havecontributed to theNA SB updateare conservative Bible scholars
who have doctoratesin Biblica languages, theology, or other advanced degrees. They represent a variety
of denominational backgrounds.

Continuing a tradition:

The original NASB has earned the reputation of being the most accurate English Bible tranglation. Other
translations in recent years have sometimes made a claim to bath accuracy and ease of reading, but any
reader with an eyefor detail eventually discoversthat thesetranslations areconsistentlyinconsistent. While
sometimes literal, they frequently resort to paraphrase of the original, often gaining little in readability and
sacrificingmuch interms of fidelity. Paraphrasing isnot by naure abad thing; it can and should clarify the
meaning of a passage as the trandators understand and interpret. In the end, however, a paraphraseis as
much acommentary on the Bible asitisatrandation. The NASB update carries on the NASB tradition of
being atrue Bible trandati on, revealing what the original manuscripts actually say—not merely what the
trandator believes they mean.

—The Lockman Foundation



A WORD FROM THE AUTHOR: How CAN THISCOMMENTARY HELP YOU?

Biblical interpretation isarational and spiritual process tha attempts to understand an ancient inspired
writer in such away that the message from God may be understood and applied in our day.

Thespiritual processiscrucia but di fficultto define. It doesinvolveayieldednessand opennessto God.
There must be ahunger (1) for Him, (2) to know Him, and (3) to serve Him. This processinvolves prayer,
confession and thewillingnessfor lifestyle change. The Spiritiscrucial intheinterpretive process, but why
sincere, godly Christians understand the Bible differently, isa mystery.

The rational process is easier to desaibe. We must be consistent and fair to the text and not be
influenced by our personal or denominational biases. We areall historically conditioned. None of usare
objective, neutral interpreters. This commentary offers a careful rational process containing three
interpretive principles structured to help us overcame our biases.

First Principle

Thefirst principleisto note the historical setting in which abiblical book waswritten and the particular
historical occasion for itsauthorship. The original author had a purpose, a message to communicate. The
text cannot mean something to us that it never meant to the original, ancient, inspired author. His
intent—not our historical, emotional, cultural, personal or denominational need—isthe key. Application
isan integral partner to interpretation, but proper i nterpretation must always precede application. It must
be reiterated that every biblical text has one and only one meaning. This meaning is what the original
biblical author intended through the Spirit's |eadership to communicate to his day. Thisone meaning may
have many possibleapplications to different cultures and situations. These applications must belinked to
the central truthof the original author. For thisreason, this study guide commentary is designed to provide
an introduction to each book of the Bible.

Second Principle

The second principle is to identify the literary units. Every biblical book is a unified document.
Interpreters have no right to isolate one aspect of truth by excluding others. Therefore, wemust strive to
understand the purpose of the whole biblical book before we interpret the individual literary units. The
individual parts—chapters, paragraphs, or verses—cannot mean what the whole unit does not mean.
Interpretation must move from a deductive approach of the whole to an inductive approach to the parts.
Therefore, this study guide commentary isdesigned to help the student analyze the structure of each literary
unit by paragraphs. Paragraph and chapter divisions are not inspired, but they do aid us in identifying
thought units.

Interpreting at a paragraph level—not sentence, clause, phrase or word level—is the key in following
the biblical author’ sintended meaning. Paragraphs are based on a unified topic, often called the themeor
topical sentence. Every word, phrase, clause, and sentencein the paragraph relates somehow to thisunified
theme. They limitit, expandit, explainit, and/or questionit. A real key to proper interpretation isto follow
the original author's thought on a paragraph-by-paragraph basis through the individual literary units that
make up the biblical book. This study guide commentary is designed to help the student do that by
comparing modern English trandations. These trandations have been selected because they employ
different trandation theories:

A. The United Bible Society's Greek text is the revised fourth edition (UBSY). This text was

paragraphed by modern textual scholars.



B. The New King James Version (NKJV) is a word-for-word literal transation based on the Greek
manuscript tradition known asthe Textus Receptus. Itsparagraph divisionsarelonger than the other
translations. These longer units hd p the student to seethe unified topics

C. The New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) is a modified word-for-word translation. It forms a
midpoint between the following two modern versions. Its paragraph divisions are quite hdpful in
identifying subjects.

D. The Today's English Version (TEV) is adynamic equivalent translation published by the United
Bible Society. It attempts to translate the Bible in such a way that a modern English reader or
speaker can understand the meaning of the Greek text. Often, especially in the Gospels, it divides
paragraphs by speaker rather than by subject, in the same way as the NIV. For the interpreter's
purposes, thisis not helpful . It isinteresting to note that both the UBS* and TEV are published by
the same entity, yet their paragraphing differs.

E. The New Jerusalem Bible (NJB) is a dynamic equivalent translation based on a French Catholic
trandation. Itisvery helpful in comparing the paragraphing from a European perspective.

F. The printed text isthe 1995 Updated New American Standard Bible (NASB), which isaword for
word trand ation. The verse by verse comments fol low this paragraphing.

Third Principle

Thethird principleistoread theBiblein different trandationsin order to grasp thewi dest poss blerange
of meaning (semantic field) that biblical words or phrases may have Often a Greek phrase or word can be
understood in several ways. These different translations bring out these options and help to identify and
explainthe Greek manusaript variations. These do not affect doctrine, but they do help usto try to get back
to the original text penned by an inspired ancient writer.

This commentary offers a quick way for the student to check hisinterpretations. It is not meant to be
definitive, but rather informative and thought-provoking. Often, other possible interpretations help us not
be so parochial, dogmatic, and denominational. Interpreters need to have a larger range of interpretive
options to recognize how ambiguous the ancient text can be. It is shocking how little agreement thereis
among Christians who claim the Bible as their source of truth.

These principles have helped me to overcome much of my historical conditioning by forcing me to
struggle with the ancient text. My hopeisthat it will beablessing to you as well.

Bob Utley
East Texas Baptist University
June 27, 1996



A GUIDE TO GOOD BIBLE READING:
A PERSONAL SEARCH FOR VERIFIABLE TRUTH

Can weknow truth? Whereisit found? Canwelogically verify it? Isthere an ultimate authority? Are
there absolutes which can guide our lives, our world? Isthere meaning to life? Why arewe here? Where
arewe going? These questions—questionsthat all rational people contemplate—have haunted the human
intellect since the beginning of time (Ecd. 1:13-18; 3:9-11). | can remamber my personal search for an
integrating center for my life. | became abeliever in Christ at ayoung age, based primarily on the withess
of significant othersin my family. Asl grew to adulthood, questions about myself and my world also grew.
Simplecultural and religious clichés did not bring meaning to the experiences| read about or encountered.
It was a time of confusion, searching, longing, and often a feeling of hopelessness in the face of the
insensitive, hard world in which | lived.

Many claimed to have answersto these ultimate questions, but after research and reflection | found that
their answers were based upon (1) personal philosophies, (2) ancient myths, (3) personal experiences, or
(4) psychological projections. | needed some degree of verificaion, some evidence, some rationality on
which to base my world-view, my integrating center, my reason to live.

| found these in my study of the Bible. | began to search for evidence of its trustworthiness, which |
found in (1) the historical reliability of the Bible as confirmed by archaeology, (2) the accurecy of the
prophecies of the Old Testament, (3) the unity of the Bible message over the sixteen hundred years of its
production, and (4) the persona testimonies of people whose lives had been permanently changed by
contact with the Bible. Christianity, as a unified system of faith and belief, has the ability to deal with
complex questionsof humanlife. Not only did thisprovidearational framework, but the experiential aspect
of biblical faith brought me emotiond joy and stability.

| thought that | had found the integrating center for my life—Christ, as understood through the
Scriptures. It was aheady experience, an emotional release. However, | can still remember the shock and
pain when it began to dawn on me how many different interpretations of this book were advocated,
sometimes even within the same churches and schools of thought. Affirming the inspiraion and
trustworthiness of the Bible was not the end, but only the beginning. How do | verify or reject the varied
and conflicting interpretations of themany difficult passages in Scripture by those who were claiming its
authority and trustworthiness?

Thistask became my life' sgoal and pilgrimage of faith. | knew that myfaith in Christ had brought me
great peace and joy. My mind longed for some absolutesin the midst of therelativity of my culture and the
dogmatism of conflicting religious systems and denominational arogance. In my search for valid
approachesto theinterpretation of ancient literature, | wassurprised to discover my own historical, culturd,
denominational and experiential biases. | had often read the Bible simplyto reinforcemy ownviews. | used
it as a source of dogma to attack others while reaffirming my own insecurities and inadequacies. How
painful thisrealization was to me!

Although | can never betotally objective, | can become abetter reader of the Bible. | canlimit my biases
by identifying them and acknowledging their presence. | am not yet free of them, but I have confronted my
own weaknesses. Theinterpreter i s often the worst enemy of good Bible reading!

Let me list some of the presuppositions | bring to my study of the Bible so that you, the reader, may
examine them along with me:
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|. Presuppositions

(D) 1 believe the Bible is the sole inspired self-revelation of the one true God. Therefore, it must be
interpreted in light of the intent of the original divineauthor through ahuman writer in a ecific
historical setting.

(2) 1 believethe Biblewaswritten for the common person—for all people! God accommodated Himsel f
to speak to us clearly within ahistorical and cultural context. God does not hide truth—Hewantsus
tounderstand! Therefore, it must beinterpreted in light of itsday, not ours. The Bible cannot mean
to us what it never meant to those who first read or heard it. It is understandable by the average
human mind and usesnormal human communication forms and techniques.

(3) | believe the Bible has a unified message and purpose. It does not contradict itself, though it does
contain difficult and paradoxical passages. Thus, the best interpreter of the BibleistheBibleitself.

(4) 1 believethat every passage (excluding prophesies) has oneand only one meaning based on theintent
of the original, inspired author. Although we can never be absolutely certain we know theoriginal
author’ sintent, many indicators point in its direction:

(a) thegenre (literary type) chosen to express the message

(b) the historical setting and/or specific occasion that elicited the writing

(c) theliterary context of the entire book aswell as each literary unit

(d) thetextua design (outline) of the literary units as they relate to the whole message

(e) the specific grammati cal features employed to communicate the message

(f) thewords chosen to present the message

The study of each of these areas becomes the object of our study of a passage. Before | explan my

methodology for good Bible reading, let me delineate some of the inappropriate methods being used today
that have caused so much diversity of interpretation, and that consequently should be avoided:

[I. Inappropriate Me&hods

(2) Ignoring the literary context of the books of the Bible and using every sentence, clause, or even
individual words as statements of truth unrelated to the author’ s intent or the larger context. This
is often called “ proof-texting.”

(2) Ignoringthe historical setting of the books by substituting a supposed historical setingthat haslittle
or no support from the text itself.

(3) Ignoring the historical setting of the books and reading it as the morning hometown newspaper
written primarily to modern individud Christians.

(4) Ignoring the historical setting of the books by allegorizing the text into a phil osophical/theol ogical
message totally unrelated to the first hearers and the original author’ s intent.

(5) Ignoring the original message by substituting one’s own system of theology, pet doctrine, or
contemporary issue unrel ated to the original author’ s purpose and stated message. Thisphenomenon
often follows the initial reading of the Bible asa means of establishing a speaker’ s authority. This
isoftenreferred to as” reader response” (“what-the-text-means-to-me”) interpretation. At least three
related components may be found in al written human communication:

The The The
Origina : -
Author’s Written Original

Intent Text Recipients
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In the past, different reading techniques have focused on one of the three components. But to truly
affirm the unique inspiration of the Bible, amodified diagram is more appropriate:

TheHoly M anuscript Later
Spirit Variants Believers
The The The
Original Written Original
Author’'s .
Intent Text Recipients

In truth al three components must be included in the interpretive process. For the purpose of
verification, my interpretation focuses on the first two components: the original author and the text. | am
probably reacting to the abuses | have observed: (1) allegorizing or spiritualizing texts and (2) “reader
response” interpretation (what-it-means-to-me). Abuse may occur at each stage. We must always check
our motives, biases, techniques, and applications. But how do we check them if there areno boundariesto
interpretations, no limits, no criteria? Thisiswhere authorial intent and textual structure provide me with
some criteriafor limiting the scope of possible validinterpretations.

In light of these inappropriate reading techniques, what are some possible approaches to good Bible
reading and i nterpretation which offer adegree of verification and consistency?

[11. Possible Approachesto Good Bible Reading
At this point | am not discussing the unique techniques of interpreting specific genres but genera
hermeneutical principlesvalid for all typesof biblical texts. A good book for genre-specific approachesis
How To Read The BibleFor All Its Worth, by Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart, published by Zondervan.
My methodology focusesinitialy on the reader alowing the Holy Spirit to illumine the Bible through
four personal reading cycles. This makes the Spirit, the text and the reader primary, not secondary. This
also protects the reader from being unduly influenced by commentators. | have heard it said: “The Bible
throws alot of light on commentaries.” Thisis not meant to be a depreciating comment about study aids,
but rather a pleafor an appropriate timing for their use.
We must be able to support our interpretations from the text itsdf. Six areas provide at least limited
verification:
(1) historical setting
(2) literary context
(3) grammatical structures(syntax)
(4) contemporary word usage
(5) relevant parallel passages
(6) genre
We need to be able to provide the reasons and logic behind our interpretations. The Bibleisour only
source for faith and practice. Sadly, Christians often disagree about what it teaches or affirms,
The four reading cyclesare designed to provide the following interpretive insights:
(1) Thefirst reading cycle
() Read the book in asingle sitting. Read it again in adifferent tranglaion, preferably from a
different trandation theory
(i) word-for-word (NKJV, NASB, NRSV)
(ii) dynamic equivalent (TEV, NJB)
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(iii) paraphrase (Living Bible, Amplified Bible)
(b) Look for the central purpose of the entire writing. Identify its theme.
(©) Isolate (if possible) a literary unit, a chapter, a paragraph or a sentence which clearly
expresses this central purpose or theme of the entire book.
(d) | dentify the predominant literary genre
(i) Old Testament
1) Hebrew narrative
2) Hebrew poetry (wisdom literature, psalm)
3) Hebrew prophecy (prose, poetry)
4) Law codes
(i) New Testament
1) Narratives (Gaspels, Acts)
2) Parables (Gospds)
3) Letterdepistles
4) Apocayptic literature
(2) The second reading cycle
(a) Read the entire book again, seeking to identify major topics or subjects.
(b) Outline the major tapics and briefly state their contents in a simple statement.
(c) Check your purpose statement and broad outlinewith study aids.
(3) Thethird readingcycle
(d) Readtheentirebook again, seeking toidentify the historical setting and specific occasion for
the writing from the Bible book itself.
(b) List the historical items that are mentioned in the Bible book
(i) the author
(ii) thedate
(iii) therecipients
(iv) the specific reason for writing
(v) aspectsof the cultural setting that relate to the purpose of the writing
(vi) referencestohistorical peopleand events
(c) Expand your outlineto paragraphlevel for that part of the biblical book you are interpreting.
Always identify and outline the literary unit. This may be several chapters or paragraphs.
This enables you to follow the original author’slogic and textual design.
(d) Check your historical setting by using study aids.
(4) Thefourth reading cycle
() Read the specific literary unit again in severa trandations
(i) word-for-word (NKJV, NASB, NRSV)
(i) dynamic equivaent (TEV, NJB)
(iii) paraphrase (Living Bible, Amplified Bible)
(b) Look for literary or grammatical structures
(i) repeated phrases, Eph. 1:6,12,13
(i1) repeated grammatical structures, Rom. 8:31
(iii) contrasting concepts
(c) List thefollowing items
(i) significant terms
(ii) unusual terms
(iii) important grammatical structures
(iv) particularly difficult words, clauses, and sentences



(d) Look for relevant parallel passages
(i) look for the clearest teaching passage on your subject using
a) “systematic theology” books
b) reference Bibles
c) concordances
(ii) Look for a possible paradoxical pair within your subject. Many biblical truths are
presented in dialectical pairs; many denominational conflicts come from proof-texting
half of abiblical tension. All of the Bibleisinspired, and we must seek out its complete
message in order to provide a Scriptural balance to our interpretation.
(iii) Look for parallelswithin the samebook, same author or same genre; the Bible isits own
best interpreter because it has one author, the Spirit.
(e) Use study aidsto check your observations of historical setting and occasion
(i) study Bibles
(ii) Bible encyclopedias, handbooks and dictionaries
(iii) Bibleintroductions
(iv) Bible commentaries (at this point in your study, allow the believing community, past
and present, to aid and correct your personal study.)

V. Application of Bibleinterpretation

At this point we turn to application. You have taken the time to understand the text in its original
setting; now you must apply it to your life, your culture. | define biblical authority as* understanding what
the original biblical author was saying to his day and applying that truth to our day.”

Application must follow interpretation of the original author’ sintent both intimeand logic. We cannot
apply aBible passage to our own day until weknow what it was saying to itsday! A Bible passage cannot
mean what it never meant!

Y our detailed outline, to paragraph level (reading cycle #3), will be your guide. Application should be
made at paragraphlevel, not word level. Words have meaning only in context; dauses have meaning only
in context; sentences have meaning only in context. The only inspired pa'son involved in the interpretive
process is the origina author. We only follow his lead by the illumination of the Holy Spirit. But
illumination is not inspiration. To say “thus saiththe Lord,” we must abide by the original author’ sintent.
Application must relate specifically to the general intent of the whole writing, the specific literary unit and
paragraph level thought devd opment.

Do not let the issues of our day interpret the Bible; let the Bible speak! This may require us to draw
principles from the text. This is valid if the text supports a principle. Unfortunately, many times our
principles are just that, “our” principles—not the text’s principles.

In applying the Bible, it isimportant to remember that (except in prophecy) one and only one meaning
isvalidfor aparticular Bibletext. That meaningisrelated to theintent of the original author ashe addressed
acrisis or need in his day. Many possible applications may be derived from this one meaning. The
applicati on will be based on the recipients’ needs, but it must be related to the original author’s meaning.

V. The Spiritual Aspect of Interpretation

So far | have dscussed the logical process involved in interpretation and application. Now let me
discuss briefly the spiritual aspect of interpretation. The following checklist has been helpful for me:

(1) Pray for the Spirit's help (cf. | Cor. 1:26-2:16).

(2) Pray for personal forgiveness and cleansing from known sin (cf. | John 1:9).

(3) Pray for agreater desire to know God (cf. Ps. 19:7-14; 42:1ff; 119:1ff).
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(4) Apply any new insight immediately to your own life.

(5) Remain humble and teachable.

It is so hard to keep the balance between thelogical process and the spiritual leadership of the Holy
Spirit. The following quotes have helped me balance the two:

(1) from JamesW. Sire, Scripture Twisting, pp. 17-18:

“The illumination comes to the minds of God’s people—not just to the spiritual elite.
There is no guru classin biblical Christianity, no illuminati, no people through whom all
proper interpretation must come. And so, whilethe Holy Spirit givesspedal giftsof wisdom,
knowledge and spiritual discernment, He does nat assign these gfted Christians to be the
only authoritative interpreters of HisWord. It is up to each of His peopleto learn, to judge
and to discern by reference to the Bible which stands asthe authority even to those towhom
God has given specia abilities. To summarize, the assumption | am making throughout the
entire book is that the Bible is God' s true revelation to al humanity, that it is our ultimate
authority on all matters about which it speaks, that it is not a total mystery but can be
adequately understood by ordinary people in every culture.”

(2) on Kierkegaard, found in Bernard Ramm, Protestant Biblical Interpretation, p. 75:

According to Kierkegaard the grammatical, lexical, and historical study of the Bible was
necessary, but preliminary, to thetruereading of the Bible “ To read the Bibleas God' sword
one must read it with his heart in his mouth, on tip-toe, with eager expectancy, in
conversation with God. To read the Bible thoughtlessly or carelessly or academically or
professionallyisnot to read the Bibleas God’ sWord. Asonereadsit asaloveletter isread,
then onereads it as the Word of God.”

(3) H. H. Rowley in The Relevance of the Bible, p. 19:

“No merely intellectual understanding of the Bible, however complete, can possessall its
treasures. It does not despise such understanding, for it is essential to a complete
understanding. But it must lead to aspiritual understanding of the spiritual treasures of this
book if it is to be complete And for that spiritual understanding something more than
intellectual alertness isnecessary. Spiritual things are spiritually discerned, and the Bible
student needs an atitude of spiritual receptivity, an eagernessto find God that he may yield
himself to Him, if heisto pass beyond his scientific study unto the richerinheritance of this
greatest of all books.”

VI. ThisCommentary’s Method

The Sudy Guide Commentary is designed to aid your interpretive procedures in the following ways:
(1) A brief historical outline introduces each book. Check this information after you have completed
“reading cycle #three."
(2) Contextual insights are found at the beginning of each chapter. This will help you see how the
literary unit is structured.
(3) At the beginning of each chapter or major literary unit the paragraph divisions and their descriptive
captions are provided from several modern translaions:
(& The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update (NASB)
(b) The New King James Version (NKJV)
(c) The New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
(d) Today’s English Version (TEV)
(e) The New Jerusalem Bible (N JB)
Paragraph divisions are not inspired. They must be ascertained from the context. By comparing
several modern trand ations from differing translation theories and theol ogical perspectives, we are
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ableto analyzethe supposed structure of theoriginal author’ sthought. Each paragraph has onemajor
truth. This has been called “the topical sentence” or “the central idea of the text.” This unifying
thought is the key to proper historical, grammatical interpretation. One should never interpret,
preach, or teach on less than a paragrgph! Also remember that each paragraph is related to its
surrounding paragraphs. Thisiswhy aparagrgoh-level outline of the entire book isso important. We
must be ableto follow thelogical flow of the subject being addressed by the original inspiredauthor.
(4) The notes follow a verse-by-verse approach to interpretation. This forces us to follow the original
author’ s thought. The notes provide information from several aress:
(a) literary context
(b) historical, cultural insights
(b) grammatical information
(d) word studies
(e) relevant parallel passages
(5) At certain pointsin the commentary, the printed text of the New American Standard Version (1995
update) will be supplemented by the translations of several other modern versions
(& The New King James Vasion (NKJV), which follows the textual manuscripts of the “ Textus
Receptus.”
(b) The New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), which is a word-for-word revision from the
National Council of Churches of the Revised Standard Version.
(c) The Today’s English Version (TEV), which is a dynamic equvaent transation from the
American Bible Society.
(d) The New Jerusalem Bible (NJB), which is an English translation based on a French Catholic
dynamic equivalent trandlation.
(6) For thosewho do not read Greek, comparing English translations can help in identifying problems
in the text
(a) manuscript variations
(b) alternate word meanings
(c) grammatically difficult texts and structure
(d) ambiguous texts
Although the English trandations cannot solve these problems, they do target them as places for
deeper and more thorough study.
(7) Atthecloseof each chapter, relevant discussion questions are provided which attempt to target the
major interpretive issues of that chapter.
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OPENING STATEMENTSON THE STUDY OF GENESIS 1-11

How is Genesis 1-11 related to modern western science?

1.
2.

totally antagonistic
total agreement

3. points of similarity

Science is aresearch method. It isamodern phenomenon but is always changing in light of

new knowledge. God as creator and God as savior are held together by the “two books,” nature
(natural revelation) and Scripture (special revelation). God wrote both! They do not disagree!

How does Genesis 1-11 rd ae to modern history?

1.

Eastern and western literary genres are different. Not true or false, not right or wrong, but
different. Genesis1-11ispre-history. Itiscrucia theologically, but somewhat veiled. Veiled
in literary genre, veiled in historical drama, veiled asisthe end of history (i.e. Revelation).
Chrigtianity, as Judaism, is a historically based religion. It stands or falls on its historical
events. However, some events (i.e. Gen. 1-11) are beyond our comprehension, so they are
communicated in ways we can relate to (i.e. accommodation). Thisisnotin any way to deny
their trustworthiness, but to emphasize their theological purpose.

Genesisis set within a “historical” frame of reference. We can document obvious links
beginning with chapter 12 (i.e. nuzi and Mari Tablets). However, chapters 1-11 are beyond
our historical confirmation and genre identification.

How does Genesis 1-11 relate to literature?

1.

There are pardlels of chapters 1-2, 3, and 6-9 from Mesopotamian sources. Often

terminology, details, and story line are similar. However, the Bible's monotheism and the

dignity of humanity are unique.

There are at least two dangers in approaching the Bible as literaure.

a. Asliteratureit ismythological, totally non-historical.

b. Asliteratureitislitaal, nofigurative language no eastern genres, no dramatic, parabolic
events.

c. God has deliverad a self-revelaion using human language, andogies, and negations. It
istrue and trustworthy, but not exhaustive.

How do we interpret Genesis 1-117?

1.

2.

How it all began and how it will all end are veiled (Genesis 1-11 and Revelation, i.e. we see
through a glass darkly).

We have all the truths needed to respond to God and to understand the Bible. But, we do not
have exhaustive, literal, complete facts. We have theologically selective and interpreted
events.

We must view Genesis 1-11 through

a. literary genre

b. theological emphasis

C. historical events

d. modern western science/culture/biases

We all stand before the Bible (i.e. God's revelation) and are judged by it. It is beyond our
reason, but we must understand it to respond to it. Believers interpret it differently (some



poorly), but al areresponsiblefor the truthstheyunderstand. It reveals God; it revealshuman
rebellion; it revealsredemption. Our eternitiesarerelated to thesetruths, not the how and why
of creation and the events of Gen. 1-11. They are primarily the who and why, which are so
crucial.

God have mercy on us al (and He has)!



INTRODUCTION TO GENESIS
I. NAME OF THE BOOK

A. InHebrew (i.e. The Masoretic Text) it isthefirst word of the book, bereshith, "in the beginning" or
"by way of begnning."

B. From the Greek Bible (i.e. Septuagint translation), it is Genesis, which means "beginning” or
"origin," which was taken from Gen. 2:4a. This may be the author's key "outline-phrase” or
colophon to link the different theological biographiestogether asthe Babylonian cuneiform writers
did. Thiskey outline phrase functions as a summation, not an introduction.

[I. CANONIZATION

A. Thisisthefirst book of thefirst section of the Hebrew canon called "The Torah" or "teachings' or
"Law."

B. Thissection in the Septuagint is known as the Pentateuch (i.e. five scrolls).
C. Itissometimescalled "The Five Books of Moses" in English.

D. Genesis-Deuteronomy isacontinuous account by (or edi ted by) Moses concerning creati on through
Moses lifetime.

[11. GENRE - The book of Genesisis primarily theological, historical narrative but it also includesother
types of literary ganre:

A. Historical drama- examples: 1: 2-3

B. Poetry - examples: 2:23; 4:2; 8:22

C. Prophecy - examples. 3:15; 49:1ff (also poetic)
IV.AUTHORSHIP

A. TheBibleitself doesnot namethe author (asistrue of many OT books). Genesishasno "I" sections
like Ezra, Nehemiah, or "we" sedions like Acts.

B. Jewish tradition:

1. Ancient Jewish writers say Moses wrote it:
a. Ben Sirah’sEcclesiasticus, 24:23, written about 185 B.C.
b. The Baba Bathra 14b, a part of the Talmud
c. Philo of Alexandria, Egypt, a Jewish philosopher, living about 20 B.C. to A.D. 42
d. Flavius Josephus, a Jewish historian, living about A.D. 37-70

2. Thiswas arevelation to Moses
a. Mosesissaid to have written for the people:

(1) Exodus 17:14



(2) Exodus 24:4, 7
(3) Exodus 34:27, 28
(4) Numbers 33:2
(5) Deuteronomy 31:9, 22, 24-26
b. Godissaid to have spoken through Moses to the people:
(1) Deuteronomy 5:4-5, 22
(2) Deuteronomy 6:1
(3) Deuteronomy 10:1
c. Mosesissaid to have spoken the words of the Torah to the people:
(1) Deuteronomy 1:1, 3
(2) Deuteronomy 5:1
(3) Deuteronomy 27:1
(4) Deuteronomy 29:2
(5) Deuteronomy 31:1, 30
(6) Deuteronomy 32:44
(7) Deuteronomy 33:1
3. OT authors attribute it to Moses:
Joshua 8:31
Il Kings 14:6
Ezra6:18
Nehemiah 8:1; 13:1-2
I Chronicles 25:4; 34:12; 35:12
Daniel 9:11
Malachi 4:4
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C. Chrigtian tradition
1. Jesus attributes quotes from the Torahto Moses:
a. Matthew 8:4; 19:8
b. Mark 1:44; 7:10; 10:5; 12:26
c. Lukeb5:14; 16:31; 20:37; 24:27, 44
d. John5:46-47; 7:19, 23
2. Other N.T. authors attribute quotes from the Torah to Moses:
Luke 2:22
Acts 3:22; 13:39; 15:1, 15-21; 26:22; 28:23
Romans 10:5, 19
| Corinthians 9.9
Il Corinthians 3:15
Hebrews 10:28
0. Revelation 15:3
3. Most early Church Fathers accepted Mosaic authorship. However, Ireneaus, Clement of
Alexandria, Origen and Tertullian all had questions about Moses relationship to the current
canonical form of Genesis (cf. D. 2. on page 3).

0 Q0T

D. Modern Scholarship
1. Therehaveobviouslybeen someeditorid additionstothe T orah (seemingly. to maketheancient
work more understandable to contemporary readers, which was a characteristic of Egyptian
scribes):
a Genesis12:6; 13:7; 14:14; 21:34; 32:32; 36:31; 47:11
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Exodus 11:3; 16:36

Numbers 12:3; 13:22; 15:22-23; 21:14-15; 32:33ff

Deuteronomy 3:14; 34.6

Ancient scribeswere highly trained and educated. Their techniques, however, differed from

country to country:

(1) InMesopotamia, they were careful not to change anything, and evenchecked theirworks
for accuracy. Hereisan ancient Sumerian scribal footnote: “the work is complete from
beginning to end, has been copied, revised, compared, and verified sign by sign” from
about 1400 B. C.

(2) In Egypt they fredy revised ancient textsto update them for contemporary readers. The
scribes at Qumran (i.e. Dead Sea Scrolls) followed this approach.

. Scholars of the 19th century theorized that the Torah is a composite document from many
sources over an extended period of time (Graff-Wellhausen). This theory was based on:
a. thedifferent namesfor God

b.
C.
d.

apparent doubletsin the text
the literary form of the accounts
the theol ogy of the accounts

. Supposed sources and dates:
a. J source (use of YHWH from southern Isragl) - 950 B.C.

b.

1))

E source (use of Elohim from northern Israel) - 850 B.C.

c. JEcombined - 750B.C.
d.

D source ("The Book of the Law," 1l Kgs. 22:8, discovered during Josiah's reform while
remodeling the Temple was supposedly the book of Deuteronomy, written by an unknown
priest of Josiah'stime to support hisreform.) - 621 B.C.
P source (priestly rewrite of OT, especially ritual and procedure) - 400 B.C.
There have obviously been editorial additionsto the Torah. The Jews assert that it was
(1) The High Priest (or another of hisfamily) at the time of the writing
(2) Jeremiah the Prophet
(3) Ezrathe Scribe- 1V Esdras saysherewrote it because the originalswere destroyedin the
fall of Jerusalem in586 B.C.
However, the J. E. D. P. theory says more about our modern literary theories and categories
than evidence from the Torah (R. K. Harrison, Introduction to the Old Testament, pp. 495-
541 and Tyndale's Commentaries, "Leviticus' pp. 15-25).
Characteristics of Hebrew Literature
(1) Doublets, like Gen. 1 & 2, are common in Hebrew. Usually a general description is
given, followed by aspecific acoount. Thismay have been away to accent truthsor hdp
oral memory.
(2) The ancient rabbis said the two most common names for God have theological
significance:
(@) YHWH - the Covenant namefor deity asHerelatestol srael as Savior and Redeemer
(cf. Ps. 19:7-14; 103).
(b) Elohim - deity as Creator, Provider, and Sustainer of al lifeon earth (cf. Ps. 19:1-6;
104).
(c) Other ancient Near Eastern texts use sevaral names to describe their high god (cf.
Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties by Gleason L. Archer, p. 63).
(3) Itiscommonin non-biblical near eastern literature for avariety of stylesand vocabulary
to occur in unified literary works (cf. R. K. Harrison, pp. 522-526).



E. The evidence from ancient near eastern literature implies that Moses used written cuneiform
documents or Mesopotamian style (patriacchal) oral traditions to write Genesis. Thisin no way
meansto imply alessening of inspiration but isan attempt to explain the literary phenomenon of the
book of Genesis(cf. P. J. Wiseman’sNew Discoveriesin Babylonia about Genesis). Beginningin
Gen. 37, amarked Egyptian influence of style, form and vocabulary seems to indicate M oses used
either literary productionsor oral traditionsfromthelsradites daysin both Egypt and M esopotamia.
Moses forma education was entirely Egyptian! The exact literary formation of the Pentateuch is
uncertain. | believe that Moses is the compiler and author of the vast majority of the Pentateuch,
though he may have used scribesand/or written and oral (patriarchal) traditions. Hiswritings have
been updated by later scribes. The historicity and trustworthiness of thesefirst few books of the OT
have been il lustrated by modern archaeol ogy.

F. Thereisan emerging theory that there werescribes (in different parts of Israel) workingon different
parts of the Pentateuch at the same time under the direction of Samuel (cf. I Sam. 10:25). This
theory wasfirst proposed by E. Robertson’s The Old Testament Problem.

V. DATE

A. Genesiscoverstheperiod from the creation of the cosmosto Abraham'sfamily. Itispossibleto date
Abraham’s lifefrom secular literature of the period. Theapproximatedate would be 2000B. C., the
second millennium B. C. The basisfor thisis
1. father acted as priest to family (like Job)

2. lifewas nomadic following herds and flocks
3. migration of Semitic peoples during this period

B. Theearly eventsof Genesis1-11 aretrue historical events(possibly higorical drama) but undatable
by current available knowledge.

1. | personally have come to accept the earth’s age as several billion years (cf. Hugh Ross’ The
Genesis Question and Creation and Time).

2. However, | dso believeinthe special creation of Adam and Eve a amuch later period (possibly
10,000-8,000B.C.). It seamnsto methat Gen. 1-11 ispresented ina“historical” framework, but
the historical aspectisfuzzy at the beginning(i.e. Gen. 1-3) and end (i.e. Revelation). Adamand
Eve’ schildren start the civilizations of Mesopotamia (i.e. chapter 4). If thisframework isto be
maintained then Adam is a modern (homo sapien) and not a primitive home erectus. If thisis
true then there must be an evolutionary development in hominids as well as a special creation
by God at amuch later paintintime. 1 am not completely comfortablewith this, but it isthe best
| can do with my current understanding of the Bible and science.

C. It must beremembered when studying Genesisthat the historical eventsare recorded by Moseswho
led the people of God out of Egyptin either (1) 1445B. C., based on | Kings6:1; or (2) 1290B. C.,
based on evidence from modern archaeology. Theaefore, either by oral tradition, unknown written
sources, or direct divinerevelation, Mosesrecords "how it all began” focusing on“who” and “why,”
not “how” and “when”!

VI. SOURCES FOR CORROBORATING THE HISTORICAL SETTING

A. Other Biblical books
1. Creation - Psalms 8; 19; 33; 50; 104; 148
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2. Abraham'stime - Job

B. Archaeological sources

1. Earliest known literary paralel of the cultural setting of Genesis 1-11 is the Ebla cuneiform
tablets from northern Syria dating about 2500 B.C., written in Akkadian.

2. Creation
a. Theclosest M esopotamian account dealing with creation, Enuma Elish, dati ng from (1) N1V

Study Bible, about 1900-1700 B.C. or (2) John H. Walton’s Ancient IsraeliteLiteraturein

Its Cultural Context, p. 21, about 1000 B.C. It was found in Ashurbanipal's library at

Nineveh and other copies were found at several other places. There are seven cuneiform

tablets written in Akkadian that describe creation by Marduk.

(1) Thegods, Apsu (fresh water—male) and Tiamat (salt water—female) had unruly, noisy
children. Thesetwo gods tried to slence the younger gods.

(2) One of Ea and Damkina’s children, Marduk (the chief god of the emerging city of

Babylon), defeats Tiamat. He formed the earth and sky from her body.

(3) Ea formed humanity from another defeated god, Kingu, who was the male consort of

Tiamat after the death of Apsu. Humanity came from Kingu's blood.

(4) Marduk was made chief of the Babylonian pantheon.

b. "The creation seal" is a cuneiform taldet which is a picture of a naked man and woman
beside a fruit tree with a snake wrapped around the tree's trunk and positioned over the
woman's shoulder asif talking to her.

The conservative Professor of Archaeol ogy a Wheaton College, Alfred J. Hoerth, says
that the seal is now interpreted as referring to prostitution. Thisis a good example of how
artifacts from the past are interpreted differently by individuals and through time. This
particular piece of evidence must be re-eval uated.

3. Creation and Flood - "The Atrahasis Epic" records the rebellion of the lesser gods because of
overwork and the creation of seven human couples (from clay, blood, and saliva) to perform the
duties of these lesser gods. Humans were destroyed because of: (1) over population and (2)
noise. Human beings were reduced in number by a plague, two famines and finally a flood,
planned by Enlil. Atrahasisbuildsaboat and bringsanimalsonboardin order to savethem from
the waters. These mgor events are seen in the same order in Genesis 1-8. This cuneiform
composition dates from about the same time as Enuma Elish and the Gilgamesh Epic, about
1900-1700 B. C. All arein Akkadian.

4. Noah'sflood
a. A Sumerian tablet from Nippur, called Eridu Genesis, dating from about 1600 B.C., tells

about Ziusudra and a coming flood.

(1) Enka, the water god, warns Ziusudra of a coming flood.

(2) Ziusudra, aking-priest, believesthisrevelation and builds ahuge square boat and stocks
it with all kinds of seeds.

(3) Theflood lasted seven days.

(4) Ziusudra opened awindow on the boat and released several birdsto seeif dry land had
appeared.

(5) He also offered a sacrifice of an ox and sheep when he left the boat.

b. A composite Babylonian flood account from four Sumerian tabl ets, known asthe Gilgamesh
Epic originally dating from about 2500-2400 B.C., although the written compositeform in
cuneiform Akkadian, is much later (ca. 1900-1700 B.C.). It tells about a flood survivor,
Utnapishtim, who tells Gilgamesh, the king of Uruk, how he survived the great flood and
was granted eternal life.



(1) Ea, the water god, warns of a coming flood and tells Utnapishtim (Babylonian form of
Ziusudra) to build a boat.

(2) Utnapishtim and his family, along with selected heding plants, survived the flood.

(3) The flood lasted seven days.

(4) The boat came to rest in northern Persia, on Mt. Nisir.

(5) He sent out 3 different birds to see if dry land had yet appeared.

The Mesopotamian literature which describes an ancient flood are all drawving from the same

source. The names often vary, buttheplotisthe same. Anexampleisthat Zivusudra, Atrahasis

and Utnapishtim all represent the same human king.

The historical parallelsto the early events of Genesis can be explained in light of mankind’s pre-

dispersion (Genesis 1-11) knowledge and experience of God. Thesetrue historical core memories

have been elaborated and mythologicalized into the current flood accounts common throughout
theworld. The same can also be said not only of creation (Gen.1,2) andthe Flood (Gen. 6-9) but

also of human and angelic unions (Genesis 6).

Patriarch’'s Day (Middle Bronze)

a. Mari tablets - cuneiform legal (Ammonite culture) and persond textsin Akkadian from about
1700 B.C.

b. Nuzi tablets - cuneiform archives of certain families (Horite or Hurrian culture) written in
Akkadian from aout 100 miles SE of Nineveh about 1500-1300 B.C. They record family and
business procedures. For further specific examples, see John H. Walton’s Ancient Israelite
Literatureinits Cultural Context, pp. 52-58.

c. Alalak tablets - cuneform texts from Northern Syriafrom about 2000 B.C.

d. Some of the names found in Genesisare recorded as place names in the Mari Tablets: Serug,
Peleg, Terah, and Nahor. Other biblical names were also common: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
Laban, and Joseph. This shows that biblical names fit this time and place.

"Comparativehistoriographic gudieshave shown that,al ong withthe Hittites, theancient Hebrews

werethe most accurate, objective and responsiblerecorders of near eastern history.” R. K Harrison,

Biblical Criticism, p 5.

Archaeology has proven to be so helpful in establishing the historicity of the Bible. However, a

word of caution is necessary. Archaeology is not an absolutely trustworthy guide because of

a. poor techniques in early excavaions

b. various, very subjective interpretations of the artifacts that have been discovered

c. no agreed-upon chronology of the ancient Near East (although one is being developed from
tree rings and pottery).

C. Egyptian creation accounts can be found in John H. Walton’s, Ancient Israelite Literature in Its
Cultural Context (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1990) pp. 23-24, 32-34.

1.

2.
3.

In Egyptian literature, creation began with an unstructured, chaotic, primeval water. Creation was
seen as a developing structure (hill) out of watery chaos.

In Egyptian literature from Memphis, creation occurred by the spoken word of Ptah.

Each of the major cities of Egypt had separate traditions emphasizing their patron deities.

D. The addresses of evangelical groups on cosmology:

1.

Institute for Creation Research (Y oung Earth—catastrophe theory)
P. O. Box 2667

El Cajon, CA 92021-0667

Reasons to Believe (Old Earth—uniformitarian geology theory)
P. O. Box 5978

Pasadena, CA 91117



VII.LITERARY UNITS (CONTEXT)

A. Outline based on Moses' use of the phrase “the generations of” (toledoth):

1. origins of heaven and earth, 1:1-2:3
2. origins of humanity, 2:4-4:26
3. generations of Adam, 5:1-6:8
4. generations of Noah, 6:9-9:17
5. generations of the sons of Noah, 10:1-11:9
6. generationsof Shem, 11:10-26
7. generations of Terah (Abraham), 11:27-25:11
8. generations of Ishmael, 25:12-18
9. generations of Isaac, 25:19-35:29

10. generations of Esau, 36:1-8

11. generations of the sons of Esau, 36:9-43

12. generationsof Jacob, 37:1-50:26 (#1-11 have a Mesopotamian literary background but #12 has

an Egyptian literary flavor.)

B. Theological outline:
1. creation for man and of man, 1-2
2. mankind and credion fall
3. results of the Fall (4-11)
evil affects Cain and his family
evil affects Sethand his family
evil affects everyone
great flood
evil still present inNoah's family
mankind still in rebellion; the tower of Babel
g. God sdispersion
4. aman for al men (3:15), 12-50
a. Abraham (12:1-3), 11:27-23:20
b. lIsaac, 24:1-26:35
c. Jacab, 27:1-36:4
(1) Judah (the line of the Messiah)
(2) Joseph (double land inheritance), 37:1-50:26
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VIIT. MAIN TRUTHS

A. How did it all begin?

1. It beganwith God (Genesis1-2). The Bible'sworld-view isnot polytheism but monotheism. It
does not focus on the "how" of creation but on the "who." It is short, but so powerful in its
presentation. The Bible's thedogy was tataly uniquein its day though some of the words,
patterns of activities, and topics are found in other Mesopotamian literature.

2. Godwanted fd lowship. Thecreation isonly a stage for God tofellowship with man. Thisisa
“touched planet” (cf. C. S. Lewis).

3. Thereisno possibility of understanding the rest of the Bible without Genesis 1,2-4 and 11-12.

4. Humans must respond by faith to what they understand of God's will (Gen. 15:6 and Rom. 4).



B. Why istheworld so evil and unfair? It was"very good" (1:31), but Adam and Eve sinned (cf. Gen.
3; Rom. 3:9-18,23; 5:17-21). Theterrible results are dovious:

Cain kills Abel (chap. 4)

revenge of Lamech (4:23)

unlawful unions (6:1-4)

wickedness of man (6:5,11-12; 8:21)

the drunkenness of Noah (9)

the Tower of Babel (11)

the polytheism of Ur (11)

NoghrwdrE

C. How isGod goingto fix it?

1. Messiah will comefor al humans (3:15)

2. God calsonetocdl al (Gen. 12:1-3 and Exod. 19:5-6)

3. God iswilling to work with fallen mankind (Adam, Eve, Cain, Noah, Abraham, the Jews and
Gentiles) and by His grace provides
a. promises
b. covenants (unconditional and condtional)
c. sacrifice
d. worship

READING CYCLE ONE (seep. vi)

Thisisastudy guide commentary, which means that you are responsible for your own interpretation of
the Bible. Each of usmugt wak inthelight we have. You, the Bible, and the Holy Spirit are priority in
interpretation. Y ou must not relinquish this to a commentator.

Read theentirebiblical book at onesitting. Statethecentral theme of the entire book in your ownwords.

1. Theme of entire book

2. Typeof literature (genre)

READING CYCLE TWO (seepp. Vi-vii.)

Thisis astudy guide commentary, which meansthat you are responsible for your own interpretation of
the Bible. Each of us must walk in thelight we have. You, the Bible, and the Holy Spirit are priority in
interpretation. Y ou must not relinquish this to a commentator.

Read the entire biblical book a second time at one sitting. Outline the main subjects and express the
subject in a single sentence.

1. Subject of firstliterary unit
2. Subject of second literary unit

3. Subject of third literary unit
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4. Subject of fourth literary unit

5. Etc.
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GENESIS 1:1-2:3

PARAGRAPH DIVISIONS OF MODERN TRANSLATION

NASB NKJIV NRSV TEV NJB
The History of Creation The Story of Creation The Story of Creation The Creation of the World
(1:1-2:3) (1:2-2:7) (1:1-2:4a) (1:1-2:4a)
1:1-5 1:1-5 1:1-5 1:1-5 1:1-2
1:3-5
1:6-8 1:6-8 1:6-8 1:6-8 1:6-8
1:9-13 1:9-13 1:9-13 1:9-13 1:9-10
1:11-13
1:13-19 1:14-19 1:14-19 1:14-19 1:14-19
1:20-23 1:20-23 1:20-23 1:20-23 1:20-23
1:24-25 1:24-25 1:24-25 1:24-25 1:24-25
1:26-31 1:26-28 1:26-31 1:26-2:4a 1:26-27
1:28-31
1:29-31
2:1-3 2:1-3 2:1-3 2:1-3
2:4-7 2:4a 2:4a

READING CYCLE THREE (seep. vii)
FOLLOWING THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR' SINTENT AT THE PARAGRAPH LEVEL

Thisisastudy guidecommentary, which means that you are responsible for your own interpretation of
the Bible. Each of us must walk in the light we have. Y ou, the Bible, and the Holy Spirit arepriority in
interpretation. Y ou must not relinquish this to a commentator.

Read the chapter in one sitting. Identify the subjects. Compareyour subject divisions with the five
trandations above. Paragraphing isnot inspired, but itisthe key to following the original author’ sintent,
which isthe heart of interpretation. Every paragraph has one and only one subject.

1. First paragraph

* Although not inspired, paragraph divisions are the keysin understanding and following the original author'sintent. Each modern
translation has divided and summarized chapter one. Each version encapsulates that topic in its own distinct way. Asyou read the
text ask yourself which translation fits your understanding of the subject and verse divisions.

In every chapter you must read the Biblefir st and try to identify its subjects (paragraphs). T hen compare your understanding with
the modern versions. Only when we understand the original author's intent by following his logic and presentation can we truly
understand the Bible. Only the original author isinspired—readers have no right to change or modify the message. Bible readers do
have the responsibility of applying the inspired truth to their day and their lives.

Note that all technical terms and abbreviations are explained fully in Appendices One, Two, Three and Four.

12



2. Second paragraph

3. Third paragraph

4. Etc.

OPENING STATEMENTS

A.

Studying Genesis 1-11 is difficult because:
1. weareall affected by our own cultures and denominational training
2. today several pressures consciously and subconsciously affect our view of “the beginnings”

a

b.

© Qo0

modern science

the history of interpretation
Judaism

early church

etc.

3. thls opening literary unit of the Bible is presented as history, but several things surprise the
interpreter

a

f.

eastern literary techniques (two apparent acoounts of creation)

b. unusual events

c. woman created from a“rib”
d.
e

atalking snake
aboat with all the animals on board for a year
several word plays on the names of the main characters (cf. K. 3)

4. Christians need to be reminded of how the NT reinterprets Gen. 1and 2 in light of Christ. Heis
the Father’ s agent in creation (cf. John 1:3,10; | Cor. 8:6; Heb. 1:2), of both the visible and the
invisiblerealm (cf. Col. 1:16). This new revelation shows the need to be cautious of literalism
in Gen. 1-3. Therefore, the Trinity isinvolved in creation.

1.
2.
3.

God the Father in Genesis 1:1
God the Spirit in Genesis 1.2
God the Soninthe NT.

This may explan the PLURALS in Genesis 1:26; 5:1,3; 9:6

. Genesis1-11isnot ascientific document, but in somewaysmodern science parallelsits presentation

(order of creation and geological levds). Itisnot anti-scientific but pre-scientific. It presentstruth:
1. from an earth perspective
2. from aphenomendogical perspective (i.e. the five senses)
It has functioned as arevealer of truth for many cultures over many years. It presentstruth to a
modern scientific culture but without specific explandion of events.

It is amazingly succinct, beautifully described and artistically structured.
1. thingsdivide
2. thingsdevelop

. The keysto its understanding are found in

1. itsgenre
2. itsrelation to its own day
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3. itsstructure

4. itsmonotheism

5. itstheological purpose

Interpretation must balance:

1. anexegesisof the verses

2. asystematic understanding of all Scripture

3. genre specificity
It reveals the origin of physical things (“and it was good”) and the corruption o these things.
In many ways the Christ event isanew creation and Jesusisthe new Adam (cf. Rom. 5:12-21).
Thenew age may bearestoration of the garden of Eden and itsintimatefellowship with God and
the animals (compare Gen. 1-2 with Rev. 21-22).

E. The great truth of this chapter is not how, but who, moving rapidly toward why!

F. Genesis reflects true knowledge but not exhaustive knowledge. It is given to us in ancient
(Mesopotamian) thought forms, but it is infallible truth. It is related to its day, but it is totally
unique. It speaks of theinexpressible, yet it speakstruly. Basicallyitisaworld-view (who), not a
world-picture (how).

G. Without Genesis 1-3 the Bibleisincomprehensible. Notice how quickly the story moves from God
to Israel. Creation forms an integral but passing piece of the account of God's choice of Isragl for
the purpose of world-wide redemption (cf. Gen. 3:15; 12:3 and John 3:16).

H. Your answer to thequestion, “What is the purpose of Inspiration and Revelation?’ will affect the
way you see Genesis 1. If you see the purpose as the impartation of facts aout creation, you will
view it one way (i.e. propositional truths). If you seeit as conveying general truths about God and
man and sin, then possibly you will seeit theologically (i.e. paradigmatic). If, however, you view
the basi ¢ purpose asthe establishment of arelationshipbetween God and man, possibly another (i.e.
existentially).

I.  One aspect of this chapter istheological. As the plagues of the Exodus showed YHWH’s power
over thegods of Egypt, Genesis 1,2 may show Y HWH’ s power over the gods of Mesopotamia. The
main element is God. God alone did it for His own purposes

J. I marvel at my own ignorance! | am appalled at my own historical, cultural, and denominational
conditioning! What a mighty God we serve! Wha an awesome God has reached out tous (even in
our rebellion)! The Bibleisabalance of love and power; grace and justice! The more weknow the
more we know we don’t know!

K. Here arethebasic approaches of some helpful books:
1. Genesis1-2 interpreted along the lines of modern science:
a. Barnard Ramm'’s The Christian’s View of Science and Scripture (good scientifically and
theologically)
b. Hugh Ross Creation and Time and The Genesis Question (good scientifically but weak
theologically)
c. Harry Peo and Jimmy Davis Science and Faith: An Evangelical Dialog (very helpful)
2. Genesis 1-2 interpreted along the lines of ancient Near Eastern parallels
a R. K. Harrison'sIntroduction to the Old Testament and Old Testament Times
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b. John H. Walton’sAncient Israelite Literature in Its Cultural Context

c. K. A.Kitchen'sAncient Orient and Old Testament

d. Edwin M. Yamauchi’s The Sones and the Scriptures

3. Genesis 1-2 interpreted along the lines of theology from LaSor, Hubbard and Bush’'s Old

Testament Survey

a. “Literary deviceasoisfoundinthenamesused. The correspondence of the name with the
person’ sfunction or role is striking in several instances. Adam means “mankind” and Eve
Is*“(shewho gives) life.” Surely, when an author of a story names the principal characters
Mankind and Life, something isconveyed about thedegreeof literalnessintended! Similarly
Cain means*“forger (of metals)”; Enoch isconnected with “ dedication, consecration” (4:17,
5:18); Jubal with hornand trumpet (4:21); while Cain, condemned to beanad, a“ wanderer,”
goesto livein the land of Nod, a name transparently derived from the same Hebrew root,
thustheland of wandering! This suggeststhat the author iswriting asan artist, astoryteller,
who uses literary device and artifice. One must endeavor to distinguish wha he intends to
teach from the literary means employed” p. 72.

b. thetheological implication of Gen. 1-11:
“Implication for Gen. 1-11. Recognizing the literary technique and form and noting the
literary background of chs. 1-11 does not constitute a challenge to the redlity, the
“eventness,” of the facts portrayed. One need not regard thisaccount as myth; however, it
isnot “history” in the modern sense of eyewitness, objective reporting. Rather, it conveys
theol ogical truthsabout events, portrayed in alargely symbolic, pictorial literary genre. This
isnot to say that Gen. 1-11 conveyshistorical falsehood. That conclusionwouldfollow only
if it purported to contain objective descriptions. Theclear evidence aready reviewed shows
that such was not the intent. On the other hand, the view that the truths taught in these
chaptershave no objective basisismistaken. They affirm fundamental truths: creation of all
things by God; special divine intervention in the production of the first man and woman;
unity of the human race; pristine goodness of the created world, including humanity; entrance
of sinthrough the disobedience of thefirst pair; depravity and rampant sin after the Fall. All
thesetruthsarefacts and their certanty impliesthereality of thefacts. Put another way, the
biblical author uses such literary traditions to describeunique primeval eventsthat have no
time-conditioned, human-conditioned, experience-based historical analogy and hence canbe
described only by symbol. The same problem arises at the end time: the biblical author
there, in the book of Revelation, adopts the esoteric imagery and involved literary artifice of
apocalyptic’ p. 74.

WORD AND PHRASE STUDY

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 1:1-5

'In the beginning God created the heavensand the earth. The earth was for mlessand void, and
darknesswas over the surfaceof the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the
waters. *Then God said, " L et therebelight" ; and therewaslight. *God saw that thelight wasgood;
and God separated thelight from the darkness. °God called thelight day, and thedarknessHe called
night. And there was evening and there was morning, one day.

1:1“In the beginning” Bereshithis the Hebrew title of the book. We ge Genesis from the Septuagint
trandation. Thisisthe beginning of history but not of God's activity (cf. Matt. 25:34; John 17:5,25; Eph.
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1:4; Titus 1:2; 11 Tim. 1:9; | Pet. 1:19-20; Rev. 13:8). R. K. Harrison saysit should be translated “ by way
of beginning” (Introduction to the Old Testament, p. 542 footnote 3).

¥ “God” ElohimisaPLURAL form of the general name for God in the ancient Near East, El. When
referring to the God of Israel the verb isusually (6 exceptions) SINGULAR. Therabbis say that it speaks
of God as creator, provider and sustainer of al life on planet earth. Notice how often thisword is used in
chapter 1.

| believe that this verse is an independent clause: Ibn Ezra saysthat it is a dependent clause with the
emphasis on v. 2 while Rashi says that v. 2 is a parenthesis and the emphasis is on v. 3. Modern
dispensational commentators say that v. 1 isadependent dausein order to support their view of aprevious
fall (the gap theory). Notice that there is no explanation of the origin of God. It does emphatically assert
that God created matter and did not fashion existing matter (Greek cosmology). In Enuma Elish,
(Babylonian creation account), like Greek thought, Spirit (which isgood) and matter (which isevil) are co-
eternal. The Bible does not discuss or reveal the origin of God. He hasaways existed (cf. Ps. 90:2). There
issurely mystery here. Mankind simply cannot grasp the fullness of God!

Thisdiscussion of clausesistheologicdly significant. The Jewish Publication Society of America has
translated Gen. 1:1-29 a temporal clause, “When God began to create the heaven and the earthSthe earth
beingunformed and void. ..” Thistranslation might concludethat God and matter are co-eternal like Greek
cosmology (cf. * Creationand Cosmology” inEncyclopedia Judaica, vol. 5, p. 1059). The Sumerian account
of creation, Enuma Elish, begins with “when in the beginning. . .”

¥ “created” Bara(cf. 1:1,21,27; 2:3,4) is the Hebrew term used only for God' s creative activity. God
willed into being everything but Himself. Psalm 33:6,9; Heb. 11:3 and Il Pet. 3:5 reflect creation
(cosmol ogy) by God's spoken word (fiat) from nothing (ex nihilo). Greek (gnostic) and Mesopotamian
philosophies emphasize an eternal dualism between “spirit” and “ matter.”

TheBibleassertsthat creation hasabeginning point. Modern sciencewould characterizethisasthe® big
bang.” Naturalism can now not assert an unlimited regression back in time.

¥ “theheavens’ Theword “heavens’ may be used in severd senses: (1) itrefersto the atmosphere of the
earthasinvv. 8 and 20; (2) it may refer to the entire cosmos (i.e. all material existence); or (3) it may refer
tothe creation of al thingsvisible (material) and invisible (angels, heaven asGod’ sthrone). If option three
istruethen aparallel would be Cal. 1:16. If not, then Genesis 1 focuses only on the creation of earth. The
Bible emphasizes a geocentric perspective (i.e. creation seen as a spectator on this plang would have
observedit). Somewouldassert that Gen. 1 isaddressing the creation of theuniverse (i.e. sun, moon, stars,
and galaxies, while Gen. 2-3 focuses on this planet and the creation of mankind. Thisissurely possible
because chapters 2-4 form aliterary unit. In both (i.e. Gen. 1 and 2-4) creation isgeocentristic (i.e. earth
focused).

¥ “the earth” Genesis 1 is admittedly geocentric (cf. v. 15). This fits the theological purpose of the
chapter, not science. Remember that the Bible is written in the language of description for theologicd
purposes. It isnot anti-scientific, but pre-scientific.

1:2 “The earth was’ This VERB can only very raely be trandated “became.” Grammatically and

contextually“was” ispreferable. Don't let your (i.edispensaional premillennial) pre-suppositional theology
of two falls (the gap theory) affect the exegesis of the text.
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¥

NASB “formless and void”

NKJV “without form, and void”
NRSV, NJB *“aformlessvoid”

TEV “formless and desolate’
NIV “formless and empty”

REV “avast waste”

SEPT “invisible and unfurnished”
JPSOA “unformed and void”

Doesthisimply onecontinent (i.e. Pangea)? Theearthischanging form (i.e. tectonicplates) continud y.
The question again isthe age of the earth. These words appear together in Jer. 4:23. They are used in the
Sumerian and Babylonian accounts of creation but in amythological sense. Thisstate of creation showsthat
God used a progressive process to an inhabitable earth (cf. Isa. 45:18).

¥ “darkness’ Thisdoesnot represent evil, but chaos. God namesthe darknessinv. 5 asHe doesthelight.
These two terms, though often used to denote spiritua realities, are representing physical realities here.

¥ “the deep” The Hebrew term is Tehom. It is personified as Tiamat in the Sumerian and Babylonian
creation myths as the monster of chaos and the mother of the gods, wife of Apsu. Shetriedtokill all lesser
gods that came forth from her. Marduk killed her. Out of her body Marduk fashioned heaven and earth in
the Babylonian Genesis called Enuma Elish. The Hebrews believed that water was the beginning element
of creation (cf. Ps. 24:1; 104:6; 11 Pet. 3:5). Itisnever sadto have been created. However, theHebrew term
ismasculine, not feminine and it is unrdated etymadogically to Tiamat.

There are passages in the OT which describe YHWH in conflict with personified watery chaos (cf. Ps.
74:13-14; 89:9-10; 104:6-7; Isa. 51:9-10). However, these are dways in poetical, metaphorical passages.
Water isacrucia aspect of creation (cf. 1:2b,6-7).

¥
NASB, NKJV,

TEV, NIV  “the Spirit of God”
NRSV, JPSOA “awind from God”

NJB “adivinewind”
REB “the spirit of God”
SEPT “abreath of God”

The Hebrew term ruach and the Greek term pneuma can mean “ spirit,” “breath” or “wind.” The Spirit
is often associated with creation (cf. Gen. 1:2; Job 26:13; Ps. 104:29-30; 147:14-18). The OT does not
clearly definetherel ationship between God and the Spirit. 1nJob 28:26-28; Ps. 104:24 and Prov. 3:19; 8:22-
23 God used wisdom (afeminine noun) to areate all things. Inthe NT Jesusis said to be God's agent in
creation (cf. John 1:1-3; I Cor. 8:6; Col. 1:15-17; Heb. 1:2-3). Asinredemption, sotoo, increation, all three
persons of the Godhead are involved. Genesis 1 itself does not emphasize any secondary cause.

¥

NASB, TEV “moving”
NKJV, NIV “hovering”
NRSV “ swept”
NJB “sweeping”

Thisterm devel oped the connotation of “brooding” or “active hovering” (cf. JB). Thisisamother bird
word (cf. Exod. 19:4; Deut. 32:11; Isa. 31:5; 40:31; Hos. 3; 11:4). Itisnotrelated to Phoeni cian cosmol ogy
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which assertsthat the earth came from an egg, but afeminine metaphor for God’ sactive care of Hiscreation
at this early stage!

1:3“God said” Thisisthe theological concept of creation by the spoken word, using the Latin word fiat
(cf.9,14,20,24,29; Ps. 33.6; 148:5; Heb. 11:3). Alsonoticethat out of nothing matter cameinto being using
the Latin phrase ex nihilo (cf. Il Macc. 7:28), by God' s command. This power of the spoken word can also
be seenin (1) the patriarchal blessings, (2) Isa. 55:11, (3) Jesus as the Word in John 1:1 and (4) Jesus as
returning with atwo-edged sword in His mouth (cf. Il Thess. 2:8; Heb. 4:12; Rev. 1:6; 2:12,16; 19:15,21).
Thisisan idiomatic way of credion by God swill by thought. What God wants, occurs!

1:4“God saw that the light was good” (vv. 4,10,12,18,21,25,31) All creation was good (cf. 1:31). Evil
was not part of God' s original creation, but a perversion of the good.

¥ “light” Remember that thereis no sun yet. Be careful not to be dogmatic about the time sequence (i.e.
24 hours for the earth to rotate).

Lightisahbiblical symbol of life, purity, and truth (cf. Job 33:30; Ps. 56:13; 112:4; Isa. 58:8,10; 59:9;
60:1-3; John 1.5-9; Il Cor. 4:6). In Rev. 22:5thereislight with no sun. Also noticethat darknessis created
and named by God (cf. v. 5) which shows His control (cf. Ps. 74:16; 104.20-23; 139:12).

1:5“God called” (vv. 8,10) This naming shows God’ s ownership and control.

¥ “ Therewas evening and there was morning” The rabbis interpreted this as the day as aunit of time
beginning in the evening. There was dark and then there was light. Thisis refleded in Jesus' day also
where the new day began at twil ight, in the evening.

¥ “day” The Hebrew termyom can refer to aperiod of time (cf. 2:4; 5:2; Ruth 1:1; Ps. 50:15; 90:4; Eccl.
7:14; 1sa. 4:2; Zech. 4:10) but usually it refers to a 24-hour day.

SPECIAL TOPIC: YOM

Theories of the meaning of yom (day) taken and adapted from Dr. John Harris' (Professor of OT at East
Texas Baptist University) OT Survey | Notebook:

1. ThelLiteral Twenty-Four Hour Period Theory
Thisisthe straightforward approach (cf. Exod. 20:9-11). Questions arising from this approach:
a. How wasthere light on day one when the sun was not creaed until day four?

b. How were al theanimals (especidly those orignal to other partsof the world) named in less
than one day? (cf. Gen. 2:19-20)7?
2. The Day-Age Theory

Thistheory atemptsto harmoni zescience (particularly geology) with scripture. Thistheory state
that the “days’ were " geological ages’ inlength. Their length is unequal, and they approximate the
various layers described in uniformitarian geology. Scientists tend to agree with the general
development of Gen. 1. vapor and awatery mass precededthe separation of land and seaprior to the
appearanceof life. Vegetable life came before animal life, and mankind represented the latest and
most complex form of life. Questions arising from this approach:
a. How did plants survive for “ages’ without the sun?
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b. How did pollination take place in plantsif insects and birds were not made until “ages’ later?

3. TheAlternate Age-Day Theory
The days are in fact twenty-four hour periods, but each day is separated by ages in which what was
created developed. Questions arising from this approach.
a. The sameproblemsarise asinthe Day-Age T heory.
b. Doesthe text indicate “day” to be used both as twenty-four hours and as an era?

4. The Progressive Creation-Catastrophe Theory
This theory goes as follows: between Gen. 1:1 and 1:2, there was an inddinite period of timein
which the geological ages took place; during this period, the pre-historic creaturesin the order
suggested by the fossils were created; around 200,000 years ago, a supernatural disaster occurred
and destroyed much of the life on this planet and made many animals extinct; then the days of
Genesis 1occurred. These days refer to are-creation, rather than to an original creation.

5. The Eden-Only Theory
The creation account refers only to the creaion and physical aspects of the Garden of Eden.

6. The Gap Theory
Based on Gen. 1:1, God created aperfect world. Based onGen. 1:2, Lucifer (Satan) wasplacedin
charge of the world and rebelled. God then judged Lucifer and the world by utter destruction. For
millions of years, the world was left alone and the geologicd ages passed. Based on Gen. 1:3-2:3,
in 4004 B.C.E., the six literal twenty-four hour days of re-creation occurred. Bishop Ussher (A.D.
1654) used the genealogies of Genesis 5 and 11 to calculate and date the creation of humanity ca.
4004 B.C.E. However, genealog es do not represant complete chronological schemes.

7. The Sacred Week Theory

The writer of the book of Genesis used the concept of days and aweek as a literary device to put
acrossthe divine message of the activity of God in creation. Such a structure illustrates the beauty
and symmetry of God'’ s credtive work.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 1:6-8

®Then God said, " L et therebean expansein themidst of thewaters, and let it separatethewaters
fromthewaters." ‘God madethe expanse, and separ ated the water swhich wer e below theexpanse
from the water swhich wer e above the expanse; and it was so. ®God called the expanse heaven. And
there was evening and there was mor ning, a second day.

1:6 “an expanse” This could mean “to hammer out.” This refers to the earth’s atmosphere depicted
metaphorically as an air vault or inverted bowl above the surface of the earth (cf. 1sa. 40:22). It coud also
mean “to stretch out,” asin Isa. 42:5.

¥ “waters’ Fresh water and salt water are important elements in extra-biblical creation accounts, but in
the Bible they are controlled by God. Thereisno distinction in Gen. 1 made between salt water and fresh
water. The water in the atmosphere is divided from the water on the earth. Analysis of Gen. 1 shows that
God separates several things as a process to an inhabited earth (light from dark, waer above from water
below, water below from dry land, sun time from moon time).

1:7*and it was so” Whatever God willed occurred and occurs (cf. 1:9,11,15,24,30).
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NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 1:9-13

°Then God said, " L et thewater shelow the heavensbegather ed intooneplace, and let thedry land
appear"; and it was so. °God called the dry land earth, and the gathering of the waters He called
seas; and God saw that it wasgood. "'Then God said," L et theearth sprout vegetation: plantsyidding
seed, and fruit trees on the earth bearing fruit after their kind with seed in them"; and it was so.
2Theearth brought forth vegetation, plantsyielding seed after their kind, and treesbearingfruit with
seed in them, after ther kind; and God saw that it was good. *There was evening and there was
morning, a third day.

1:9-10 Does this imply one continent (i.e pangea)? The eath is changing form (i.e. tectonic plates)
continually. The question again is the age of the earth.

1:11-12 Thiswas not meant to be atechnical description for the origin of all plant life. It seemsto refer to
three types of plants: grasses, grains, andfruit. The animals will eat the first and second; humans will eat
the second and third. God i s preparing the earth step by step asa stage or platform on which to fellowship
with and sustain His highest creation, mankind.

There have been several modern scientific theoriesasto theorder of thedevel opment of plant life. Some
scientistswould assert thisvery order. But we must be careful because scientific theorieschange. Christians
do not believe the Bible because science and archaeol ogy confirm a matter. We believe it because of the
peace we have found in Christ and the Bible' s own statements of inspiration.

1:11 “after their kind” Creation is structured so that once created, plants, animals and humans can
reproduce and adapt in and of themselves. God created life to adapt. At thislevel, evolution to varying
conditions surely occurred through time (micro-evolution).

Thereisagrowing trendin theology toward the concept of progressive areation which impliesthat God
may have created mankind (1) in stages or (2) Adam and Evewere created at alater stage, fully developed
(cf. writings of Bernard Ramm and Hugh Ross).

In contrast to the ancient Near East where fertility was worshiped as twin gods, this shows the source
of lifeas God, not asexual act. In many waysthis creation account diminishesthe gods of the ancient Near
East (water monster as gods; light/dark; heavenly bodies; fertility gods) as the plagues of the Exodus
depreciated thegods of Egypt.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 1: 14-19

“Then God said, " Let there belightsin theexpanse of the heavensto separate the day fromthe
night, and let them befor signsand for seasons and for days and years; *°and let them befor lights
in the expanse of the heavensto give light on the earth"; and it was so. *God made the two great
lights, the greater light to govern the day, and thelesser light to govern the night; Hemadethe stars
also. YGod placed them in the expanse of the heavensto give light on the earth, *®and to govern the
day and thenight, and to separatethelight from thedar kness; and God saw that it wasgood. **There
was evening and there was mor ning, a fourth day.

1:14“for signs’ The heavenly lights were to mark feast days (cf. 18:14; Lev. 23; Deut. 31:10) and cycles
of rest, work, and worship (cf. Ps. 104:19-23).
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1:16 “the two great lights. . .He made the stars also” God is creator of the heavenly bodies (cf. Isa
40:26). They are not deitiesto be worshiped (M esopotamian astral worship, cf. Deut. 4:19; Ezek. 8:16) but
physical servants (cf. Ps. 19:1-6).

1:17-18 The parallel structure of the Hebrew implies three purposes in addition to v. 14.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 1:20-23

“Then God said, " L et thewater steemwith swar msof living creatures, and let birdsfly abovethe
earth in the open expanse of the heavens." ?'God created the great sea monsters and every living
creaturethat moves, with which thewater sswarmed after their kind, and every winged bird after its
kind; and God saw that it was good. ?God blessed them, saying, " Befruitful and multiply, and fill
the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." #*There was evening and there was
mor ning, afifth day.

1:20-23 Invertebrates appear in the Cambrian Period suddenly and in abundance of forms. There is no
evidence of a gradual development.

1:20 “living creatures’ (vv.23; 2:7) This same word, nephesh, is used of humans and animals (cf. 2:19;
Lev. 11:46; 24:18). It represents life force (cf. Ezek. 18:4) related to and dependant on this plaret.

¥ “birds’ Literally thisis“flying things’ because in Deut. 14:19-20 it can also refer to insects.
1:21 " created” Thisisthetermbaraasin Gen. 1:1. Itimpliesdivinecreation. “Man and theanimals’ are

“made” in 1:24-25 which implies out of previously existing matter (i.e. dirt). However barais used for
“man” in 1:27 (three times).

¥
NASB, NRSV,

TEV,NJB  “thegreat sea monsters’
NKJV, NIV “great sea creatures’
LXX, KJV, “great whales’

JB “great sea-serpents’

Thismay refer toleviathan (cf. Ps. 104:26; 148:7; Job 41:ff). Sometimesit isassociated with Israel’s
enemies: (1) Egypt, Isa. 51:9; Ezek. 29:3; 32:2 and (2) Babylon, Jer. 51:34. Often it is associated with
cosmic/spiritual enemies, Job. 7:12; Ps. 74:13; Isa. 27:1. The Canaanite creation account makesthisagod
fighting against Baal but in the Bible it isa good creation of the one true God.

¥ “every winged bird” Thisincludes everything that flies, birds and insects (cf. Deut. 14:19-20).
1:22 Asthe plants were made to reproduce, so too, the animads. God wantsHis planet filled with life (cf.

1:28; 9:1,7). Thiswas one of the rebellion issues (i.e. unwillingness to separate and fill the planet) of the
Tower of Babel.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Thisisastudy guide commentary, which meansthat you are responsible for your own interpretation of
the Bible. Each of us must walk in the light we have. You, the Bible, and the Holy Spirit arepriority in
interpretation. Y ou must not relinquish this to a commentator.

These discussion questions are provided to help you think through the major issues of this section of
the book. They are meant to be thought-provoking, not definitive.

How is science related to the Bible?

Thereal questions are the who and why of creation, not thehow and when. If thisistrue, how then
should we interpret Genesis 1-2?

How did God create the physical world? Should we pushfiat, ex nihiloif this is poetry?

What isthe mgjor thrust of Gen. 1?

How isthe Bible like/unlike other creation accounts?

SOME HELPFUL RESOURCES

ETMmMUO®>

Objectives Sustained by Phillip Johnson

Darwinismon Trial by Phillip Johnson

Creation and Time by Hugh Ross

The Creator and the Cosmos by Hugh Ross

The Genesis Question by Hugh Ross

The Christian View of Sdence and Scripture by Bernard Ramm

The Scientific Enterprise and Christian Faith by Malcolm A. Jeeves

CONTEXTUAL INSIGHTSINTO GENESIS 1:24-2:3

INTRODUCTION

A.

Inthe pasttwo centuries, OT scholarshave often asserted that Genesisrecordstwo creationaccounts
by different authors, using different names for God. However:
1. thismay betypical eastern literary formof ageneral account followed by amorespecific account
2. Genesis 1:1-2:3 may refer to the creation of the cosmos and Gen. 2:4-25 tothe creation of this
planet and especidly humanity.
3. thismay reflect the different aspects of God's character (i.e. rabbinical)
a. Elohim- creator, provider and sustainer of al life
b. YHWH - savior, redeemer and covenant God of |srael

There seems to be a distinction made between God creating out of nothing and created things
bringing forth. Example: God created inv. 21 yet in v. 20 the water produces; in v. 25 God made
yet in v. 24 the earth produced. Augustine noticed this distinction and postulated two acts of
creation: (1) matter and spiritual beings and (2) their organization and diversification.

This passage clearly teaches that humans arelike the higher land animals: (1) both have nephesh,

1:24 and 2:7; (2) both were created on the sixth day, 1:31; (3) both were created from the ground,
2:19; (4) both eat plantsfor food, 1:29-30; (5) both procreate. However, humans arealso like God:
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(1) specia creation, 1:26; 2:7; (2) madein the image and likeness of God, 1:26; (3) have dominion,
1:26,28.

D. Genesis1:26 “Let us...” hasbeen greatly discussed. Several theories have emerged:
1. Theplura of majesty (but no early examplein the Bible or in rabbinic literature)
2. God speaking of Himself and the heavenly court of angels, | Kgs. 22:19
3. Pointstoward plurality in God, and therefore, foreshadowing of the Trinity, 3:22;11.7; Isa. 6:8;
61:14. It isto be noted that (@) Elohim is PLURAL, (b) the form of the word “one” in the
Shema, Deut. 6:4-6, isalso PLURAL, asin Gen. 2:24, (c) divine persons are mentioned in Ps.
2:2;110:1,4: Zech. 3:8-9,11.

E. Theories asto themeaning of image and likeness:
1. Ireneaeus and Tertullian:
a. Imagenphysical agects of humanity
b. Likenessnspiritual aspectsof humanity
2. Clement of Alexandria, Origen, Athanasius, Hilary, Ambrose, Augustine, and John of Damascus
a. ImageSnonphysical characteristics of man
b. LikenessSaspects of man that can be developed such as holiness or mordity, and if not
developed then are lost.
3. The Scholastics (Thomas Aquinas)
a. Imagenmankind’srationd ability and freedom (naturd)
b. Likenessnoriginal righteousness and supernatural gifts that were lost at the fall.
4. The Reformers
a. All basically denied any distinction between the terms (Gen. 5:1; 9:6).
b. Luther and Cdvin both express this concept in different terms, but basically expressed the
same truth.
5. I think that they refer to our (1) personality; (2) consciousness; (3) language skills; (4)volition;
and/or (5) mordity.

WORD AND PHRASE STUDY

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 1:24-25

#Then God said, " Let theearth bringforth living creatures after their kind: cattleand creepingj|
things and beasts of the earth after their kind" ; and it was so. *God made the beasts of the earth
after their kind, and the cattle after their kind, and everything that creeps on the ground after its
kind; and God saw that it wasgood.

1:24 " Then God said,” Elohimisthe an ancient plural name for God which dominates chapter 1. The
etymology is uncertain. The rabbis say that it shows God as creator, provider and sustainer of all life on
planet earth. The PLURAL seemsto betheologically significant when connected with 1:26; 3:22; 11:7 and
the plurality of the word “one” which is found in the great prayer of monotheism(Shema), Deut. 6:4-6.
When used of the God of Israel the VERB is amost always SINGULAR. The term elohimin the OT can
refer to (1) angels (cf. Ps. 8:5); (2) human judges (cf. Exod. 21:6; 22:8,9; Ps. 82:1); or (3) other gods (cf.
Exod. 18:11; 20:3; | Sam. 4:8).
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¥ “Let theearth bringforth” Thereisadistinction madein Gen. 1 between God creating by the spoken
word out of nothing and that which He created, reproducing (i.e. adapting). Compare verses20 and 21 and
verses 24 and 25.

¥ “living creatures after their kind” Verses 24-25 describe the land animals both large and small,
domesticand wild. Noticetheterm “living areatures’ is based on the term nephesh whichistheword used
for humansin Gen. 2:7. Itisobviousthat the uniqueness of mankind isnot found in theterm nephesh, often
trandated in the Greek as“soul.”

¥ “creeping things’ Literally thisrefersto “gliding,” or “sliding.” Thisisthe same word that isused in
v. 21, “that moves.” It seemsto refer to all animals which do not walk on their legs or that they have such
short legs that they are unnoticeable.

1:25"and God saw that it was good” God's creati on was good and is proclaimed to be “ very good” in
1:31. Thismay be a Hebrew idiom meaning adequate for an assigned purpose. Theologicallyit may also
speak of the absence of sin from God’ s original creation. Sinisthe result of rebellion, not creation.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 1:26-31

*Then God said, " Let Usmake man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule
over thefish of the sea and ove the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and
over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." #’God created man in His own image, in the
image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 2God blessed them; and God said
tothem, " Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdueit; and ruleover thefish of the sea
and over thebirdsof thesky and over every living thing that moveson theearth." *Then God said,
" Behold, | have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the surface of all the earth, and every
tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you; *and to every beast of the earth and to
every bird of the sky and to every thing that moves on the earth which has life, | have given every
green plant for food" ; and it was so. *God saw all that He had made and behold, it wasvery good.
And there was evening and there was mor ning, the sixth day.

1:26 “Let Usmake” There has been much discussion over the plural “us.” Philo and Eben Ezrasay it is
“theplural of majesty” but thisgrammatica form does not ocaur until much later in Jewi shliterary history;
Rashi says that it refersto the heavenly court (cf. | Kgs. 22:19-23; Job 1:6), but thiscannotimply that angels
had a part in creation. Others assume that it is an incipient form of the concept of a Triune God.

Interesting is the fact that in the Mesopotamian accounts of creation the gods (usualy linked to
individual cities) are always contendingwith one another but here not only is monotheism evident but even
in the few PLURAL expressionsthere is harmony and not capricious discontent.

¥ “man” Thisis the Hebrew word “Adam” which is an obvious play on the Hebrew term for ground,
adamah (cf. v. 9). Theterm may alsoimply “redness.” Many scholars believethat thisrefersto humanity
being formed out of the red clods or clay of the Tigris/Euphrates River valley. Only in these opening
chapters of Genesis is the Hebrew term “Adam” used as a proper name. The Septuagint uses the word
anthroposto tranglate thisterm whichisageneric term referring to menand/or women. Thenormal Hebrew
term for man isish (cf. 2:23) and ishah for woman.

At this point in my theological understanding it is very difficult to relate the Bible' s account of the
creation of theoriginal pair withthefossil remainsof several typesof bi-pedal homo erectus. Some of these
ancient grave sites include the burial of items apparently connected to a belief in an after life. | am not

24



offended by evolution within species. If thisis true, then Adam and Eve are primitive humans and the
historical time-frame of Gen. 1-11 must be radically expanded.

Possibly God created Adam and Eve at a much later period of time, making them “modern” humans
(homosapiens). If so, thentheir rel ationship to M esopotamian civilization demandsaspecial creation about
10,000-6,000 B.C. (i.e. the beginning of culture). If thiswastrue then both uniformitarian geology (i.e. old
earth) and catastrophe theories (i.e. young earth) relating to our current world may be true. | want to
emphasizethat thisisjust speculation at this point in time. Thereis so much moderns do not know about
the ancient past. Again the “who” and “why,” not the “how” or “when” are cruaal!

¥ “in Our image, acoording to Our likeness' The term “imag€e’ can also be found in 5:1,3; 9:6. It is
often used in the OT to denoteidols. Itsbasic etymologyis*“to hew into acertain shape.” There has been
much discussion in the history of interpretation to identify the exact meaning of image and likeness.
Comparable Greek terms arefound in the NT to describe humanity (cf. | Cor. 11:7; Col. 3:10; Eph. 4:24;
James. 3:9). Inmy opinion, they are synonymousand describetha part of humanitythat isuniquely capable
of relating to God. Thelncarnation of Jesus showsthe potential of what humanity could have beenin Adam
and will be one day will be through Jesus Christ.

¥ “let them rule” Thisis literally “trample down.” This is a strong term that speaks of mankind's
dominion over nature (cf. Ps. 8:5-8). Thissame concept isfoundinv. 28. Thetwo terms, “rule”’ invv. 26
and 28, and “subdue” in v. 28 have the same basic etymol ogy which means “to tread upon” or “trample.”

Notice the PLURAL, which implies mutual dominion of male and female. Also notice the PLURAL
IMPERATIVES of v. 28. The submission of the woman only comes after the Fall of chapter 3. Thereal
question is, “Does this submission remain after the inauguration of the new agein Christ”?

1:27 “ God created” Thereisathregold use of the term bara in this verse which functions as a summary
statement as well as an emphasis on God's creation of humanity as male and female. Thisis printed as
poetry in NRSV, NJB and acknowledged soin NIV footnote. Thetermbaraisonly usedinthe OT for God's
creating.

¥ “inHisown image” Itisextremely interesting that the PLURAL of v. 26 in now a SINGULAR. This
encompasses the mystery of theplurality, yet the unity, of God. God’'simageisequal in men and women!

¥ “male and female He created them” Our sexual aspect relates to the needs and environment of this
planet. Notice the mutuality! Our divine image allows usto uniquely relate to God.

1:28" God blessesthem . .. Befruitful and multiply” Part of God’ sblessing wasto fulfill what they were
created for, which was procreation. This blessing was both on the animals (cf. v. 22) and on man (cf.
v.28;19:1,7). In the Mesopotamian accounts the noise of overpopulation is the reason for the gods
destruction of humanity. The Genesisacoount urges populaion growth. It issurprising tha one of thefirst
acts of rebellion (cf. Gen. 10-11) was mankind’ s reluctance to separate and fill the earth.

¥ “subdueit” Thisisacommand in the Hebrew text which isparallel to “Befruitful and multiply.” This
makes both human sexuality and human development God’ s will.

Both the Hebrew terms “subdue” and “rule’ can have a negdive (i.e. cruel domination) connotation.
The specific context must determine whether the meaning is benign or aggressive.

1:29 The plant kingdom isdivided into three different groups. Inthisverse, mankindisgiventhegrainsand
thefruitsfor hisfood (cf. 2:16; 6:21), while the third group, the grasses, is given to the animals. 1t was not
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until after the flood that humans were allowed to eat flesh (cf. Gen. 9:3). This may be connected with the
fact that there was no harvest possible that year. It istheologically inappropriateto draw universal dietary
food laws from Gen. 1.

It is also possible that this description is only related to the Garden of Eden. Death and carnivores go
back to the earliest fossils relating to the Cambrian layer 500,000 years ago where thefossilized record of
life begins with profusion.

1:30“1 have given every green plant for food” Thethrust of this statement isthat al lifeis based on the
process of photosynthesis (i.e. the food chain).

1:31“it wasvery good” Thisis an extremdy important conclusion to creation because in gnostic Greek
thought, matter is evil and spirit isgood. Inthis Greek system (as well as some M esopotamian texts) both
matter and spirit are co-eternal which serves as the explanation of the problems on earth. But the Hebrew
account is very different. Only God is eternal and matter is created for His purpose. Therewas no evil in
God's original creation, only “freedom”!

¥ “therewas evening and there was mor ning, the sixth day” It isimportant to note that, like the third
day, the sixth day hastwo creative acts, so there areeight creative actsin six days. Therabbisbegin the new
day at twilight which is based on this phrase, “evening and morning.”

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 2:1-3

Thus the heavens and the earth were completed, and all their hosts. ?By the seventh day God
completed Hiswork which He had done, and Herested on the seventh day from all Hiswork which
He had done. *Then God blessed the sventh day and sanctified it, becausein it He rested from all
Hiswork which God had created and made.

2:1 “the heavens’ This refers to the atmosphere above the earth and the starry heavens beyond the
atmosphere.

¥ “and the earth werecompleted, and all their hosts’ God's physical creation had reached maturity.
It was now ready for human habitation. Each level of creation has its proper inhabitants. This does not
specificallyrefer to the creation of angds (unless 1: Lincludesit). Thistextisdealingwith physical creation.

2:2" By theseventh day God completed Hiswork” Thisisvery anthropomorphic but does not imply that
Godwastired or that He ceased permanently from Hisactiveinvolvementwith creation and mankind. This
IS abasic pattern set for mankind who needs regular rest and worship.

¥ “Herested” ThisisthesameHebrew root as“ Sabbath” (cf. Exod. 20:11; 31:12-17). Deuteronomy 5:15
gives another reason for the Sabbath for sociological reasons, not theological reasons asin Exod. 20:8:11.

This term is used in severa different ways, particularly in the NT book of Heb. 3:7-4:11 and its
interpretation of Ps. 95:7-11. In Hebrews this term “rest” applies both to the Sabbath rest, the Promised
Land, and fellowship with God (heaven). God set the example for mankind.

¥ “theseventh day” Days 1-6 begin with eveningand close with morning (cf. 1:31), but the seventh day’s

morning is never mentioned. Therefore, therabbis and also theNT author of Hebrews (3:7-4:11) use this
to conclude that God' s rest is still available (cf. Ps. 95:7-11).
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2:3“Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it” The term “sanctified” means “made holy.”
This term is used in the sense of setting something apart for God’s particular use. Very early God
established a special day for Himself and humanity to commune. This does not mean that dl days do not
belong to God, but one is uniquely set aside for worship, praise, andrest.

The origin of the seven day week is shrouded in antiquity and mystery. However, every ancient culture
that we know of seems to have known about it when their written history began.

¥ “made” Thisis literally “making.” God's creative acts continue. God created organic creatures to
develop. The repeated phrase “be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth” reflects God' s design and plan.
God created living creatures (including mankind) which reproduce themselves after their kind. The very
act causes variations.
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GENESIS 2:4-25

PARAGRAPH DIVISIONS OF MODERN TRANSLATIONS

NASB NKJV NRSV TEV NJB
(1:1-2:7) The Creatian of Man and The Garden of Eden Paradise, and the Test of
Woman Free Will
2:4-9 2:4b-9 2:4b-6 2:4b-7
Lifein God's Garden 2:7
2:8-9 2:8-9 2:8-9
2:10-14 2:10-14 2:10-14 2:10-14 2:10-14
2:15-17 2:15-17 2:15-17 2:15-17 2:15-17
2:18-25 2:18-25 2:18-25 2:18-20 2:18-23
2:21-24
2:24
2:25 2:25

READING CYCLE THREE (seep. vii)
FOLLOWING THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR' SINTENT AT THE PARAGRAPH LEVEL

Thisisa study guidecommentary, which means that you are responsible for your own interpretation of
the Bible. Each of us must walk in the light we have. Y ou, the Bible, and the Holy Spirit arepriority in
interpretation. Y ou must not relinquish this to a commentator.

Read the chapter in one sitting. Identify the subjects. Compare your subject divisions with the five
trandations above. Paragraphing isnot inspired, but it is the key to following the original author’ s intent,
which isthe heart of interpretation. Every paragraph has one and only one subject.

1. First paragraph
2. Second paragraph
3. Third paragraph
4. Etc.
BACKGROUND
A. | personally reject the “J.E.D.P.” theory of source criticism (cf. Introduction to Genesis, Modern
Scholarship, D.) . For moreinformation on this subject read Josh McDowell’ s More Evidence that

Demands a Verdictor H.C. Leupold’s Exposition of Genesis, vol. 1.

B. Genesis2:4-25 is a specific theological expansion of Genesis 1:1-2:3. Thisisacommon Hebrew
literary technique. Theologically chapter two sets the stage for chapter three.
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C. Genesis1:31 crownsthe beginning of our world with God'’ sintention, “goodness’; 2: 1-3 should go
with chapter 1 because 1:1-2:3 is aliterary unit.

D. Theologically 2:4-25 is more related to chapter 3 than chapter 1. It setstheliterary stagefor Eve's
temptation and sin.

WORD AND PHRASE STUDY

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 2:4-9

“Thisistheaccount of theheavensand the earth when they werecreated, in theday that theLorD
God madeearth and heaven. *Now no shrub of thefield wasyet in theearth,and no plant of thefield
had yet sprouted, for the Lorbp God had not sent rain upon the earth, and there was no man to
cultivate the ground. °But a mist used to rise from the earth and water the whole surface of the
ground. 'Then theL orp God for med man of dust from theground, and breathed into hisnostrilsthe
breath of life; and man became a living being. ®The Lorbp God planted agarden toward the east, in
Eden; and thereHeplaced the man whom Hehad formed. °Out of theground the L orp God caused
to grow every treethat is pleasing to the sight and good for food; thetree of lifealso in the midst of
the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

2:4"Thisisthe account” Literaly it is“these are the gengations.” This phrase is the author’s way of
dividing Genesisintoliterary segments(cf.5:1; 6:9; 10:1; 11:10,27; 25:12,19; 36:1,8; 37:2). Somescholars
seeit asintroducing a section (i.e. Derek Kidner) while others seeit asclosing asection (i.e. R. K. Harrison
and P. J. Wiseman). It seemsto do both. It ispossiblethat 1:1-2:3 dealswith the creation of the cosmos
and 2:4-15 focuses on the creation of mankind which is contextually related to chapters 3 and 4.

¥ “day” The Hebrew term yomisusually used of a 24-hour period of time. However, itisalso used of a
longer duration as a metgphor (cf. 2:4; 5:2, Ruth 1:1; Isa 2:11,12,17; 4:2; Ps. 90:4). Possibly v. 4daisa
subtitle heading and 4b starts the discussion.

¥ “theLorp God” Thisisliterally YHWH Elohim which combines the two most common names for
God. Thisisthefirst timethey are used together. Many modern scholars have assumed two authors for
Gen. 1 and 2 because of the use of these divine names. However, the rabbis assert that they refer to the
characteristicsof deity: (1) Elohim ascreator, provider and sustainer of al lifeonthisplanet and (2) YHWH
as savior, redeemer and covenant making deity. Theterm YHWH isfrom the CAUSATIVE FORM of the
Hebrew verb “to be” (cf. Exod. 3:14). It theologically impliesthe ever living, only living God. The Jews
became afraid to pronounce thisholy name lest they break the commandment about taking God’' s name in
vain. So, they substituted the Hebrew term Adon (husband, owner, master, lord) whenever theyread the text
aloud. Thisiswhy in English YHWH istrandated LORD.

¥ “earth and heaven” The order of these words is reversed from v. 1 but why is uncertan.
2:5“shrub of thefield” Thisrefersto wild plants (cf. Gen. 21:15; Job 30:4,7).

¥ “plant of thefield” Thisrefersto cutivated, domestic plants.
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2:6“amist” Thisisthe Akkadiantermfor (1) flood or (2) flow of subterranean water. Thispossibly means
that watering occurred by flooding. The verb is IMPERFECT which means repeated action in past time.
The Arabic pardlél isfog which isthe origin of mist.

Thisagain may havereflected the circumstancesinthe Garden of Edenalone. Geology seemsto confirm
the ancient results of water on the earth’ s surface long before the spedal creation of Adam and Eve.

2:7 “formed” Literdly this means “to mold clay” (cf. Jer. 18:6). Thisis the third term used to describe
God' screative action in relationto mankind (“make,” 1:26; “ created,” 1:27 and “formed,” 2:7,19). TheNT
reveals that Jesus was God' s agent in creation (cf. John 1:3; | Cor. 8:6; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2).

¥ “man of dust from the ground” Man is the Hebrew term, Adam, which meant (1) apun on the terem
“red” (cf. Exod. 25:5; 28:17; Num. 19:2; Isa. 63:2; Zech. 1:8) or (2) “ground” (adamah) possibly alluding
to “red clay clods.” Thisreflectsthe lowliness and frailty of humanity. Thereisadialectical tension here
between mankind’ s exalted place and lowly frail condition! Animalsareformed thesameway inv. 19. It
isalso possible that it refers to mankind' s origin from the dust (cf. Gen. 3:19; Ps. 103; Eccl. 12:7). This
denotes mankind as clay and God as potter (cf. Isa. 29:16; 45:9; 64:8; Jer. 18:6; Rom. 9:20-23).

¥ “thebreath of life” The Hebrew, ruach, and Greek, pneuma, words for “breath” can mean “wind” or
“gpirit.” God took special care with the creation of mankind but we still physically function as do all the
animals on the planet (i.e. breathe, eat, excrete, and reproduce).

¥ “man became a living being” Humans become a nephesh but so do the cattle (cf. 1:24; 2:19). The
uniqueness of humanity is God’s personal forming and breathing. Humans do not have a soul, they area
soul! We are aunity of the physical and the spiritud. We will always have abodily expression except for
the intermediate state between death and resurrection (cf. | Thess. 4:13-15).

Was Adam aprimitive man or amodern man? How isherelated to other hominids of antiquity? Stone-
age men were present in the Mt. Carmel region 200,000 years ago. When was Adam created? Ishethe end
of development or is hefirst of a special creation?

2:8“garden” Thisterm isused in the sense of a park. The Septuagint trandlates it with a Persian word,
“paradise.”

¥ “in Eden” InHebrew Eden means*“ delight.” Noticethegardenisnot called “Eden,” but located in Eden.
Thisisobviously ageographical location, aplacename. Therelated Sumerian term can mean“fertileplain.”
The description in vv. 8, 10-14 is very detailed which is meant to convey its precise location but its
geographical location is unknown. Most commentators placeit (1) at the mouth of the modern Tigrisand
Euphrates Riversor (2) at the head waters of theserivers.

However, the names of all theriversdo not fit modern geography. How muchof the earth was changed
by the Flood is uncertain. The similarities of the Mesopotamian and biblical accounts would logically put
the garden in Mesopotamia but thisis only speculation.

2:9“treeof life. . .tree of the knowledge of good and evil” Gen. 3:3 impliesthat there was only one tree
while3:22impliestwo trees. Thetree of knowledge of good and evil hasno parallel inancient Near Eastern
literature. Thistree was not magical, but it seemed to offer to mankind away to be independent from their
creator God or at least to gain knowledge and insight equal to or in competition with God. This isthe
essence of sin. Itisalso possiblethat it offered Eve away to dominate Adam, which violated the created
mutual ity.
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NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 2:10-14

“Now ariver flowed out of Eden to water thegarden; and from thereit divided and became four
rivers. 'The name of thefirst is Pishon; it flows around the wholeland of Havilah, where thereis
gold. **Thegold of that land is good; the bdellium and the onyx stonearethere. *The name of the
second river isGihon; it flowsaround thewholeland of Cush. *“Thenameof thethirdriver isTigris;
it flows east of Assyria And thefourth river isthe Euphrates.

2:10 “rivers’ These were “branch streams.”

2:11 “Pishon” Literally this is “gush.” This may refe to an ancient waterway or canal in southern
Mesopotamia called “Pisanu.”

¥ “flowsaround” Thisliterally means “winds through.”

¥ “Havilah” Literally thismeans“sandy land.” Thisisnot the one located in Egypt but linked to Cush in
10:7. Thetermisused againin 10:29 for asandy land in Arabia.

2:12 “bddlium” Thisis possibly an aromatic tree gum. The meaning for this term and the next one are
uncertain. Some have suggested that this should be trandated “pearls’ (cf. Helen Spurrell and James
Moffatt’s trandation).

J “onyx” All ancient terms for jewels are very uncertain. This stone was oneof the twelve stone on the
breastplate of the High Priest (cf. Exod. 28:9).

2:13 “Gihon” Literally this is “bubble.” This may refer to an ancient waterway or canal in southern
Mesopotamia called “ Guhana.”

¥ “Cush” Thistermisused in three waysin the OT: (1) here and 10:6ff to refer to Kassites to the east of
theTigrisValley; (2) Hab. 3:8; 11 Chron. 14:9ff; 16:8; 21:16 to refer to northern Arabia; and(3) usually used
to refer to Ethiopia or Nubiain north Africa.

2:14" 1t flowseast of Assyria’ Thisisliterally “Hiddekel” which isthe name of oneof Assyria s capitals,
Asshur, located on theriver Tigns.

¥ “Euphrates’ Literally thisis“perath.” Itisoften caled “The River” (cf. Gen. 15:18; | Kgs. 4:21,24).

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 2:15-17

Then the Lorb God took the man and put him into the gar den of Eden to cultivateit and keep
it. **TheLorp God commanded theman, saying, " Fram any tree of thegarden you may eat freely;
Yput from thetreeof theknowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in theday that you eat from
it you will surely die."

2:15“tocultivateitand keep it” Work was mankind’ stask beforethefall and not aresult of sin. Theterm
“cultivate” means “to serve” while “keep” is “to protect.” This is part of the responsibility of human
dominion. We are to be stewards, not exploiters, of the resources of this planet.
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In the Sumerian and Babylonian mythologies mankind is always created to serve the gods but in the
Bible Adam and Eve are made in theimage of God, to havedominion over creation. Thisisthe only work
they are assigned to do and it has nothing to do with God’ s needs!

2:17“From any treein the garden you may eat freely” God' s command was not burdensome. God was
testing (cf. Gen. 22:1; Exod. 15:22-25; 16:4; 20.20; Deut. 8:2,16; 13.:3; Judg. 2:22; Il Chron. 32:31) His
highest creation’s loyalty and obedience.

¥ “thetree of the knowledge of good and evil” This was not a magica tree. It contained no secret
physical ingredient in its fruit to stimulate the human brain. It was atest of obedience and trust.

Noticethat the tree heldout strengths andweaknesses. It isamazing to me what humanity has produced
from the physical resources of this planet. Mankind is an awesome creation with potential for both good
or evil. Knowledge bringsrespong bility.

¥ “evil” Thisisthe Hebrew term ra which meant “to break up” or “ruin.” 1t combines the act and its
conseguences (cf. Robert B. Girdlestone' s Synonyms of the Old Testament, p. 80.)

¥ “theday” Inlight of Eve and Adam continuing to live after they ate, thisis a use of “day” as a period
of time, not 24 hours

¥
NASB “you will surely die”

NKJV  “you shall surely die’
NRSV  “you shall die’

TEV “you will die the same day”
NJB “you are doomed to die”

Thisisan INFINITEABSOLUTE andaCOGNATE ACCUSATIVE, “dyingtodie.” Thisisthesame
as v. 16. This structure carries several possible trandations (cf. Twenty-Sx Translations of the Old
Testament). Obviously death refersto spiritual death here(cf. Eph. 2:1), whichresultsin physical death (cf.
Gen. 5). Inthe Biblethree stages of death are described: (1) spiritual death (cf. 2:17; 3:18:59:2; Rom. 5:12-
21; 7:10-11; Eph. 2:1,5; Cal. 2:13a; James 1:15); (2) physical death (cf. Gen. 5); and (3) eternal death, called
“the second death” (cf. Rev. 2:11; 20:6,14; 21:8). Inarea sensethisrefersto all three

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 2:18-25

¥Then the Lorb God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone; | will make him a helper
suitablefor him." *°Out of theground the L orp God formed every beast of thefield and every bird
of thesky, and brought themto the man to seewhat hewould call them; and whatever theman called
aliving creature, that wasitsname. “Theman gavenamesto all thecattle, and tothebirdsof thesky,
and to every beast of thefield, but for Adam therewas not found a helper suitable for him. #Sothe
Lorb God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then Hetook one of hisribs and
closed up theflesh at that place. ThelL orbp God fashioned intoawoman therib which Hehad taken
fromtheman, and brought her totheman. #Theman said, " Thisisnow boneof my bones, And flesh
of my flesh; Sheshall be called Woman, Because shewastaken out of Man." #For thisreason aman
shall leavehisfather and hismother, and bejoined to hiswife; and they shall become oneflesh. *And
the man and hiswife wereboth naked and wer e not ashamed.
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2:18“it isnot good for the man to be alone” Thisisthe only place in these opening chapters of the OT
where “not good” is used. God has made us to need someone, even beyond fellowship with Him! Man
could not fulfill hisroleto rule over creation without the companionship of woman, nor could hefulfill the
command to multiple and fill the earth.

¥
NASB “ahelper suitablefor him”

NKJV  “aheper comparableto him”
NRSV  “ahelper ashispartner”

TEV “asuitable companion to help him”
NJB “ahelper”

Thismeans “one who complements or completes.” Thistermisoften used to describe God' shelp (cf.
Exod. 18:4; Deut. 33:4). Notice the mutuality between male and female as in 1:26-27 and the PLURAL
IMPERATIVESof 1:28. Submission does not come until after the Fall (cf. 3:16). This specific account of
the creation of woman isunique in ancient Near Eastern literature.

An interesting word study is found in Hard Sayings of the Bible, pp. 92-94, where it asserts the
trandation “a power (or strength) corresponding to man.”

2:19 " God formed every beast” Some have taken thisto assert that God created the animals after Adam
in what they call the second creation account (cf. Gen. 2:4-25). But in reality the VERB form should be
trandated “had formed” (cf. NIV). Often the interpreter’ s pre-suppositions drive the interpretation more
than the text.

¥ “toseewhat hewould call them” Nameswere very important to the Hebrews. This shows mankind's
authority and dominion over theanimals.

Doesthisrefer to(1) all thedifferent animalsinthewholeworld, (2) original beginning typesof animals
or (3) the animals of Mesopotamia?

2:21 This verse reinforces the unique rel ationship between man and woman, Adam and Eve (cf. v. 23). It
may be aHebrew idiom for closeness and intimacy. The Hebrew word for “rib” istranslaed elsewhere as
“side”

It isinteresting that in his book, Introduction to the Old Testament, pp. 555-556, R. K. Harrison asserts
that the Hebrew term for “rib” heremeans “an aspect of the per sondity” which wouldform an analogy with
Adam madein theimage and likeness of God to also include aspects of personality.

Itisasointeresting that a“rib” ispart of the creation of woman in the Sumerian creation account: from
enki camenin-ti (cf. D. J. Wiseman'’ slllustrationsfromBiblical Archaeology). Inthiscontext the Sumerian
word for rib (i.e. ti) also means “to make alive.” Eve will be the mother of al living (cf. 3:20).

2:22 “brought her to the man” The rabbis say that God acted as best man.

2:23“Woman. ..Man” Literallythisislshah. . .ish, an obvious sound play (especialy “her name Ishah™).
Adam also namesEve. The etymology isuncertan. Usually Adamrefersto humanity andish to a specific
individual.

2:24 " leave hisfather and hismother” The importance of the family causes it to be read back into this

early account. Moses isreflecting on his own day and the importance of the family unit in an extended
family living situation. Marriage takes precedence over indaws!
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¥
NASB  “cleave’

NKJV  “bejoined”
NRSV  “clings’
TEV “isunited with”
NJB “becomes attached to”
ThisisaHebrew idiom of loyalty, even intimacy (cf. Matt. 19:5-6; Eph. 5:31).

¥ “oneflesh” Thisshowsthe complete union and priority relationship of married couples. The PLURAL
form of “one” speaks of thejoining of thetwo. Thissame PLURAL formisused of God in Deut. 6:4-6, the
great Jewish prayer on the oneness of God, the Shema

2:25 " both naked and wer e not ashamed” This should go with chapter 3. The implication of the phrase
isthat Adam had nothing to hide from himself, his spouse, his God. Thereforeit isan idiom of innocence.
Things will soon change!

The fact that the man and woman were naked implies a very controlled environment. This may lend
itself to the Garden of Eden’ s being a protected and special creaion, different from the rest of theplanet.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Thisisa study guide commentary, which means that you are responsible for your own interpretation of
the Bible. Each of us must walk in the light we have. You, the Bible, and the Holy Spirit arepriority in
interpretation. Y ou must not relinquish this to a commentator.

These discussion questions are provided to help you think through the major issues of thissection of
the book. They are meant to be thought-provoking, not definitive.

=

Is there a distinction made in Genesis 1 between God creating and the things which He has made
producing? If so, what does thisimply?
2. How isman like the animals? How is man like God?
3. Arewomen made inthe image of God or only of theimage of Adam?
4. What doesit imply that man is to subdue and rule the created order?
5. How does the phrase “Be fruitful and multiply” relate to the population explosion?
6. Isit God swill that man be vegetarian?
7. lsitimproper for man to worship on Sunday instead of Saturday in light of Gen. 2:2,3?
8. Why are chgoters 1 and 2 so simila, yet different?
9. Why is Adam trandated both as a proper name and a generic one?
10. Why isthe geographical siteof Eden given in such detail ?
11. Name the three forms of biblical death.
12. What does verse 18 say about usas sexual beings?
13. Does“hépe” imply mutuaity?
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GENESIS 3

PARAGRAPH DIVISIONS OF MODERN TRANSLATIONS

NASB NKJIV NRSV TEV NJB

The Temptation and Fall of ~ The Temptation Story Human Disobedience The Fall
Man

31-7 3:1-8 3:1-7 31 3:1-7
3:2-3
3:4-5
3:6-7
3:8-13 3:8-19 3:8-9 3:8-13
3:9-19 3:10
311
312
3:13a
3:13b
God Pronounces Judgment
3:14-19 3:14-15 3:14-16
3:20-21 3:20-24 3:20-21 3:20-21 3:20-24

Adam and EveAre Sent
Out of the Garden

3:22-24 3:22-24 3:22-24

READING CYCLE THREE (see p. vii)
FOLLOWING THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR' SINTENT AT THE PARAGRAPH LEVEL

Thisisastudy guidecommentary, which meansthat you are responsible for your own interpretation of
the Bible. Each of us must walk in the light we have. Y ou, theBible, and the Hdy Spirit arepriority in
interpretation. Y ou must not relinquish this to a commentator.

Read the chapter in one sitting. Identify the subjects. Compare your subject divisions with the five
tranglations above. Paragraphing is not inspired, but it isthe key to following the original author’ sintent,
which isthe heart of interpretation. Every paragraph has one and only one subject.

1. First paragraph
2. Second paragraph

3. Third paragraph

4. Etc.
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INTRODUCTION

A. Genesis 3is pivotal in understanding the problem of evil and suffering in our world.

B. Theeffect of mankind’ swil Iful rebellion against aloving, caring, providing, fellowshiping God has
affected not only theirreligiouslife but also their own personhood, their family life, and their world.

Notice the high pricethat God Himself personally paid in order for humanity to exercise freedom.

God's joy and original purpose for/with creation was radically affected (but not permanently) by
human rebellion. 1f we assumethe goodnessandloving provision of God, therebellion of humanity
(and possibly the angels) isseen initsradical disrespect and self-centeredness.  God’ scontinuing
love and promise of salvation (cf. 3:15) also becomes more radical in its gracious character!

C. Although this chapter has common motifs with other ancient Near Eastern texts, its presentation is
monotheistic and not dualistic.

ORIGIN AND PURPOSE OF SIN

A. Biblical materid

1.

N

It is my theological assumption that Satan’s created purpose was (1) to offer to God-conscious

creatures an option which would lead to independence and then accusation, Job 1-2; Zech. 3; or

(2) Genesis 3 presupposes a previous angelic rebellion in God's creation or at least a clear

dandering of God to humansthrough angeli c agency.

Mankind is affected by temptation.

The Bible does not specifically discuss the origin or purpose of “evil.”

a. Some later Jewish writings asserted that sin began from Gen. 3 (in Satan, then in man)

b. Other Jewish inter-biblical writings assert that sin began in Gen. 6 (in “the sons of God”)

c. After Jesus day falseteachers combined Judaism with Greek thought and asserted that evil
was inherent in physical matter (cf. Col.; Eph.; I Tim.; Il Tim.; and Titus)

Itisassumed that evil hasapurposeor it would not exist. Y et thereisan obviousintensification

of evil and Satan fromthe OT tothe NT (cf. The Theol ogy of the OT by A. B. Davidson, pp. 300-

306). Inthe OT Satan is not an enemy of God (except passibly in this chapter) but always an

enemy of humanity. Therabbissaytheevil onewasjealousof God’ sloveand carefor mankind.

Adam’ssin affectsall of creation (i.e. whichisthe Hebrew concept of corporality cf. Gen. 3:14-

24; Rom. 5:12ff; 8:18ff).

B. Historical-Thedogical development (taken from Systematic Theology by L. Berkhof).

1

2.

~w

The rabbis deny original sin and opt for the two intents (good versus evil). The OT does not
discuss Gen. 3 at length (nor do the rabbis).

Irenaeusisthefirst church father to discuss Adam’ ssin and its consequences. Thisview of the
fall of mankind through Adam’s sin became dominant in the Western Church (i.e. Augustine).
It apparently was used to combat gnosticism which posited the problem of evil in matter itself.
Origen maintained that each human sinned voluntarily in a previous existence (Platonic).

The Greek fathers (Eastern Church) of thethird and fourth centuries de-emphasized Adam’ spart
in the problem of evil in our world. This developed into Pelagianism (from an English monk)
which denied any link at all.

The Latin fathers, following Augustine, stressed the place of Adam in the problem of evil, sin,
and suffering in our world.

36



6. During the Protestant Reformation the major reformers followed Augustine, while Armenius
devel oped a semi-Pelagian reaction to dogmatic Cdvinism.
7. The philosophers and theol ogians asserted several theories of sin:
a. Kant—some unknown, unexplainable something in the supersensible sphere
b. Leibnitz—due to the inherent limitations of the material cosmos
c. Schleiermacher—due to the sensuous nature of man
d. Ritschl—due to human ignorance
e. Barth—involved with the mystery of predestination
f.  Whitehead—sinisinherent inthisworld system. It functionsto devel op both God and man.
8. The mgjor thrust of the Bible is the redemption of mankind from sin and evil, wrought by a
personal, loving God through Christ. Sin’s origin is never discussed.

NEW TESTAMENT THEOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT ON THE FALL

1. TheFall affected all mankind as clearly expressed in Paul’ s discussion of Rom. 5:12-21.

Romans 5:12-21 isadiscussion of Jesus as the second Adam (cf. | Cor. 15:21-22, 45-49; Phil.
2:6-8). It givesemphasisto thetheol ogical concept of both individual sinand corporateguilt. Paul’s
development of mankind's (and creation’s) fall in Adam was unique and different from the rabbis
while his view of corporality was very much in line with rabbinical teaching. It showed Paul’s
ability under inspiration to use, or supplement, the truths he was taught during his training in
Jerusalem under Gamaliel (cf. Acts 22:3).

Thedoctrine of original sin from Gen. 3 was developed by Augustineand Calvin. It assertsthat
humans are born sinful. Often Psalm 51:5; 58:3; and Job 15:14; 25:4 are used as OT proof-texts.
The alternate theological position that humans are morally and spiritually responsible for their own
choicesand destiny was devel oped by Pelagiusand Arminius. Thereissomeevidencefor their view
in Deut. 1:39; Isa. 7:15; and Jonah 4:11; John 9:41; 15:22,24; Acts 17:30; Rom. 4:15. The thrust
of thistheological position would be that children are innocent until an age of moral regonsibility
(for the rabbis this was 13 years old for boys and 12 years old for girls).

There is a mediating position in which both an innate evil propensity and an age of moral
responsibility are both true!  Evil is not only corporate, but a developing evil of self and sin (life
apart from God). The wickedness of humanity is not the issue (cf. Gen. 6:5,11-12,13; Rom. 3:9-
18,23), but the when, at birth or later in life?

2. “A new heaven and anew earth” become the NT eschatological theme.

“A new heaven and anew earth.” This Greek term for “new,” kainos, emphasizes quality, not
chronological time (cf. 2:17; 3:12, 5:9; 14:3; 21:1,2,5). Thiswas an OT theme, arecreated earth
(cf. Isa. 11:6-9; 65:17; 66:22; Rom. 8:18-25; |1 Pet. 3:10,12). All believersare citizens of this new
Kingdom (cf. Phil. 3:20; Eph. 2:19; Heb. 12:23) and share this new creation (cf. [l Cor.5:17; Gal.
6:15; Eph. 4:24). A paralel theological concept would be the “ city of God not madewith human
hands’ of Heb. 11:10,16; 12:22; 13:14.

The new creation will be like theinitial creation. Heaven will be arestored Garden of Eden.
God, mankind, the animals, and all natural creation will fellowship and rejace again! TheBible
begins with God, mankind and the animals in perfect fellowship in a garden (cf. Gen. 1-2). The
Bibleendswith God and mankind in agarden setting (cf. Rev. 21-22) and by prophetic implication,
theanimals(cf. Isa. 11:6-8; 65:25). Believersare not going to heaven; the new Jerusalem iscoming
down out of heaven (cf. Rev. 21:2) and coming to arecreated and cleansed earth. God and mankind
are together again (cf. Gen. 3:15; Isa. 7:14; 8:8,10; Rev. 21:3).
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WORD AND PHRASE STUDY

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 3:1-7

Now the ser pent wasmar e cr afty than any beast of thefield which theL orp God had made. And
hesaid to thewoman, " Indeed, has God said, 'Y ou shall nat eat from any tree of thegarden'?" ?The
woman said to the serpent, " From thefruit of thetreesof the garden wemay eat; *but from thefruit
of thetree which isin the middle of the garden, God has said, 'Y ou shall not eat from it or touch it,
or you will die."" “The serpent said to thewoman, " You surely will not die! *For God knowsthat in
theday you eat from it your eyeswill be opened, and you will belike God, knowing good and evil."
®When thewoman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that
the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her
husband with her, and heate. "Then the eyes of both of them wer e opened, and they knew that they
wer e naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings.

3:1“Now” Thisis not temporad but simply aliterary technique for introducing a new stage in the drama of
creation. We do not know how long Adam and God were together or how long Adam, Eve, and God were
together before this account.

¥ “theserpent” See Special Topic following

SPECIAL TOPIC: THE SERPENT

A. Theterm “serpent” isNachash. It has several possible etymologies:
1. Kal Sem- “to hiss’
2. Piel Sem- “to whisper” asin sorcery or divination
3. From 4:22 -“to shine” possibly related to the term “bronze”
4. From Arabic root -“to creep”

B. The definitearticleis present which shows one particular snake or personified entity.

C. The litera nessof the serpent is bol stered by:
1. Itislisted asjust one of the beasts of the field that God had created.
2. Itspunishment in 3:14 as aliteral animal.
3. Itisalludedto specifically inthe NT, Il Cor. 11:3and | Tim. 2:13-14.

D. The serpent was specifically identified with Satan in:

1. Theinter-testamental book of “Wisdom,” 2:23-24. “For God created manto beimmortd; . . .
nevertheless, through envy of the Devil came death into the world.”

2. lrenaeus (about A.D. 130-202)
Revelation 12:9; 20:2

4. Thisidentification is absent from the OT itself because it does not discuss Genesis 3 at any
length. It isnot even mentioned or interpreted in any other OT book.

w
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E. Why Satanisnot specifically namedSThe emphasis of the text is on mankind’ s responsibility, not
on supernatural temptation. In Romans 1-3 where man’ ssinfulnessis presanted and 4-8 where its
effects are noted, Satan is never mentioned.

¥ “crafty” Thereare two possible punsrelated to thisterm: (1) “crafty” or “wise” and (2) “prudent” from
the original meaning, “to make naked.” Thisdoes not seem to be a negative term applied to the serpent but
simply a recognition o his characteristics (cf. Matt. 10:16). This is possibly why the evil one chose to
incarnate this particular beast.

¥ “any beast of thefield” This showsthat the serpent was simply one of the many created animal forms.

¥ “theLorbp God” Thefirst term“LORD” isthe covenant name of God, Y HWH, from the Hebrew verb
“to be” (cf. Exod. 3:14). The second term “God” is the Hebrew term Elohim which isthe PLURAL form
of the general term for God in the ancient Near East, EI. The rabbis say that YHWH stands for God's
covenant mercy while Elohim stands for God as creator.

¥ “And he said” There has been much speculation about an articulate serpent. We do not know the
relationship between humans and animals before the fall although it must have been a friendly one.
However, | assume that speech is part of the image of God in mankind and is; therefore, not normal for
animals. Thissamefellowshipisgoing to berestoredinan eschatol ogical setting (cf. Isa. 11:6-11). | assume
that the snake was indwelt by Satan and therefore it is his voice that is heard. What is theologcally
surprising is that Eve was not surprised!

¥ “thewoman” There has been much speculation among commentators as to why Eve was apart from
Adam, even though the verbs used by Satan are PLURAL. In 3:6 it implies Adam may have been present
through part of the dialog. Some have asserted that it issymbolic of her seeking self-identity. Othersbelieve
that Satan tempted her because she did not hear God's commands directly (cf. 2:16-17). All of thisis
speculation.

¥ “Indeed, has God said” The rabbis say that Satan could not use the term YHWH because he was
unfamiliar with the mercy of God. However, there seems to be an intensificaion of wickedness in the
person of Satan in the Bible (cf. The Theology of the Old Testament by A. B. Davidson, pp. 300-306).

SPECIAL TOPIC: PERSONAL EVIL

Thisisavery difficult subject for several reasons:

1. The OT does not reveal an arch enemy to God, but a servant of YHWH who offers mankind anj
alternative and accuses mankind of unrighteousness.

2. The concept of apersond arch enemy developed in inter-biblical (non-canonical) literature under
the influence of Persian religion (Zoroastrianism). This, in turn, greatly influences rabbinical
Judaism.

3. The NT developsthe OT themes in surprisingly stark, but selective, categories.

If one approaches the study of evil from the perspective of biblical theology (each book or author or

genre studied and outlined separately) then very different views of evil are reveal ed.
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If, however, one approaches the study of evil from anon-biblical or extra-biblicd approach of world
religions or eastern religons then much of theNT development is foreshadowed in Persian dualism and
Greco-Roman spiritism.

If one is presuppositionally committed to the divine authority of Scripture, then the NT development
must be seen as progressivereveldion. Christians must guard against dlowing Jewish folk lore or English
literature (Dante, Milton) tofurther clarify the concept. Thereiscertainly mygery and ambiguity inthisarea]
of revelation. God has chosen not toreveal all aspects of evil, its origin, its purpose, but He has reveaed
its defeat!

In the OT the teem Satan or accuser seems to relate to three separate groups.

1. human accusers- | Sam. 29:4; Il Sam. 19:22; | Kgs. 11:14,20,29; Ps. 109:6

2. angelic accusers - Num. 22:22-23; Zech. 3:1

3. demonic accusas- | Chr. 21:2, | Kgs. 22:21; Zech. 13:2

Only later in the inter-testamental period is the serpent of Gen. 3 identified with Satan (cf. Book of
Wisdom 2:23-24; |11 Enoch 31:3), and even later does this become arabbinical option (cf. Sot 9b and Sanh.
29a). The “sons of God” of Gen. 6 become angels in | Enoch 54:6. | mention this, not to assert its
theological accuracy, but to show its development. Inthe NT these OT activities are attributed to angelic,
personified evil (cf. | Cor. 11:3; Rev. 12:9).

Theorigin of personified evil isdifficult or impossible (depending on your point of view) to determine
from the OT. Onereason for thisis the strong monotheism of Israel (cf. | Kgs. 22:20-22; Eccl. 7:14; |sa.
45:7;, Amos 3:6). All causality was attributed to Y HWH to demonstrate His uniqueness and primacy (cf.
Isa. 43:11; 44:6,8,24; 45:5-6,14,18,21,22).

One avenue of possible information has been focusing on (1) Job 1-2 where Satan is one of the “sons
of God” (i.e. angels) or (2) Isa. 14; Ezek. 28 where prideful near eastern kings (Babylon and Tyre) are used
to illustrate the pride of Satan (cf. | Tim. 3:6). | have mixed emotions about this approach. Ezekiel uses
Garden of Eden metaphors not only of the king of Tyre as Satan (cf. Ezek. 28:12-16), but aso for the king]
of Egypt asthe Tree of theKnowledge of Good and Evil (Ezek. 31). However, Isa. 14, particularly vv. 12-
14, seemsto describe an angelic revolt through pride. If God wanted to reveal to us the specific nature andj
origin of Satan thisisavery obliqueway and placeto doit. We must guard against the trend of systematic
theology of taking small, ambiguouspartsof different testaments, authors, books, and genresand combining
them as pieces of one divine puzzle.

Alfred Edershamin his The Life and Times of Jesusthe Messiah, vol. 2, appendices X111 (pp. 748-763)
and XVI (pp. 770-776) says that Rabbinical Judaism has been overly influenced by Persian dualism and
demonic speculation. Therabbisare not agood sourcefor truth inthisarea. Jesusradically diverges froml
the teachings of the Synagogue in this area. | think that the rabbinical concept of angelic mediation and
opposition in the giving of thelaw to Moses on Mt. Sinai opened the door to the concept of an arch angelic
opposer to YHWH aswell asmankind. Thetwo high gods of Iranian dualism, Ormuzdon Ahura Mazda (the)
good god) vs. Ahriman (the evil god), battled for supremacy with theearth as the battleground. Out of thig
conflict may have devel oped within Judaism a dualism between YHWH and Satan.

Thereis surely progressive revel ation with the NT asto the personification of evil, but not as elaborate
as the rabbis. A good example of this difference is the “war in heaven.” The fall of Satan is alogical
necessity, but the specifics are not given. Even what is given is veiled in apocalyptic genre (cf. Rev.
12:4,7,12-13). Although Satan isdefeated and exiled to earth, he still functions as a servant of Y HWH (cf.
Matt. 4:1; Lk. 22:31-32; | Cor. 5:5; | Tim. 1:20).

Wemust curb our curiosity inthisarea. Thereisa personal force of temptation and evil, but thereis still
only one God and mankindisstill responsiblefor his/her choices. Thereisaspiritual battle, bothbeforeand]
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after salvation. Victory can only come and remain in and through the Triune God. Evil has been defeated
and will be removed!

¥ “You shall not eat from any tree of the garden” This Hebrew phraseis very specific but it seemsto
be related to an affirmation, not aquestion. The serpent is simply beginning a dialogue with the woman in
connection with God' s prohibition to the tree in the midst of the garden.

3:2 Eve states God' s provision of all of the other treesasfood. But the serpent brushesthis asideto focus
in on God' s prohibition of the tree of knowledge of good and evil.

3:3"but from thefruit of thetreewhich isin themidst of thegarden” From Gen. 2:9 welearn that there
are two trees in the midst of the garden, the tree of life and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.
Apparently at the proper time the fruit of both of these trees would have been given to mankind, but
mankind’ s grabbing self-assertion takes this out of the plan of God (how oppositeisJesus reactionin Phil.
2:6-11). Thetree of life is common to all ancient Near Eastern creation accounts, however, the tree of
knowledge of good and evil isuniqueto the Bible. Thereisnothing magical about thefruit. It wastheway
that God was using it, not anything inherent in the physical qudities of the fruit itself, that made it
significant.

¥ “or you will die” It is uncertain what Eve understood about death for none of the animals had died.
However, this may have been somehow communicated to the man and woman. The Bible knows of three
kindsof death: (1) the spiritual death which occursin Gen. 3; Isa. 59:2; Rom. 7:10-11; Eph. 2:1; James 1:15;
(2) the physicd death which reaults, Gen. 5; and (3) the eternal death as a consequence of man’s stubborn,
rebellious heart (cf. Rev. 2:11; 20:6,14; 21:8).

3:4“The serpent said to thewoman, ‘Y ou surely shall not diel”” Satan hasfirst of all attacked God's
veracity; now he attacks the truth of God's word. And, in v. 5, he will attack God’s benevolence and
goodness toward humankind. The Hebrew form of this sentence isin a striking intensified form. Satan
denies God' s statament.

3:5“For God knowsthat in the day you eat from it your eyeswill be opened” There waslimited truth
in what Satan said, but it was atragic half-truth (cf. Titus 1:15).

¥ “you will belike God” Thisword for God istheterm Elohim. Itisusedin thiscontext for God Himsel f
and thisis how many trangations interpret this phrase. However, thisterm can also be used of the angels
(cf. Ps. 8:5,6; 82:1,6 [quoted in Heb. 2:7]; 97:7); it can be used of a*“ spirit being” (cf. | Sam. 28:13) and it
can be used of Israeli judges (cf. Exod. 21:6; 22:8-9). It seems morelogical that thisis apromise of being
likethe angels, the spiritual beingswho are present with God or possibly the heavenly council. Itisironical
that mankind tried to grasp from God what was already his. Humanity is a higher spiritual order than the
angels (cf. Heb. 1:14; 2:14-16; | Cor. 6:3).

3:6 “When thewoman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight tothe eyes, and
that thetreewasdesirableto makeonewise” Herewe seethethreefold devel opment from the temptation
to the actual act of sin. The rabbis say that the eyes and ears are windows of the soul and what we let in
grows in our heart until the fateful act is committed (cf. Prov. 23:7).
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¥ “and shegavealsoto he husband with her, and heate” There has been much speculation about this
verse. Therabbisassert that Adam ate so that hewould not be separated from hiswife Thisisalso asserted
by MiltoninParadiseLost. However, it seemsfrom the context, that Eve acted toward Adam asthe serpent
had toward her, along withthe experiential evidencethat she had already eaten andwasnot dead. Therabbis
even assert that the serpent used this same technique with Eve; that heforced her to touchthefruit and said,
“See, you did not die.” Possibly shetold Adam, “ See, I'm not dead.”

3:7*and they knew that they werenaked” This has been used by many commentators to assat a sexual
nature to the temptation (cf. Il Cor. 11:3, “the serpent seduced Eve”’). Therabbis even say that the serpent
sexually seduced Eve, but this seems to be reading biases into the text. Their new knowledge was not the
blessing it was cracked up to be (cf. Titus 1:15).

¥ “sewed figleavestogether” Thetraditional stancethat Eve atean appleishighlyspeculative. Therabbis
say that she ate a fig from the same tree from which they took the leaves to clothe themselves. However,
“the fruit” could be a date or someother kind of fruitSwe simply do not know. Thekind of fruit is not an
issue.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 3:8-13

¥They heard the sound of the L orD God walkingin thegar den in the cool of theday, and theman
and hiswifehid themselvesfrom the presence of theL orp God amongthetreesof thegarden. “Then
the Lorb God called to the man, and said to him, " Whereareyou?"' °Hesaid, " | heard thesound
of You in thegarden, and | was afraid because | was naked; so | hid myself." *And Hesaid, " Who|
told you that you wer e naked? Have you eaten from thetree of which | commanded you not to eat?"
2The man said, " The woman whom Y ou gave to be with me, she gave me from thetree, and | ate."
Then the Lorp God said to thewoman, " What isthisyou have done?" And thewoman said," The
serpent deceived me, and | ate."

3:8“They heard the sound of the Lorb God walking in thegarden” King James has “the voice of the
Lorbp God” but the Hebrew word impliesthe sound of Him walking. The structure of the Hebrew and the
context seem to imply that this was aregular activity where God and the first couple met for fellowship.
Thisis avery anthropomorphic phrase for God who is a spiritual being and does not have a body. Some
have postul ated that God clothed Himself in human form for fellowship with theoriginal couple Thismay
be true but the only part of the Triune God that has a corporeal existenceisthe Son. Some have speculated
that sincethe NT asserts creation to the agency of theSon (cf. John 1:3,10; | Cor. 8:6; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2),
the physicd manifestations of God (i.e. Angel of the Lord) may refer to the pre-incamate Christ.

¥ “inthe cool of the day” The Hebrew phrase is related to the term for the wind. It speaks of the cool
breeze either of the morning or the evening.

¥ “theman and hiswife hid themselves from the presence of theL orp God” The tragedy of sin can
already be seen in the emotional aswell as physical separation between God and His creation (cf. Ps. 139;
Rev. 6:16).

3:9“Whereareyou?’ Obviously thisisnot God |ooking for information, but asking aquestion so that they
could realize what they had done (cf. v. 11).
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3:10“ 1 wasafraid becausel wasnaked” What atragedy! Adam isafraid of the loving God who areated
him and wanted to know him. Theintensity of evil can be clearly seen here as man still continues to hide
from God, from himself, from hisfamily and from the natural order. Thefact that he was naked was simply
a coverup of the real problem which was open-eyed rebellion to the will of God.

3:12 " The man said” Here we have the emphasis on the fact that man isresponsible even though hetries
to blame Eve, even God Himself. Even inthe midst of numerous excuses, blaming either Eve or God, man
isresponsible for his own actions. Flip Wilson’s theology, “ The Devil mademe do it!” is no more of an
excuse than “Cultural environment made me do it” or “ Genetic predisposition made me doit,” etc.

3:13 “The serpent deceived me, and | ate’” Eve quickly learned from Adam and she began to make
excuses. Theterm “deceived” seemsto mean “cause to forget.”

CONTEXTUAL INSIGHTSINTO GENESIS 3:14-24

INTRODUCTION

A. This passage, like 3:1-12, is crucial in our understanding of our world's present condition of sin,
sickness, pain, injustice, and evil. Thisisnot the world that God intended it to be.

B. Thispassage, especially v. 15, gives us our firg word about what our world is going to be because
of God' s redemptive intervention!

C. The consequences of rebellion against God' s person and word is clearly depicted! Satan is clearly
seen asaliar and sin fully runsits course in the lives of Adam and Eve and their children.

D. The relationship between man and woman is clearly delineatedin v. 16 (cf. Il Tim. 2:9-15; Eph.
5:22; Col. 3:18; | Pet. 31). The stressed relationships of our world are a direct result of orignal,
willful disobedience. However, they have also been affected by God’s grace in Christ (cf. | Cor.
11:11; Gal. 3:28).

E. Therabbisreject original sin and posit the two “yetzers’ (intents). However, there seemsto be OT
corroboration for Adam’soriginally sinningin Job 14:4; 15:14; 25:4; Ps. 51:5 and the classical NT
passage of Rom. 5:12-21.

WORD AND PHRASE STUDY

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 3:14-19

“TheLorb God said to the serpent, " Because you have donethis, Cursed are you mor e than all
cattle, and morethan every beast of thefield; on your belly you will go, and dust you will eat all the
daysof your life; *and | will put enmity between you and thewoman, and between your seed and her
seed; Heshall bruiseyou on thehead, and you shall bruisehim ontheheel." **Tothewoman Hesaid,
"1 will greatly multiply Your painin childbirth,in pain you will bringforth children; yet your desire
will be for your husband, and he will rule over you." *Then to Adam He said, " Because you have
listened tothevoiceof your wife, and have eaten from thetr eeabout which | commanded you, saying,
"You shall not eat from it'; cursed isthe ground because of you; in toil you will eat of it all the days
of your life. *®*Both thornsand thistlesit shall grow for you; and you will eat the plants of the field;
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¥py the sweat of your faceyou will eat bread, till you return to theground, because from it you were
taken; for you aredust, and to dust you shall return.”

3:14“TheLorb God” Thisisthe combination of the two maor words for God in the OT, YHWH and
Elohim. See note at 2:4.

¥ “said totheser pent” God does not ask questions of theserpent asHedidof Adam and Eve. The serpent
isjudged as being atool of the evil one.

¥ “cursed areyou morethan all cattle” Thisdoesnot imply that all of the cattle were cursed. The phrase
“more”’ can mean “out of al the cattle.” The rabbis says that thisrefersto the gestation period of the cattle
versus that of thesnake, which the Talmud says isseven yeas.

¥ “onyour belly shall you go” Anythingthat crawled onitsbelly was considered unclean by the Hebrews
(cf.Lev. 11:42). Therabbissay that God cut the legs off the serpent in order to make him crawl, but maybe
thisissimilar to the sign of the rainbow of Gen. 9:13 which possibly always existed but now takes on added
meaning when used by God in a special way.

¥ “and dust shall you eat” Thisisaludedtoin Isa. 65:25. There seems to be an aspect of God cursing
the literal snake. This phrase may beametaphor in the Bible to refer to defeat and shame (cf. Ps. 79:9; Isa.
49:23; Micah 7:17).

3:15 “and | will put enmity” Enmity is aword used between persons. This seems to be the transition
where God' s judgment is addressed to Satan, not aliteral serpent (cf. Rev. 12:9; 20:2).

¥ ¢ between you and thewoman, and between your seedand her seed” There hasbeen much discussion
among commentators about thisverse. In context it seemsto refer to the children of the evil one (cf. Matt.
13:38; John 8:44) and the children of the Messiah. But because the next verse uses the SINGULAR form
“he” and “you” it seemsto refer to the tension between God and the evil one symbolized in the redemptive
work of the coming Messiah. It isobvious that Adam and Eve did not understand the ramification of this,
nor probably did Moses, athough Moses recognized in Deut. 18:18 that a prophet greater than he was
coming. | think that it probably does have an alusion to the virgin birth, though this was surely unknown
to the original human author, but knownto the divine author. As mankind fell through the impulgveness
of thewoman, mankind will be redeemed through the obedience of awoman in the supernatural conception
of theMessiah by theHoly Spirit. TheVulgate changesthe*he” inthe next phraseto “she,” whichistotally
inappropriate, but it may catch the gist of the fuller significance.

Asthis prophecy is not fully understood until its higorical fulfillment in the virgin birth of Jesus, the
same is to be said about the interpretation of Gen. 1 and 2. History reveals the fallenness of prophetic
revelaion as the continuing study of our earth shows the fullness of God's creative acts! There is no
conflict, just more complete knowledge on mankind’ s part asto God’ s adivities!

¥
NASB “He shall bruise you on the head”

NKJV  “Heshall bruiseyour head”

NRSV  “hewill strike your head”

TEV “Her offspring will crush your head”
NJB “It will bruise your head”
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The term “bruise” can mean “crush,” “pound,” or “strike” (cf. Rom. 16:20). Notice the SINGULAR
PERSONAL PRONOUN. The battle will eventually come down to individuds.

F
NASB “And you shall bruise him on the heel”

NKJV  “and you shall bruise His heel”
NRSV  “and you will strike hished”
TEV “and you will bite her offsprings’ heel”
NJB “and you will strikeits heal”
The sameword is used for both but it is obvious that Satan gets the worst end of the deal. This seems
to refer to the crucifixion when understood from the NT perspective.

3:16 “To thewoman He said” There seem to be three mgor el ements here: (1) painin childbirth; (2) too
many children to rear; and (3) the dominance o the husband. We can see how these are connected with
Eve' srebellion: (1) shewanted to be independent, but now sheistotally dependent on her husband (and not
God); (2) she sought for joy and happinessin the forbidden fruit, but now shehas painin the normal aspect
of her life. Itisobviousthat the NT understandsthis as atheological significance of the fallenrelationship
between men and women (cf. | Tim. 2:9-15). We must strike abalance between whowearein Christ, | Cor.
11:11; Gal. 3:28, and what we continue to be, in some respects, in Adam, Eph. 5:22; Cd. 3:18; | Pet. 3:1.

There is some confusion in the Hebrew text at this point. The term tranglated here “in childbirth” is
spelled differently. The Hebrew consonants could mean“lying-in-wait-for,” referring to evil tempting the
children (cf. Hard Sayings of the Bible, pp. 90-99).

¥ “yet your desire shall befor your husband” The Hebrew word translated here “desire” really means
“to turn.” Eve turned away from YHWH. Her punishment is turning to her husband, who often takes
advantage of the situation.

¥ “heshall ruleover you” Thisseemsto be aresult of thefall and, God help us, males' sinful nature has
takenittotheextreme. Jealousy, rape, divorce and godlessdominancehave characterized mankind’ ssexual
drivel We have become like the animals but with the problem of ego added to sexual desire!

3:17 “Becauseyou have listened to the voice of your wife” Adam should have been following God but
he followed his wife and broke God' s specific command.

¥ “cursed isthe ground because of you” There is a play on the word “Adam” (Adam) and the word
“ground” (adamah). Both have the same root. We can see the consequences of the fall of mankind and
nature in Rom. 8:16ff.

It has also been praposed that this reflects the state of nature outside the Garden of Eden. After their
rebellion Adam and Eve are sent out of God' s special placeinto thereality of a hunter/gatherer, tooth-and-
claw world.

¥ “intoil you shall eat of it all the days of your life” Adam was given the task of keeping the garden
before the Fall which was asign of his dominion, but now the task would become wearisome, repetitive,
mandatory and never ending. And even with mankind’ s labor, it results in meager produce (cf. v. 18).

3:19*"till you return totheground, becausefrom it you weretaken” Thisisadirect connection between
Adam’sfall, spiritual death and physcal death. God istrustworthy. He said that they would die and they
certainly did!
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WORD AND PHRASE STUDY

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 3:20-21

“Now the man called his wifés name Eve, because she was the mother of all the living. #The
L orD God made garments of skin for Adam and hiswife, and clothed them.

3:20 “Now the man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all the living” The
husband’' s dominion over hiswifeisnow symbolized by hisnaming her. Etymologicdly, thewords“Eve”
(hawwa) and “theliving” (haya) arevery similar and thiswas probably apopular Hebrew word play. These
word plays on Adam, Eve, Cain-Nod show theliterary nature of these early accounts. It isironical that she
iscalled “Eve” which means“living” when instead of life, she brought death.

3:21 It isunusua that humans needed this clothing unless climate and/or other radical changes awaited
mankind outside the garden of Eden.

Thisfirst death, instituted by God for mankind’ s need, clearly shows God' s care and provison as well
asthereality of judgment and consequence!

SPECIAL TOPIC: WHY GOD CLOTHED THEM WITH ANIMAL SKINS
A. Asaprovision for the harsh life outside of Eden
B. To cover their sensed shame of nakedness
C. To show the lawfulness of using animals for mankind’ s needs
D. To show the difference in mankind’ sprovisions (leaves) and God’ s (skins)
E. Toremind them of their own coming death

F. To foreshadow the clothing metaphor of Christ’s imputed righteousness given to us as a new
garment (cf. Rom. 13:14; Gal. 3:27; Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:8,10,12,14; James 1:21 | Pet. 2:1)

G. To show God's continuing love and provision for mankind, even though fallen

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 3:22-24

“Then the LorD God said, " Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing good and evil;
and now, he might stretch out hishand, and take also from thetree of life, and eat, and liveforever"
— Ztherefore the Lorp God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to cultivate the ground from
which hewastaken. #*So He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He stationed
thecherubim and theflaming sword which turned every direction to guard theway tothetreeof life.
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3:22 “Behold, the man has become like one of Us’ There has been much discussion about these
PLURALS in Genesis (cf. 1:26; 3:22; 11.7). Verse 22 begins with a SINGULAR and develops into a
PLURAL. If wealow Scripture to interpret Scripture, this obviously does refer to the triune God, not to
the much later Hebrew grammatical form called the plural of majesty. It could refer to the angelic council
(cf. 1 Kgs. 22:19). ThisOT plurality of God can be seen in the use of the word “one” in Deut 6:4 whichis
aPLURAL form (cf. Gen. 2:24). It can also be seen in the multiple use of theterm LORD in Ps. 110:1and
in the personification of deity known as the angel of the LORD; for one exampl e of many, see the burning
bush of Exod. 3:2,4.

¥ “thetree of life’” We have noted ealier that atree of life is common in most ancient Near Eastern
creation texts. Here, mankind is excluded, not because of the jealousy of the gods, but because it would be
acurse for mankind to live forever in his current fallen state.

3:23"“thereforethe Lorb God sent him out from the garden of Eden” Thisisastrong VERBAL form
that has negative connotations. In Deut. 21:14 it refersto divorce, and in | Kgs. 9:7 it refersto judgment on
the nation of Israel.

3:24"thecherubim” Thesearewinged angelic creatureswhich guarded the garden of God to keep mankind
out.

SPECIAL TOPIC: CHERUBIM
A. One of several typesof angelic beings.

B. Etymology isuncertain:
1. From Akkadian “intercessor” or “mediator” between God and man
2. From Hebrew thisis apossible word play, “chariot” and cherub” (cf. Ezek. 1; 10)
3. Some say it means “ brilliant appearance”

C. Physical formSThis has been difficult to ascertain because of varying descriptions withinthe Bible
and varying animal-human forms found in the ancient Near East. Some link them to:

1. Winged bull of Mesopotamia

2. Winged eaglelions of Egypt called “ griffins”

3. Winged creatures on Hiram, King of Tyres' throne

4. Sphinx of Egypt and similar forms found in King Ahab'sivory palace in Samaria

D. Physical Description
1. Theform cherubim islinked with the Seraphim of Isaiah 6.
2. Examples of different forms
a. Number of faces
(1) twoSEzek. 41:18
(2) fourSEzek. 1:6, 10; 10:14,16,21,22
(3) oneSRev. 4:7
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3.

4.

b. Number of wings
(1) twoSI Kgs. 6:24
(2) fourSEzek. 1:6,11; 2:23; 10:7,8-21
(3) six (like Seraphim of Isa. 6:2) SRev. 4:8
Other features
a Human handsSEzek. 1:8; 10:8,21
b. Legs
(1) Straight, no kneeSEzek. 1.7
(2) Calf feetSEzek. 1:7

Flavius Josephus admitsthat no one knew what cherubim looked like (cf. Antiquitiesof the Jews,
VII1:3:3).

E. Placesand purpose found in the Bible

1.
2.

Guardian of thetreeof life, Gen. 3:24 (possibly used metaphorically of Satanin Ezek. 28:14,16)
Tabernacle

a. Over the Ark of the Covenant; Exod. 25:18-20; Num. 7:89; | Sam. 4.4

b. Depicted on veil and curtains; Exod. 26:1,31; 36:8,35

Solomon’s Temple

a. Twolarge carved cherubsin Holy of Holies; | Kgs. 6:23-28; 8:6-7; 11 Chron. 3:10-14; 5:7-9
b. Onwallsof inner drine; | Kgs 6:29,35; Il Chron. 3:7

c. On panelsthat were associated with the several lavers; | Kgs. 7:27-39

Ezekiel’s Temple

a. Carved onwalls and doors; Ezek. 41:18-20, 25

Connected with transportation of deity

a. Possibly a metaphor for wind; Il Sam. 22:11; Ps. 18:10; 104:3-4; Isa. 19:1

b. Connected with God' s throne; Ps.80:1; 99:1; Isa. 37:16

c. Connected with God' s portable throne chariot; Ezek. 1:4-28; 10:3-22; | Chron. 28:18
Herod' s Temple

a. Painted onwalls (cf. Tamud “Yoma’ 54a)

Revelation throne scene; Rev. 4-5
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Thisisastudy guide commentary, which meansthat you are responsible for your own interpretation of
the Bible. Each of us must walk in the light we have. You, the Bible, and the Holy Spirit arepriority in
interpretation. Y ou must not relinquish this to a commentator.

These discussion questions are provided to help you think through the major issues of this section of
the book. They are meant to be thought-provoking, not definitive.

aghrwdPE

~No

10.
11.

12.

13.

Isthis allegory, myth, or historical-narrative?

Isthe serpent literal and did it talk?

Was the serpent energi zed and possessed by the evil one? If so, how and why?

Did God know what Adam and Eve would do? If so, why did He allow it?

Describein your own termsthe degrees of development of the serpent’ stemptation and the specific
charges against God.

How can God, asaspiritua being, have abody?

Does chapter 3 explain the presence of evil in our world and the presence of guilt in the heart of
mankind? If so, why isit not discussed more completely in the OT?

Isthe serpent serving as God’ s servant to test mankind or is he already arebel against God (cf. Job
1-2 and Zech. 3)?

Why did God judge an animal which was simply being used by Satan?

Isverse 15 an alusion to the coming Messiah or simply the fear between women and snakes?

It is obvious that our modern society which emphasizes equality between men and women rejects
verse 16 asauniversal principle. Why do you bdieve that thisverseisor is not till valid?
Isverse 20 an act of repentance and faith on Adam’ s part or awillful assertion that he and Eve can
do it by themsdves?

Explain the use of the PLURALS that areused of God in verse 22. Is thisaforeshadowing of the
doctrine of the Trinity or something else? Why o why not?
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GENESIS 4

PARAGRAPH DIVISIONS OF MODERN TRANSLATIONS

NASB NKJV NRSV TEV NJB
Cain Murders Abel Cain, Abel, and Seth Cain and Abel Cain and Abel
4:1-8 4:1-8 4:1-7 4:1-7 4:1-8
4:8-16 48
4:9-15 4:9-15 4:9a 4:9-16
4:9b
4:10-12
4:13-14
The Family of Cain 4:15-16
4:16 4:16-18 The Descendants of Cain
4:17-22 4:17-22 4:17-22 4:17-22
4:19-24
4:23-24 4:23-24 4:23-24 4:23-24
A New Son Seth and Enoch Seth and His Descendants
5:25-26 4:25-26 4:25-26 4:25-26 4:25-26

READING CYCLE THREE (seep. vii)
FOLLOWING THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR' SINTENT AT THE PARAGRAPH LEVEL

Thisisa study guidecommentary, which meansthat you are responsible for your own interpretation of
the Bible. Each of us must walk in the light we have. You, the Bible, and the Holy Spirit are priority in
interpretation. 'Y ou must not relinquish this to acommentator.

Read the chapter in one sitting. Identify the subjects. Compare your subject divisions with the five
trandations above. Paragraphing is not inspired, but it is the key to following the original author’ s intent,
which isthe heart of interpretation. Every paagraph has one and only one subject.

1. First paragraph

2. Second paragraph

3. Third paragraph

4. Etc.

INTRODUCTION

A. It has been asserted by many commentators that chapter 4 describes the development of the
rebellious seed of Cain while chapter 5 describes the development of the godly seed of Seth.
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Although thisis helpful in looking at these chaptersit completely breaks down in the evilness of
all men seenin 6:5-6, 11-12,13.

B. Many have asserted that chapter 4 is not a detaled western genealogy but an eastern Hebraic
genealogy that simply hits the high points. If you add up the dates of Genesis 4 they seem to be
overlapping and only cover about a 2,000 year span. Therefore, | believe that they are
representative samples, not exhaustive genealogies (like those of Jesusin Matthew and Luke).

C. Chapter 5 has been described as the death chapter, but verses 21-24 hold out great hope for the
redemption of markind in the translaion of Enoch. Thesame terms are used for Elijah in Il Kgs.
2:3,5,9,10.

D. Genesis 3:8-11:9 revedls the terrible consequences of sin which cortinues from generation to
generation.

WORD AND PHRASE STUDY

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 4:1-8

'Now the man had relationswith hiswife Eve, and she conceived and gave birth to Cain, and she|
said, " | have gotten a man-child with the help of the Lorp." 2Again, she gave birth to his brother
Abel. And Abel was a keeper of flocks, but Cain wasatiller of theground. ®Soit came about inthe
cour seof timethat Cain brought an offering totheL orp of thefruit of theground. “Abel, on hispart
also brought of thefirstlingsof hisflock and of their fat portions. And theL orD had regard for Abel
and for hisoffering; °but for Cain and for hisofferingHehad noregard. So Cain becamevery angry
and his countenance fell. °Then the Lorp said to Cain, " Why are you angry? And why has your
countenance fallen? ™ If you do well, will not your countenance be lifted up? And if you do not do
well, sin iscrouching at the doar; and itsdesireisfor you, but you must master it." 8Cain told Abel
hisbrother. And it cameabout when they werein thefield, that Cain roseup against Abel hisbrother
and killed him.

4:1“theman had relationswith hiswife Eve’ Literally, “Adam knew Eve.” The Hebrew term “knew”
speaksof intimate personal relationship (cf. Jer. 1:5). Whether thiswasthefirst sexual union between Adam
and Eveisnot stated. The Bibleissilent about how many children they had and when they had them. We
only know about the three named ones. Thisis very significant ininterpreting the NT words for knowing
God which showsthat itisnot only intellectual content, but apersonal relationship that isbeing emphasized.
Basically mankind’ s response to God involves (1) truths to be believed, (2) a person to welcome, and (3)
an appropriate life to live!

¥ “Cain” The name “Cain” (gayin) is a sound play on the Hebrew word “gotten” (ganiti). It seemsto
affirm that Cain was a special gift with the help of YHWH.

¥ “aman child with the help of the LorDp” The translation, “man-child,” seemsto catch the emphasis.
Some assert that Eve had previous daughters and that thiswas the first male, but this seems unlikely. The
closing phrase of v. 4 implies that this was a statement of faith by Eve based on Gen. 3:15. Adam’s
statement of faith is seen in 3:20; Eve's statement of faithisseenin 4:1.
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Thisisthefirst use of the name YHWH by itself. The next time it appears aloneisin worship by the
line of Sethiin 4:26.

4:2"“ Again, shegavebirth to hisbrother Abel” The rabbis say that because thephrase“and Adam knew
Eve” ismissnginv. 2tha Canand Abd weretwins, but this sseemshighly unlikely.

¥ “Abel” The Hebrew term means “vain,” “vapor,” or “vanity” (cf. Eccl. 1:2). Thereare three possible
implications of this name: (1) this may reflect (a) Eve's discouragement about her fallen condition or (b)
a prediction about the shortness of hislife; (2) apossible link to the Akkadian word “son” (ibil); and (3)
others have asserted that it is related to the word “weakness’ because of Eve's discouragement over the
curse of many children (cf. Gen. 3:16).

4:3“that Cain brought an offering to the Lorb of thefruit of the ground” Notice that Cainisthefirst
to bring an offering to the Lord. The syntax hereimpliesthat thiswas aregular occurrence and not the first
time or auniquetime. Thereisnothing inherently inferior in agrain sacrifice versus an animal sacrifice.
The significance isin the faith of the offerer, not the sacrifice itself. Possibly they brought the offering to
the gateway of the garden of Eden.

4:4 " Abel on his part also brought out of the firstlings of hisflock” The key seemsto be in the term
“firstlings.” Cain brought some of his agricultural produce, but Abel brought the best of his flock, which
showed an attitude of faith and respect. But it must be remembered that the text itself is very ambiguous
and brief. We must be careful of reading too much into these early accounts.

¥ “their fat portions’ Apparently hereand in later Judaism, the intestines were what was offered on the
altar: (1) they were seen as the seat of the emotions or (2) the fat was a symbol of prosperity and hedlth.

¥ “and theLorb had regard for Abel and for hisoffering” Literally this means “looked upon” with a
positive connotation (cf. TEV and NJB). Thehow isuncertain althoughthere have been many speculations.
It isobviousthat God communicated His joy for the one and His di spleasureinthe other. It has been noted
by commentators, both ancient and modern, that God accepted Abel first and then his offering. Thisis
adwaystheorder (cf. Heb. 11:4). The problem with Cain washisattitude. It ispossiblethat God isshowing
His sovereignty by loving the younger not the older. Thisis seen throughout Genesis.

4:5" Cain becamevery angry” The Hebrew words arevery intense here which desaribe Cain’ s emotions.
Noticethat heisangry at God but hewill take hisanger out on hisbrother. The context hereisanger amidst
worship. Possibly he was upset because he brought his offering first, but Abel’ s was accepted and hiswas
not.

¥ “hiscountenancefell” Thereisaword play between“fell” invv. 5and 6 and “will not your countenance
belifted up” inv. 7. Theterm “lifted up” can mean “accepted” (cf. NKJV, NRSV, TEV).

4:6“Why areyou angry” Hereagainis God asking several questions, not for information, but tohelp the
person to understand his own feelings and motives (cf. v. 9).

4:7“siniscrouchingat thedoor” Inthisverseanisseen to be personified asawild animal whosedesire

isto destroy (cf. | Pet. 5:8). Thereisapossible Akkadian connection with theword “crouching” which was
used of the demonic. This shows the true nature of sin in our world.
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¥ “and itsdesireisfor you” Thissameterm “desire” isused in Gen. 3:16. It shows that the purpose of
evil isour destruction.

¥ “but you must master it” This shows that we are not a puppet in the hand of evil, but we have the
ability, with God's help, to resist evil (cf. Eph. 6:13; James. 4:7; | Pet. 5:9), to repent and be restored!

4:8" Caintold Abel hisbrother” Therehasbeen much discussion about thisphrase. Someassert that Cain
told Abel about what God had said in vv. 6 and 7. Others assert, along with the Samaritan Pentateuch,
Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate, and RSV trandations, that Caintold Abel aliein order tolurehiminto thefield
so that he could kill him which would refer to premeditated murder.

¥ “Cainroseup against Abel” Chapter 3 emphasized supernatural temptation; chapter 4 emphasized the
development of the Adamic fallen nature in mankind. There is no tempter here, only full-blossomed sin
resulting from the sin of Adam and Eve and which extends to all their descendants (cf. Rom. 8:9-18,23; |
John 3:12).

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 4:9-15

°Then the Lorp said to Cain, " WhereisAbel your brother?' And hesaid, "1 donot know. Am
| my brother'skegper?" ®Hesaid, " What haveyou done? Thevoiceof your brother'sblood iscrying
to Me from the ground. ™ Now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to
receiveyour brother'sblood from your hand. ¥ When you cultivatetheground, it will nolonger yield
itsstrength toyou; you will beavagrant and awanderer on theearth." **Cain saidtotheLorb," My
punishmentistoo great tobear! *** Behold, Y ou havedriven methisday fromtheface of theground;
and from Your face | will be hidden, and | will be a vagrant and a wanderer on the earth, and
whoever findsmewill kill me." *SothelL orb said tohim, " Thereforewhoever killsCain, vengeance
will betaken on him sevenfold.” And theL orp appointed asign for Cain, sothat noonefinding him
would slay him.

4:9“Am | my brother’s keeper?” The great problem with Cain was his unrepentant heart. The term
“keeper” can mean “shepherd’ which may be a play onthe occupation of Abel.

4:10 “The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to Me from the ground” This phrase is very
significant. For the Hebrews, the life force was in the blood (cf. Lev. 17:11; Rev. 6:9,10). The word
“blood” isPLURAL in Hebrew. Rashi saysthat the PLURAL refersto Abel and his potential seed. The
PLURAL d so showsintensty.

4:11 “Now you are cursed from the ground” Thisisthefirst direct curse on man. With Adam’s sin the
ground was cursed. It issignificant that Cain, being a farmer, can no longer use this as his occupation. He
is bani shed into the desert which isthe abode of demons and with it, the absence of agriculture activity.

4:12 “it shall no longer yield its grength to you” Many commentators have asserted that this is why
Cain’'sline developed urban life as over against rurd life (cf. vv. 16-24).

4:13 “My punishment is too great to bear!” Cain is not sorry for his act but he is sorry for its
consequences.
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4:14* driven methisday from theface of theground” Thisisthe physical result of Cain’ssin whilethe
next phrase “from Thy face | shall be hidden” isthe spiritual result of Cain’ssin.

¥ “whoever findsmewill kill me” Cain feared for hisown life. The rabbis say that he was afraid of the
animals. However, the context seems to imply that his own relatives, who would be “go’els’ (blood
avenger) for Abel, would kill him. Thiswould imply that Adam and Eve had many unnamed children.

Thereis avery interesting discussion of Adam and Eve' s relationship to other pre-historic humanoids
in The Tyndale Commentary on Gened sand Bernard Ramm'’ sdiscussion of anthropology inTheChristian’s
View of Science and Scripture. This verse implies many other rational creatures. For a discussion of
humanoids and their dates of occupation of the ancient Near East see R. K. Harrison’ sIntroduction to the
Old Testament, pp. 147-163.

4:15 “vengeance will be taken on him sevenfold” The term “sevenfold” seems to mean complete
vengeance. Apparently God left Cain alive as an even more poignant sign of sin. The rabbis say that God
will take vengeance on himin seven generations which would be Lamech. Thereisarabbinical legend that
verse 23 refers to Lamech and his son, Tubal-Cain, killing Cain by accident.

¥ “appointed a sign for Cain” Thiswas either asign of (1) God's mercy amidst judgment or (2) God's
sustaining His judgment through time. The rabbis say that God put an animal horn in the midst of Cain’s
head. However, it seems more probable that it was a mark on the forehead (cf. Ezek. 9:4,6).

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 4:16
*Then Cain went out from the presence of the Lorb, and settled in theland of Nod, east of Eden.

4:16 " Then Cain went out from the presence of the LORD” This seemsto be aphysical result typifying
the spiritual result. Verses 16-24 redly show banished mankind starting aworld system apart from God.
Thisanti-Y HWH world system can be seen in thekingdoms of Danid’ svisions. It becomestypifiedinthe
great whore of Babylon in the book of Revelation and in John’s use of the term “world.”

¥ “theland of Nod” “Nod” is a Hebrew term for “wandering” or “the land of wanderers.” Thisisan
obvious play on Cain’sname. We do not know where this placeis|ocated but it is obviously moreeast of
Eden than Adam and Eve had gone.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 4:17-22

Cain had relationswith hiswife and she conceived, and gave birth to Enoch; and hebuilt acity,
and called the name of the city Enoch, after the name of hisson. **Now to Enoch wasborn Irad, and
Irad becamethefather of M ehujael, and M ehujael becamethefather of M ethushael, and M ethushael
became the father of Lamech. *°Lamech took to himself two wives: the name of the one was Adah,
and the name of the other, Zillah. ?Adah gave birth to Jabal; hewasthe father of thosewho dwell
in tentsand have livestock. ?*Hisbrother's name was Jubal; he wasthe father of all those who play
thelyreand pipe. #?Asfor Zillah, shealso gave birth to Tubal-cain, the forger of all implements of
bronze and iron; and thesister of Tubal-cain wasNaamah.

4:17 “Cain had relations with his wife” Who did he marry? Most conservative scholars assume he
married one of his sisters, but thisis never stated in the Bible. One wonders about the people outside the
garden whom Cain was afraid of in 4:14 (see note at 4:14).
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¥ “sheconceived and gavebirth to Enoch” All etymolog es of these names are very doubtful. The name
Enoch may mean “beginner” or “initidor.” There is an obvious connection between the list of Cain’s
children and the list of Seth’s children in chapter 5 (i.e. Enoch and Lamech). The exact reason for this
etymological similarity is uncertain, but it shows (1) that the two families had many social connections, or
(2) the spiritual dfferences of these two Enochs.

Also notice that the length of the lives of Cain’sline are not given. This may imply that the extended
ages of Seth's line are symbolic of renown or praise (as with the list of ten Sumerian kings who had
extended lives before and after the flood. The length of life decreases after the flood but is still very long
by today’ s standards).

¥ “hebuilt acity” Thisseemsto bein direct defiance to God's command that he would be a wanderer
(cf. v. 12). Othershave seen this as an example of Cain’sfear that someone would kill him; therefore, he
built afort to protect himself and his family (similar to the purpose of the Tower of Babel).

4:18 “Now to Enoch was born Irad” Possible etymologies of thisterm are: (1) ornament of the city; (2)
townsman,; or (3) fleet-footed.

¥ “Mehujael” The possible etymologies of thisterm are (1) “God is giver of life”; (2) “God is giver of
fountain of life”; (3) “smitten of God”; or (4) “formed of God.”

¥ “Methushael” The possible etymologies of thisterm are (1) “Man of God”; (2) “strong youth”; or (3)
“king.”

4:19 " Lamech took to himself two wives’ Thisisthefirst account of polygamy and it beginsinthefallen
line of Cain.

¥ “Adah.. .Zillah” Thesetwowomen’snamesareaplay ontermsfor physical beauty. Therabbissay that
one was his wife to bear children and one was his mistress for pleasure. The name “Adah” can mean
“ornament” or “morning” while the name “Zillah” seems to mean “shade” or “shelter,” “tinkling” or
“musical player.”

4:20“ Jabal; hewasthefathe of thosewho dwell in tentsand havelivestock™” Thisterm seemsto mean
“wanderer” which describes the nomadic life which he apparently devel oped.

4:21* Jubal. . .all thosewho play thelyreand the pipe’” Someassert that his name means* sound.” This
is the beginning of certain gifts of musical skills. Music is connected with the evil one in Ezekiel 18:13.
Asall of God' sgifts, it can be perverted. Thistribal group developed not only the stringed instruments but
also the wind instruments.

4:22 “Tubal-cain, the forger of all implements of bronze and iron” This man was the first to make
weapons of war. It is possible that the three people mentioned in vv. 21-22 are named to reflect their
occupations.

¥ “Naamah” This name means “pleasant” or “beautiful.” The rabbis say that she married Noah but this
ishighly unlikely.
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NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 4:23-24

#_amech said to hiswives, " Adah and Zillah, Listen tomy voice, Y ou wivesof Lamech, Give heed
to my speech, For | have killed a man for wounding me; And a boy for striking me; #If Cain is
avenged sevenfold, Then L amech seventy-sevenfold.”

4:23 “Lamech said to hiswives’ Thisis one of the first uses of poetry recorded inthe Bible (about 40%
of the OT isin poetic form). Itisgrammatically conneded with verse 22. Rabbinical legend saysthat his
two wives had left him because he had killed Cain by accident and aso hisson, Tubal-cain, while hunting.
This seems extremely fanciful. What it does emphasize is the development of sin to such an extent that
Lamech was bragging on the stringency of his revenge. Some have asserted that he held up Tubal-cain’s
first weapon of war and made thisrhythmical brag. Therehas been much discussion among commentators
as to how to translate these FUTURE PERFECTS. Most assume that they refer to something that will
happen, not to something that had happened.

4.24 " seventy-sevenfdd” Thisshowsthe severity of Lamech’ srevenge (cf. 4:15). Some see aconnection
between this and Jesus' phrase for forgiveness found in Matt. 18:21,22.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 4:25-26

“Adam had relationswith hiswife again; and she gave birth to ason, and named him Seth, for,
shesaid, " God hasappointed meanother offspringin place of Abel, for Cain killed him." ?To Seth,
to him also a son wasbor n; and he called hisnameEnoch. Then men began to call upon the name of
the LORD.

4:15-16 This contextually should go with chapter 5. Chapter and verse divisions were not part of the
original text of either the Hebrew OT or the Greek NT.

4.25 This is another word play between the Hebrew term “appointed” (shat) and Seth (shet). This
continuing literary play on the namesin Gen. 1-11 showsits literary character.

4:26 " hecalled hisnameEnoch” Thisisone of the Hebrew termsfor “man,” synonymouswith Adam (cf.
Job 25:6; Ps. 8:4; 96:3; 144:3; Isa. 51:12; 56:2).

¥ “ Then men began to call upon the name of the LorDp” This seems to imply regular public worship
because of the use of the divine covenant name of YHWH. Many have seen a contradiction between this
verseand Exod. 6:3. Possibly, men had used the name of Y HWH without knowing itsfull significance until
the time of Moses. Thisisthe beginning of the chosen line.
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GENESIS5

PARAGRAPH DIVISIONS OF MODERN TRANSLATIONS

NASB NKJV NRSV TEV NJB
The Family of Adam The Generations From The Descendants of Adam  The Patriarchs Beforethe

Adam to Noah Flood

5:1-2 5:1-5 5:1-2 5:1-5 5:1-2

5:3-5 5:3-5 5:3-5

5:6-8 5:6-8 5:6-8 5:6-8 5:6-8

5:9-11 5:9-11 5:9-11 5:9-11 5:9-11

5:12-14 5:12-14 5:12-14 5:12-14 5:12-14

5:15-17 5:15-17 5:15-17 5:15-17 5:15-17

5:18-20 5:18-20 5:18-20 5:18-20 5:18-20

5:21-24 5:21-24 5:21-24 5:21-24 5:21-24

5:25-27 5:21-24 5:21-24 5:21-24 5:21-24

5:28-31 5:28-31 5:28-31 5:28-31 5:28-31

5:32 5:32 5:32 5:32 5:32

READING CYCLE THREE (see p. vii)

FOLLOWING THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR SINTENT AT THE PARAGRAPH LEVEL

Thisisa study guidecommentary, which meansthat you are responsible for your own interpretation of
the Bible. Each of us must walk in the light we have. Y ou, the Bible, and the Holy Spirit arepriority in
interpretation. 'Y ou must not relinquish this to acommentator.

Read the chapter in one sitting. Identify the subjects. Compare your subject divisions with the five
tranglations above. Paragraphing isnot inspired, but it isthe key to following the original author’ s intent,
which isthe heart of interpretation. Every paragraph has one and only one subject.

1. First paragraph

2. Second paragraph

3. Third paragraph

4. Etc.
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WORD AND PHRASE STUDY

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 5:1-2

Thisisthe book of the gener ations of Adam. In the day when God created man, He madehim
in the likeness of God. “He created them male and female, and He blessed them and named them
Man in the day when they were created.

5:1“Thisisthe book of the generations of Adam” This phrase is repeated ten times in Genesis. This
seemsto imply awri tten document. In ancient M esopotamian cuneiform tablets aterm or phrase was used
to link several clay tablets together as a literary whole (i.e. colophon). | believe that Moses used (1) oral
traditions, (2) written sources from the Patriarchs, as well as (3) direct revelation.

This phrase is repeated many times in Genesis. It always closes a context. It functions as a closing
literary marker.

¥ “Intheday when God created man” It isobviousthat we are starting a separate cuneiform stonetabl et
here because it repeats the Genesis 1-2 account.

5:2"“in theday” Hereisthe use of the Hebrew word “day” tha does not mean a twenty-four hour period
of time but an age or period of time. This same usage can be seen in Gen. 2:4; Ps. 90:4.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 5:3-5

When Adam had lived one hundred and thirty years, he becamethe father of a son in hisown
likeness, accor ding to hisimage, and named him Seth. “Then the days of Adam after he becamethe
father of Seth were eight hundred years, and he had other sons and daughters. °So all the daysthat
Adam lived wer e ninehundred and thirty years, and he died.

5:3“Adam ... becamethefather of ason in hisown likeness, according to hisimage” There aretwo
possibleinterpretationsof thisphrase: (1) likeother earthly animals, Adam produced offspring ater hisown
kind; or (2) this showsthat God' simage is still in mankind even after the fdl.

5:5"all thedaysthat Adamlived wereninehundred and thirty years’ There hasbeen much discussion
about the length of human life before and immediately after the great flood (i.e. the antediluvian period).
Some have asserted that (1) it isfigurative; (2) they calculated years differently; (3) sin had ssimply not
pervaded the earth as it has today; or (4) the large numbers were used to show honor for previous leaders
asin the Sumerian lists of ten ancient kings. In that list, the kings before the flood lived much longer than
the kings after the flood, much asin the geneal ogies of the Bible.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 5:6-8

®Seth lived one hundred and five years, and became the father of Enoch. "Then Seth lived eight
hundred and seven year safter he becamethefather of Enoch, and he had other sonsand daughters.
830 all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelveyears, and he died.

Thisisreferred to earlier in 4:26.
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NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 5:9-11

°Enosh lived ninety year s, and becamethefather of Kenan. *°Then Enoch lived eight hundred and
fifteen yearsafter he became the father of Kenan, and he had other sonsand daughters. *So all the
days of Enoch were nine hundred and five years, and hedied.

5:10 “Kenan” This can mean: (1) “possessor”; (2) “child”; (3) “created thing”; (4) “young man”; or (5)
“gpear-man.” It is obvious withthis many options (as is so often the case) that we simply do not know its
meaning.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 5:12-14

2K enan lived seventy years, and became the father of Mahalalel. **Then Kenan lived eight
hundred and forty years after he became the father of Mahalalel, and he had other sons and
daughters. **So all the days of K enan were nine hundred and ten years, and he died.

It is obvious tha these are pardleled or standardized literary statements.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 5:15-17

“Mahalalel lived sixty-five years, and became the father of Jared. **Then Mahalalel lived eght
hundred and thirty year s after he becamethefather of Jared, and he had other sonsand daughters.
So all the days of Mahalalel wer e eight hundred and ninety-five years, and he died.

5:15“Mahalalel” This means “praise of God.”

¥ “Jared” Thismeans “descent.”

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 5:18-20

8Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years, and became the father of Enoch. **Then Jared
lived eight hundred year safter hebecamethefather of Enoch, and he had other sonsand daughters.
230 all the days of Jared wer e nine hundred and sixty-two years, and he died.

5:18 “Enoch” This can mean (1) “beginner”; (2) “dedicated”; or (3) “initiator.”

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 5:21-24

ZEnoch lived sixty-fiveyears, and became the father of Methuselah. ?Then Enoch walked with
God three hundred years after he became the father of Methuselah, and he had other sons and
daughters. #So all the days of Enoch wer e three hundred and sixty-fiveyears. *Enoch walked with
God; and hewasnot, for God took him.

5:21“Methuselah” Thismeanseither (1) “man of thejavelin” or (2) “man of weapons.” Heissaid to have
lived longer than any other person in the Bible but no reason or emphasisis attached to thisfact. Therabbis
say that the flood came on the day tha Methuselah died.
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5:22“Enoch walked with God” ThisHebrew termisthe HITHPA'EL stem denoting intimate fellowship
almost to the point of “tolivewith.” Wearesimply not sure. Hebrews 11:5 describes Enoch’ swalk of faith.
The only othe person this phrase is used for isNoah in 6:9 in adlightly intensified form.

5:24“for God took him” Thesesamewords are used to describe Elijahin 1l Kgs. 2:3,5,9,10. Thisimplies
trandation into God'’ s presence without facing physical desth. Enoch’s relationship with God resulted in
intimate personal fellowship. Inachapter replete withthe phrase“andhedied” thisisarefreshing exampe
of hope (1) of thelove of God and (2) for all who trustin Him.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 5:25-27

M ethuselah lived onehundred and eighty-seven year s, and becamethefather of Lamech. *Then
Methuselah lived seven hundred and eighty-two year safter he becamethefather of Lamech, and he
had other sons and daughters. #So all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred and sixty-nine
years, and he died.

5:26 “Lamech” This name possibly means’ (1) “srong” (2) “youth”; (3) “warrior”; or (4) “conqueror.”
Thisnameisalso found in Cain’sline (cf. 4:18ff). Thisimplies (1) the name was common or (2) thereis
some connection between the two geneal ogies.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 5:28-31

%_amech lived onehundr ed and eighty-two year s, and becamethefather of ason. *Now hecalled
his name Noah, saying, " This one will giveus rest from our work and from the toil of our hands
arising from the ground which the Lorp has cursed." **Then Lamech lived five hundred and
ninety-five years after he became the father of Noah, and he had other sonsand daughters. *So all
the days of L amech we e seven hundred and seventy-seven years, and he died.

5:28 What a contrast are the two Lamechs. Oneis boastful of violent revenge (Cain’s line); the other is
hopeful of the mercy of God (Seth’ s line)!

5:29 “Noah. . .rest” Thisis a popular, not a phildogical, etymology of the term “rest.” This seems to
expressLamech’ sfaith, that through Noah, asignificant reversd of the curse of Gen. 3:17 would take place.
We have seen Adam’ sstatement of faithin aveiled form (cf. 3:20) and also Eve' sstatement inaveiled form
(cf. 4:1). ThisisLamech’'s statement of faith in the same typologcal strain.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 5:32
¥Noah was five hundred years old, and Noah became the father of Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

5:32“Shem” Thisterm may mean “renown” or “name.”
¥ “Ham” Thisterm may mean “to be hot” or “to be dark.”

¥ “Japheth” Thisterm may mean “beauty” or “spreading.”
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Thisisastudy guide commentary, which meansthat you are responsible for your own interpretation of
the Bible. Each of us must walk in the light we have. You, the Bible, and the Holy Spirit arepriority in
interpretation. Y ou must not relinquish this to a commentator.

These discussion questions are provided to help you think through the major issues of this section of
the book. They are meant to be thought-provoking, not definitive.

What is the theological relationship between Genesis 4 and 5?

Why is the genealogy of Cain developed and then totally dropped from Scripture?
Why are the names of the Cainites and the Sethites so similar?

What happened to Enoch?

PONPRE

61



GENESIS 6

PARAGRAPH DIVISIONS OF MODERN TRANSLATIONS

NASB NKJV NRSV TEV NJB
The Wickedhess and The Birth of the Nephilim Human Wickedness Sons of God and Women
Judgment of Man
6:1-4 6:1-4 6:1-4 6:1-4 6:1-4
The Great Flood The Corruption of
Humanity
(6:5-8:22)
6:5-8 6:5-8 6:5-8 6:5-8 6:5-8
Noah Pleases God Noah
6:9-10 6:9-10 6:9-10 6:9-12 6:9a
6:9b-12
6:11-12 6:11-13 6:11-22 Preparations for the Flood
(6:13-7:16)
6:13-22 The Ark Prepared 6:13-22 6:13-16
6:14-21
6:17-22
6:22

READING CYCLE THREE (see p. vii)
FOLLOWING THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR' SINTENT AT THE PARAGRAPH LEVEL

Thisisa study guidecommentary, which meansthat you are responsible for your own interpretation of
the Bible. Each of us must walk in the light we have. You, the Bible, and the Holy Spirit arepriority in
interpretation. 'Y ou must not relinquish this to a commentator.

Read the chapter in one sitting. Identify the subjects. Compare your subject divisions with the five
tranglations above. Paragraphing is not inspired, but it isthe key to following the original author’ sintent,
which isthe heart of interpretation. Every paragraph has one and only one subject.

1. First paragraph

2. Second paragraph

3. Third paragraph

4., Etc.
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WORD AND PHRASE STUDY

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 6:1-4

Now it came about, when men began to multiply on the face of the land, and daughterswere
born tothem, “that the sons of God saw that the daughters of men wer e beautiful; and they took
wives for themselves, whomever they chose. *Then THE LoRD said, " My Spirit shall not strive with
man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty
years." “The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God
camein to the daughters of men, and they bor e children to them. Those were the mighty men who
were of old, men of renown.

6:1“men” Thisisthe generic use of the term. If it isused in the generic sensein v. 2 which seams
probable then the angelic theory is strengthened.

¥ “and daughterswer e born to them” This does not imply that this was the first birth of daughters
(obviously impossible) but a general statement of the expansion of the human race.

6:2 “sons of God” See Special Topic below.

SPECIAL TOPIC: “the sons of God” in Genesis 6

A. Thereisgreat controversy over theidentification of the phrase “the sonsof God.” There have been
three major interpretations

1. the phrase refersto the godly line of Seth (cf. Gen 5)

2. thephraserefersto agroup of angelic beings

3. the phraserefersto the kings or tyrants or Cain’sline (cf. Gen. 4)
B. Evidence for the phrase referring to Seth’sline

1. theimmediateliterary context of Gen. 4 and 5 shows the development of therebellious line of
Cain and the chosen line of Seth. Therefore, contextual evidence seemsto favor the godly ling
of Seth

2. therabbishave been divided over their understanding of this passage. Some assert that it refers|
to Seth (but most to angels).

3. thephrase“the sonsof God,” though most often used for angelic beings, rarely refers to human
beings
a Deut. 14:1, 32:5
b. Psam 73:15
Cc. Hoseal:10
C. Evidencefor the phrase referring to angelic beings

1. thishasbeen the most common traditional understanding of the passage. The larger context of
Genesiscould support this view asanother exampleof supernatural evil trying to thwart God’s
will for mankind (the rabbis say out of jealousy)

2. the phraseis used overwhelmingly for angels
a Job 16
b. Job2:1
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Job 38:7
Daniel 3:25
Psalm 21:9,10
. Psalm 89:6,7

3. theinter-testamental book of | Enoch, which was very popular amongbelieversinthe NT
period, along with the Genesis Apocryphon from the Dead Sea Scrolls, interpres these as
rebellious angels (cf. | Enoch 12:4; 19:1; 21:1-10)

4. theimmediate context of chapter 6 seemsto imply that “the mighty men who were of old,
men of renown” came from thisimproper mixing of the orders of creation

5. | Enoch even asserts that Noah' s Flood came to destroy thisangelic/human union which was
hostile towards YHWH and His plan for creation (cf. | Enoch 7:1ff; 15:1ff; 86:1ff)

D. Evidence for thephrase referring to kings or tyrants
1. thereare several ancient trandations that support this view
a. Targum of Onke os (second century A.D.) translates “sons of God” as * Sonsof nobles’

b. Symmachus (second century A.p.) Greek trandation of the OT, trandlated “ sons of God” as
“the sons of the kings’

c. theterm®elohim” used of Israelite leaders (cf. Ex. 21:6; 22:8; Ps. 82:1,6)

d. Nephilimlinked to Gibborimin Gen 6:4, Gibborimisfrom Gibbor meaning “ amighty man
of valor; strength; wealth or power

e. thisinterpretation and its evidenceis taken from Hard Sayings of the Bible pp. 106-108.
E. Historical evidence of the advocates of both usages
1. the phrase refersto Sethites

~ oo

a. Cyril of Alexander e. Calvin
b. Theodoret f. Kyle
c. Augustine g. Gleason Archer

d. Jerome
2. thephraserefersto angelic beings

a. writers of the Septuagint 0. Luther

b. Philo h. Ewald

c. Josephus (Antiquities 1:3:1) i. Delitzsch

d. Justin Martyr j. Hengstenberg
e. Clement of Alexandria k. Olford

f. Tertullian

F. How arethe®Nephilim” of Gen. 6:4 related to the® sonsof God” and “the daughters of men” of Gen.

6:1-27?

1. They aretheresultant giants (cf. Num. 13:33) of the union between angels and human women.

2. They do not relate at al. They are simply mentioned as being on the earth in the days of the
events of Gen. 6:1-2 and also afterwards.

3. R.K.HarrisoninIntroduction to theOld Testament, p. 557, hasthe following cryptic quote, “to
miss entirely the invaluable anthropological insightsinto theinterrelation of homo sapiens and
pre-Adamic species which thepassage contans, and which areamenabl e to thosescholars who
are equipped to pursue them.”
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Thisimplies to me that he sees these two groups as representing differing groups of
humanoids. Thiswould imply alater special creation of Adam and Eve, but also an
evolutionary development of home erectus.

G. Itisonlyfair to disclose my own understanding of this controversial text. First, let me remind all
of usthat thetext in Genesisisbrief and ambiguous. Moses' first hearers must have had additional
historical insight or Moses used oral or written tradition from the Patriarchal period that he himself
did not fully understand. Thisissueisnot acrucial theological subject. We are often curious about
things the Scriptures only hint a but are ambiguous. It would be very unfortunate to build an
elaborate theology out of this and similar fragments of biblical information. 1f we needed this
information God would have providedit in amore clear and complete form. | personally believe
it was angels and humans because:

1. theconsistent, although not exclusive, use of the phrase “sons of God” for angelsin the OT

2. theSeptuagint (Alexandrian) trandates (latefirst century B.C.)“ sonsof God” as* angelsof God”

3. the pseudepigraphal apocalyptic book of | Enoch (possibly written about 200 B.C.) is very
specific that it refers to angels (cf. chapters 6-7)

4. thetheological link to Il Pet. 2 and Jude of angels who sinned and did not keep their proper
abode

I know that to some this seems to contradict Matt. 22:30, but these specific angels are
neither in heaven nor earth but in a special prison (Tartarus).

5. | think that one reason many of the eventsof Gen. 1-11 are found in other cultures (i.e. similar
creation accounts, similar flood accounts, amilar accountsof angels takingwomen) is because
all humans were together and had some knowledge of YHWH during this period, but after the
tower of Babel’'s dispersion this knowledge became corrupted and adapted to a polytheistic
model.

A good example of thisis Greek mythology where the half humar/half superhuman giants
called Titans are imprisoned in Tartarus, this very name used only once inthe Bible (cf. Il Pet.
2) for the holding place of theangelsthat did not keep their proper abode. Inrabbinical theology
Hades was divided into a section for the righteous (paradise) and a section for the wicked
(Tartarus).

¥ “they took wives for themselves, whomever they chose” The first phrase implies marriage which
would militate against the view that it was angels. However, the second phrase implies that they took
previously married and/or unmarried women, whomever they chose. This could imply (1) angelic beings
or (2) powerful human leaders of Cain’sline (i.e tyrants) practicing polygamy.

6:3 “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever” The term “strive” can be trandlated “remain” (cf.
NRSV “abide”). Thiseither refersto (1) God' spatience (cf. | Pet. 3:20) or (2) mankind’ sreduced life span.

How does 6:3 relate to 6:1-2 and 6:4? It isvery difficult to follow the original author’sintent through
this context.

¥ “becauseheisalso flesh” This seemsto add weight to the interpretation that the other people spoken

of in the passage are angelic beings in a contradistinction to mortal humans. Today' s English Version
tranglates “they are mortal.”
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¥ “neverthelesshisdaysshall be onehundred and twenty years’ This seemsto imply atime period of
grace (cf. Il Pet. 2:5) where it asserts that Noah preached for these intervening years. It also could refer to
the life-span of humans after the coming flood.

6:4“ TheNephilim” Thisimplies“thefallen ones’ (from the Hebrew naphal). It seemsto methat they are
analogous to the giants (cf. Num. 13:33; also Deut. 2:10-11 and the Septuagint, the V ulgate and Peshitta
trandations). However, other interpreters such as Martin Luther and H.C. Leupold assert that this term
should be interpreted “tyrants’ which implies thepowerful kings of Cain’s line who had large harems

¥ “wereon theearth in thosedays’ Those who believe in angel's co-habitating with women use this as
aproof-text to show that the giants came out of thisrelationship. However, others use this phrase to assert
that giants were already on the earth at thistime. The Hebrew syntax supports the latter view.

The inter-testamental apocalyptic book of | Enoch asserts that these giants were the result of the union
of angels and humans and that the mixing of the orders of creation isthe reason God sent the flood. |1 Enoch
also asserts that these giantswho lost their physical bodies in the flood are the demons seeking to indwell
human bodies for their own selfish reasons.

¥ “men of renown” This is the trandation of most modern English Bibles as well as the Septuagint.
However, literdly it is“men of name.” This hasresulted in threetheories:

(2) it refersto the godly line of Seth who worshiped YHWH (i.e. the name of God)

(2) it refers to the Nephilim as poweful offspring of the angels and humans (i.e. thegiants)

(3) it refersto the kings of the godlessline of Cain who were tyrants; they took many women as wives

(i.e. royd polygamy)

Thisisavery brief and ambiguous paragraph. Itsmain thrust isthe continual and escal ating widkedness
of creation which setsthe stage for God’ sradical judgment. However, wickedness continues evenin Noah
and his family.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 6:5-8

*Then theL orbp saw that the wickednessof man was great on the earth, and that every intent of
the thoughts of hisheart was only evil continually. °TheL orb was sorry that He had made man on
theearth,and Hewasgrieved in Hisheart. "ThelL orp said, " | will blot out man whom | havecr eated
from the face of the land, from man to animalsto creeping thingsand to birds of the sky; for | am
sorry that | have made them." ®But Noah found favor in the eyes of THE L ORD.

6:5“theLorD saw that the wickedness of man was great” These verses emphasi ze the devel opment of
evil in the heart of mankind (cf. Gen. 8:21; Ps. 14:3; 51:5) which is a direct paradox to the goodness of
creation in Gen. 1:31.

6:6“theLorp wassorry. ..Hewasgrieved in Hisheart” These are anthropomorphic phrases. Thefirst
isinterpreted “the LORD heaved with asigh.” The second isinterpreted “theLORD was grieved into His
heart.” Thisis an intense Hebrew term (cf. 34:7; 45:5; | Sam. 2:33; 20:34; || Sam. 19:2; Ps. 78:40; Isa.
54:6). God is often spoken of in the Bible as being sorry or repenting (df. Exod. 32:14; | Sam. 15:11; Jer.
18:7,8; 26:13,19; Jonah 3:10). However, other passages assert that God never repents or changes His mind
(cf.Num. 23:19; | Sam. 15:29). Thisisthetensionthat alwaysoccurswhenweuse human termsto describe
God. God isnot aman, but the only words we have to describe Him and His fedlings are human terms. It
must be asserted that God is not fickle. He is steadfast and longsuffering in His redemptive purpose for
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humanity, but mankind’s response in repentance of sin often determines God's actions in a particular
situation (cf. Jonah).

6:7“1 will blot out man whom | have created” Theterm “blot out” means*to wash away” (i.e.theflood).
The animals suffer because of the sin of mankind (cf. Rom. 8:19-22). Thefish are not included in this
judgment. Thisjudgment isnotbased on the capriciousactionsof the godsasinthe M esopotamian accounts
but the moral evil of humanity. Thisevil remainseven within the family of righteous Noah (cf. 8:21-22)
but God' s grace chooses to cover continuing human evil until the coming of Christ (cf. Gal. 3).

6:8“in the eyes of the LorD” Thisis another example of anthropomorphic phrasesto describe God. He
does not have eyes, Heisa Spirit. Thisis metaphorical for God' s al-knowingness (i.e. omniscience).

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 6:9-10

*Thesear etherecordsof thegener ationsof Noah. Noah wasarighteousman, blamelessin histime;
Noah walked with God. °Noah becamethefather of three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

6:9“ Noah wasarighteousman, blamelessin histime” These two descriptivewordsarevery significant.
Thefirst oneimpliesthat Noah conformed to the standard of his understanding about the will of God. The
second implies that he has a complete heart toward the LORD. The second term is later used for
unblemished sacrifices.

¥ “Noah walked with God” Thisisavery similar phrase to 5:21-24 where the phrase is used of Enoch.
But here, the form is only dlightly intensified.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 6:11-12

"Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of God, and the earth was filled with violence. **God
looked on theearth, and behdd, it wascorrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth.

6:11-12 God’swill wasfor mankind and animalsto fill the earth but sin filled the earth with violence and
evil (cf. Ps. 14:1-3; Rom. 3:10-18). No longer isthe “very good” of Gen. 1:31 an appropriate description.
Thisis not the world that God intended it to bel

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 6:13-22

3Then God said to Noah, " The end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth isfilled with
violence because of them; and behold, | am aboutto destroy them with theearth. *“Makefor your self
an ark of gopher wood; you shall make the ark with rooms, and shall cover it inside and out with
pitch. ®Thisishow you shall makeit: the length of the ark three hundred cubits, its breadth fifty
cubits, and its height thirty cubits. Y ou shall make a window for the ark, and finish it to a cubit
from thetop; and set the door of theark in the side of it; you shall makeit with lower, second, and
third decks. *’Behold, I, even | am bringing the flood of water upon the earth, to destroy all flesh in
which isthebreath of lifg, from under heaven; everythingthat ison theearth shall perish. **But | will
establish My covenant with you; and you shall enter the arkSyou and your sons and your wife, and
your sons’ wiveswith you. *And of every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of every kind
into the ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and female. ?Of the birds after thar
kind, and of theanimalsafte their kind, of every creeping things of the ground after itskind, two of
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every kind shall cometoyou to keep themalive. #Asfor you, takefor your self someof all food which
isedible, and gather it to yourself; and it shall befor food for you and for them." 2Thus Noah did;
according to all that God had commanded him, so he did.

6:14“Makefor yourself an ark” Thisisan Egyptian loan word. The only other use of thistermisfor the
basket in which Moses was placed (cf. Exod. 2:3,4).

¥ “gopher wood” We have no certainty about the etymology of this word. Some of the various
interpretations are: (1) the Septuagint has “ squared wood”; (2) the Vulgate has “smoath wood”; (3) most
commentators believe that it refers to some type of tree, most likely a cypress because most ships in the
ancient Near East were made from this wood and covered with resin.

¥ “you shall make the ark with rooms” This apparently was to divide the animals as well as to help
support the structure of the ark (also three levels).

6:15 " cubits’ There aretwo aubitsinthe Bible. Theregular cubit isthe distance between aman’ s longest
finger and hiselbow, usually around 18 inches. Thereisalsoalonger cubit (royal cubit)usedin construction
which was common in Egypt, Palestine, and sometimes Babylon. It was 21 inches long. The physical
dimensions of the ark were probably around 450 feet by 75 feet by 45 feet. Thisisabout half the size of the
Queen Elizabeth I1.

It has been surmised that it was square but it possibly had slanted sides to help control wave pressure
against the hull.

6:16 “ You shall make awindow for theark” Thisis not the sasme word for window that is used in 8:6.
Many have supposed that it refers to alighting and ventilation system around the top of the ark, just under
the roof.

6:17 “theflood” There hasbeen some conjecturethat thistermisrelated to the Assyrian term “to destroy.”

Was the flood of Noah’s day world-wide or only in the ancient Near East? The term “earth” is often
trandated “land” in alocal sense. If humans had not spread out to al parts of the earth which is surely
implied in thetower of Babel experience of chapters 10-11, then alocal flood would havedonethejob. The
best book | have read on therational evidence for alocal flood is Bernard Ramm'’s The Christian View of
Science and Scripture.

¥ “thebreath of life” Thisisthe Hebrewterm ruach. It can be used for wind, life, breath, or spirit. Both
humans and beasts are said to have nephesh but only humans have the breath of life (cf. 2:7).

6:18“ My covenant with you” Thisisthefirst useof thistermberith. Itisexplained and amplifiedin Gen.
9:8-17. Itformsacentral motif for both the OT and NT understanding of the relationship between God and
man. Thereare mutual responsibilities, obligations, and promises on both sides. This setsthe stage for our
understanding the dial ectical tension between the unconditional covenant on God' s part, yet its conditional
aspect on man’ s response in each generation. See Specia Topic below.
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SPECIAL TOPIC: COVENANT

The OT term berith, covenant, is not easy to define. There is no matching VERB in Hebrew. All
attemptsto derive an etymological definition have proved unconvincing. However, the obvious centrdity
of the concept hasforced scholarsto examine theword usageto attempt to determineits functional meaning.

Covenant is the means by which the one true God deals with His human creation. The concept of
covenant, treaty, or agreement iscrucial in understanding the biblical revelation. Thetension between God' s
sovereignty and human free-will are clearly seen in the concept of covenant. Some covenants are based
exclusively on God’s character and actions

1. creationitself (cf. Gen. 1-2)

2. thecall of Abraham (cf. Gen. 12)

3. the covenant with Abraham (cf. Gen. 15)

4. the preservation and promise to Noah (cf. Gen. 6-9)

However, the very nature of covenant demands a response

1. by faith Adam must obey God and not eat of the tree in the midst of Eden

2. by faith Abraham must leave his family, follow God, and believe in future descendants
3. by faith Noah must build a huge boat far from water and gather the animals
4

. by faith Moses brought the I sraglitesout of Egypt and received specific guidelinesfor religious and
social life with promises of blessings and cursings (cf. Deut. 27-28)

This sametension involving God’ s relationship to humanity is addressed in the “new covenant.” The
tension can be clearly seen in comparing Ezek. 18 with Ezek. 36:27-37. |s the covenant based on God's
gracious actions or mandated human response? Thisisthe burning issue of the Old Covenant and the New.
The goals of both are the same: (1) the restoration of fellowship lost in Gen. 3 and (2) the establishment of
arighteous people who reflect God’ s character.

The new covenant of Jer. 31:31-34 solvesthe tension by removing human performance as the means of
attaining acceptance. God’slaw becomes an internal desire instead of an external performance. The goal
of a godly, righteous people remains the same, but the methodology changes. Fallen mankind proved]
themselves inadequate to be God's reflected image. The problem was not the covenant, but human
sinfulness and weakness (cf. Rom. 7; Gal. 3).

The same tension between OT unconditional and conditional covenants remainsinthe NT. Salvation
isabsolutely freein the finished work of JesusChrist, but it requires repentance and faith (bothinitially and
continually). It is both a legal pronouncement and a call to Christlikeness, an indicative statement of
acceptanceand animperativeto holiness! Believersare not saved by their performance, but unto obedience
(cf. Eph. 2:8-10). Godly living becomesthe evidence of salvation, not the means of salvation. However,
eternal life has observable characteristics! Thistension is clearly seen in Hebrews.

¥ “you shall enter theark—you and your sonsand your wife, and your sons' wives with you” Noah's
blamel essness extended to his family (cf. | Cor. 7:14).

6:19"you shall bring” Thismay imply that the animalscameto Noah, but Noah positioned themintheark.

He probably began doing this before the last week. How the animals lived together and ate onthe ark isa
mystery, but it does not rul e out the possibility either of anatural setting or a supernatural setting.
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6:21 There was food on the ark for Noah and the animals. However, the specificsare not recorded. The
account is theological more than just information.

6:22 “Thus Noah did” Noah obeyed God as a sign of the appropriate response which Adam and Eve
missed (cf. 7:5,9,16).
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GENESIS 7

PARAGRAPH DIVISIONS OF MODERN TRANSLATIONS

NASB NKJV NRSV TEV NJB
The Great Flood The Great Flood The Flood Preparations for the Flood
(6:5-8:22) (6:13-7:16)
7:1-5 7:1-12 7:1-5 7:1-5 7:1-5
7:6-12 7:6-10 7:6-10 7:6
7:7-10
7:11-16 7:11-16 7:11-12
7:13-16 7:13-16 7:13-16a
7:16b
The Flood
7:17-24 7:17-24 7:17-24 7:17-24 7:17-24

READING CYCLE THREE (see p. vii)
FOLLOWING THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR' SINTENT AT THE PARAGRAPH LEVEL

Thisis astudy guidecommentary, which means that you are responsiblefor your own interpretation of
the Bible. Each of us must walk in the light we have. Y ou, the Bible, and the Holy Spirit are priority in
interpretation. 'Y ou must not relinquish this to acommentator.

Read the chapter in one sitting. Identify the subjects. Compare your subject divisions with the five
trandations above. Paragraphing is not inspired, but it is the key tofollowing the original author’ sintent,
which isthe heart of interpretation. Every paragraph has one and only one subject.

[EEN

. First paragraph

N

. Second paragraph

w

. Third paragraph

4. Etc.

WORD AND PHRASE STUDY

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 7:1-5

Then the Lorp said to Noah, " Enter the ark, you and all your household, for you alone | have
seen to berighteousbefore Mein thistime. 2Y ou shall takewith you of every clean animal by sevens,
amale and hisfemale; and of the animalsthat are not clean two, a male and hisfemale; 3also of the
birdsof the sky, by sevens, male and female, to keep offspring alive on theface of all the earth. “For
after seven moredays, | will send rain on the earth forty days and forty nights; and | will blot out
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from the face of the land every living thing that | have made." *Noah did according to dl that the
L orD had commanded him.

7:1“theLorp said to Noah” It is the covenant name for God, YHWH, here but in verse 16 Heis called
Elohim. The rabbinical understanding of these terms referring to God as savior (YHWH) and as Creator
(Elohim) seems to fit the usages of the Pentateuch.

¥ “for you alonel have seen to berighteousbeforeMein thistime” Theterm “righteous’ hereis used
in the same sense as referring to Job as “blameless.” This does not imply a sinlessness but one who has
conformed to and performed all tha they understand or is culturdly expressed in relation to God. Notice
that Noah' srighteousness affects hisfamily. Thisisabiblical truth. Thisdoesnot mean that someone can
be right with God based on another person’s merit, but it doesimply that spiritual blessingsflow from those
who know God to those with whom they are acquainted and with whom they are intimately involved
(compare Deut. 5:9-10; 7:9 and | Cor. 7:14).

7:2 " clean animals by sevens, amaleand hisfemale” Note the distinction between cleanand uncleanin
this context because it is in a pre-sacrificial setting (cf. Lev. 1-7). Nothing is said about the aiteria or
purpose of the clean animals. It isobvious that Moses developed this distinction later on in Leviticus (cf.
chapter 11) in connection with the food laws and the sacrificial system. There has been much discussion
about the seven pairs. Doesit mean seven individual animals or seven pairs of animals? For the concept
of sevenindividual animals, seethe commentsof Chrysostom, Augustine, Theodoret, Calvin, andKyle. For
seven pairs, see the Septuagint, the Vulgate trandations and the comments of Eben-Ezra.

7:4" seven moredays, | will send rain on theearth” Rashi saysthat thiswas the period of mourning for
the righteous Methuselah who had just died. The rabbis believed that God did not send the flood until
Methuselah passed away.

The seven day week is so anciert that its origin has never been traced. For believers Gen. 1 sets the
pattern.

¥ “forty daysand forty nights” Theterm “forty” isused quite oftenin the Bible (see aconcordance). At
times it is meant to be taken literally but at other times it 9mply means along period of indefinite time
(longer than alunar cycle which is twenty-eight days but shorter than a seasonal change). In several other
M esopotamian acoounts the time frame is seven days.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 7:6-12

®Now Noah was six hundred year s old when theflood of water came upon theearth. "'Then Noah
and his sons and his wife and hissons wiveswith him entered theark because of the water of the
flood. ®0Of clean animals and animalsthat are not clean and birdsand everything that creepson the
ground, °therewent into the ark to Noah by twos, male and female, as God had commanded Noah.
91t came about after the seven days, that the water of the flood came upon the earth. *In the six
hundredth year of Noah'slife, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of themonth, on thesame
day all the fountains of the great deep burst open, and the floodgates of thesky were opened. **The
rain fell upon the earth for forty days and forty nights.

7:11 " all the fountains of the great deep bur st open, and the floodgates of the sky were opened” The
dating is very spedfic in this verse as well asthe terms to describe the physical catastrophe that occurred
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on the earth. We cansee the scale of destruction in vv. 18 and 19 in the Hebrew text. Many of the earth’s
physical features may have been changed especially in the near east. There aretwo sourcesof thewater: (1)
fountains of the degp and (2) floodgates (i.e. windows, cf. Ps. 78:23ff; Mal. 3:10) of the sky.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 7:13-16

¥0n thevery sameday Noah and Shemand Ham and Japheth, the sonsof Naah, and Noah'swife
and thethreewivesof hissonswith them, entered theark, “they and every beag after itskind, and
all the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth after its kind, and
every bird after itskind, all sortsof birds. **Sothey went intotheark to Noah, by twos of all flesh in
which wasthe breath of life. **Thosethat entered, male and female of all flesh, entered as God had
commanded him; and THE LoRD closed it behind him.

7:14 Thisincludes al the categories of land animals mentioned in Gen. 1 excluding the sealife.

7:16 “and the Lorp closed it behind him” YHWH (i.e. the covenant, Savior deity) closed the door
Himself. The rabbis say that He did thisin order to keep the wicked out of the ark. They even go so far as
to assert that God surrounded the ark with lions and bearsto keep the peopleaway. To me thisisanother
act of YHWH’s mercy to mankind to continue the Messianic ling even amidst judgment, which would
eventually provide redemption (cf. Gen. 3:15).

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 7:17-24

"Then theflood cameupon theearth for forty days, and thewate increased and lifted up theark,
sothat it rose abovethe earth. *Thewater prevailed and increased grealy upon the earth, and the
ark floated on the surfaceof thewater. **Thewater prevailed moreand moreupon theearth, sothat
all the high mountains everywher e under the heavens were covered. “The water prevailed fifteen
cubits higher, and the mountains wer e covered. #*All flesh that moved on the earth perished, birds
and cattle and beasts and every swar ming thing that swarms upon the earth, and all mankind; #of
all that wason thedry land, all in whose nostrilswasthe breath of the spirit of life, died. *ThusHe
blotted out every living thing that was upon the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping|
things and to birdsof the sky, and they were blotted out from the earth; and only Noah was left,
together with thosethat werewith himintheark. »Thewater prevailed upon theearth onehundred
and fifty days.

7:19 The language of this verse certainly implies a world-wide flood (cf. 8:21; Il Pet. 3:6). Asfor the
theology of the flood, its extent isirrelevant. Thereis not a consistent flood depost even in Mesopotamia
much less the whole world! Floods were common in M esopotamia because of the two large river systems
that combine at ther mouths.

7:22 “the breath of the spirit of life” (cf. note at 1:30).
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Thisisastudy guide commentary, which meansthat you are responsible for your own interpretation of
the Bible. Each of us must walk in the light we have. You, the Bible, and the Holy Spirit arepriority in
interpretation. Y ou must not relinquish this to a commentator.

These discussion questions are provided to help you think through the major issues of this section of
the book. They are meant to be thought-provoking, not definitive.

What is your understanding of the phrase “the sons of God” and why?
Why do you think that angels would want to take human women?
Who were the Nephilim?

How could God repent?

What does it mean to walk with God?

Why weren't the fish judged dong with the land animal s?

What is a clean and uncl ean animal i n Noah's setting?

Weas the flood | ocal or universa? Why?

©ONOUTAWN P
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GENESIS 8

PARAGRAPH DIVISIONS OF MODERN TRANSLATIONS

NASB NKJV NRSV TEV NJB
Noah's Deliverance The Great Flood The End of the Flood The Flood Subsides
(6:5-8:22)
8:1-5 8:1-5 8:1-5 8:1-5 8:1-5
8:6-12 8:6-12 8:6-12 8:6-12 8:6-12
8:13-19 8:13-14 8:13-19 8:13-14 8:13
8:14
They Disembark
8:15-19 8:15-19 8:15-19
God's Covenant with Noah Offers Sacrifice
Creation
(8:20-9:17)
8:20-22 8:20-22 8:20-22 8:20-22 8:20-22

READING CYCLE THREE (see p. vii)
FOLLOWING THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR' SINTENT AT THE PARAGRAPH LEVEL

Thisis astudy guide commentary, which means that you are responsible for your own interpretation
of the Bible. Each of us must walk in thelight we have. You, the Bible, andthe Holy Spirit are priority
in interpretation. Y ou must not relinguish thisto a commentator.

Read the chapter in one sitting. Identify the subjeds. Compare your subject divisions with the five
translations above. Paragraphing is not inspired, but it is the key to following the orignal author’s
intent, which istheheart of interpretation. Every paragraph has one and only one subject.

1. First paragraph

2. Second paragraph

3. Third paragraph

4. Etc.

WORD AND PHRASE STUDY

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 8:1-5

'But God remember ed Noah and all thebeastsand all the cattlethat werewith himin theark; and
God caused awind to passover theearth, and thewater subsided. ?Alsothefountainsof the deep and
the floodgates of the sky were closed, and the rain from the sky was restrained; 3and the water
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receded steadily from the earth, and at the end of one hundred and fifty daysthe water decreased.
“In the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark rested upon the mountains of
Ararat. *Thewater decreased steadily until thetenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day of
the month, the tops of the mountains became visible.

8:1“God” Thisistheterm Elohm. See notesat Gen. 1:1

¥ “remembered” Thisterm isused in the sense of God taking appropriate and personal action towards
someone (cf. 8:1; 9:15; 16; 19:29; 30:32; 40:23; 42:9).

¥ “Noah” Thisname may mean “rest,” apopular etymology based on sound, not philology.

¥ “God caused awind” God used anatural meansin an accelerated way to dry up the flood waters, v. 2,
asHe did in the Exodus (cf. Exod. 14:21).

It isalso possible to see God' s acts in chapter 8-9 as paralleling God' s actsin chapter 1. Thisisanew
beginning for mankind. If so, the wind here parallels “the Spirit hovered” of 1:2.

¥ “subsided” This same termis used for the anger of the King in Esther 2:1.
8:4 “the mountains of Ararat” This has been explained in three ways. (1) a mountain on the

Turkey/Russian border; (2) amountain to the north near Lake Van; and (3) the termitself refersto awhole
mountain range (Assyrian urarto), not specificaly a peak (notice the plural “mountains’).

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 8:6-12

*Then it came about at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he
had made; “and he sent out araven, and it flew hereand thereuntil thewater wasdried upfromthe
earth. ®Then he sent out a dove from him, to seeif the water was abated from the face of the land;
*but the dove found no resting place for the sole of her foot, so shereturned to himinto the ark, for
thewater wason thesurface of all theearth. Then heput out hishand and took her, and brought her
intotheark to himself. °So hewaited yet another seven days; and again he sent out thedove from the
ark. *Thedove cameto him toward evening, and behold,in her beak wasafreshly picked oliveleaf.
So Noah knew that the water was abated from the earth. **Then he waited yet another seven days,
and sent out the dove; but she did not return to him again.

8:6 “forty days’ This phrase usually means “along, indefinite period of time.” In this context, the dates
are so specific it might mean forty exactly.

¥ “thewindow” Thisisadifferent teem from 6:16. Itssize and location are uncertain but probably in the
roof itself.

8:6-12 Becareful not to allegorizethese birds! Thereisan exact parallel in Mesopotamian literature which
seems too specific for coincidence.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 8:13-19

3Now it came about in the six hundred and fir st year, in thefirst month, on thefirst of themonth,
thewater wasdried up from the earth. Then Noah removed the coveringof theark, and looked, and
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behold, the surface of the ground wasdried up. **In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of
themonth, theearth wasdry. *Then God spoketo Noah, saying, **" Go out of the ark, you and your
wifeand your sonsand your sons wiveswith you. *’Bring out with you every living thing of all flesh
that iswith you, birdsand animalsand every cregping thing that creepson the earth, that they may
breed abundantly on the earth, and befruitful and multiply on theearth." *®So Noah went out, and
his sons and his wife and his sons' wiveswith him. Every beast, every creeping thing, and every
bird, everything tha moves on the earth, went out by their families from theark.

8: 13" Noah removed the covering” Thisseemsto imply he removed part of theroof. Although later this
same term will refer to the animal skin covering of the tabernacle, it cannot mean that here.

8:15 “ God spoke to Noah” This entire context reveals the patience and obedience of Noah.

8:17 This command of God parallels Gen. 1:22.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 8:20-22

“Then Noah built an altar to the Lorb, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird
and offered burnt offeringson thealtar. ?TheL orp smelled the soothing aroma; and theL orD said
to Himself, " | will never again curse the ground on account of man, for theintent of man'sheart is
evil from hisyouth; and | will never againdestroy every livingthing, asl havedone. ?Whiletheearth
remains, Seedtimeand har vest, And cold and heat, And summer and winter, And day and night Shall
not cease."

8:20“then Noah built an altar” Hisfirst act wasthat of worship and thanksgiving. Sacrificeisan ancient
ingtitution (cf. 4:3; 12:7,8; 13:18; 22:19).

¥ “every clean animal” The criteria determining clean and unclean is uncertain (cf. 7:2), but apparently
was related to sacrifice, not dietary guidelines (df. Lev. 11; Deut. 14).

8:21"theL orp smelled thesoothing aroma” ThisphraseisusedintheBibleinthe sense of God accepting
an offering (especially Lev. and Num.). It does not imply that the meat was food for God. Israel never
viewed the sacrificial system asfood for divine beings as the surrounding nations did.

J “1 will never again cursetheground.. .l will never again degroy every livingthing” These parallel
statementsshow thetension in God’ s heart between Hislove (cf. Isa. 54:9) for His creationand Hisjustice.
Mankind is evil and corrupt but God has chosen to work with usin time and set it straight in the eschaton
(i.e. last days).

Although itissurely truethat God promises never to send another flood, 11 Pet. 3:10 assertsthat Hewill
purify the earth with fire. God will work with sinful mankind but His goal is righteousness (cf. Lev. 19:2;
Matt. 5:48).

¥ “the intent of man’s heart is evil from his youth” The evil so evident before the flood (cf.
6:5,11,12,13) is still within fallen mankind, as Noah and his family will clearly show!
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8:22 1t is this constancy in nature that has given rise to modern western science. God established
uniformitarianian (i.e. theregular, uniform activities of naure). However, notice the initial phrase “while
the earth remains.” Verse 22 is printed in English tranglations in a poetic passage.
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GENESIS 9

PARAGRAPH DIVISIONS OF MODERN TRANSLATIONS

NASB NKJV NRSV TEV NJB
God's Covenant with God's Covenant with Noah ~ God's Covenant with Noah ~ The New World Order
Creation
(8:20-9:17)
9:1-7 9:1-7 9:1-7 9:1-6 9:1-7
9:7
9:8-17 9:8-17 9:8-17 9:8-17 9:8-11
9:12-16
9:17
Noah and His Sns Noah's Curse upon Canaan  Noah and His sons Noah and His Sns
9:18-19 9:18-19 9:18-19 9:18-19 9:18-19
9:20-27 9:20-23 9:20-27 9:20-27 9:20-27
9:24-27
9:28-29 9:28-29 9:28-29 9:28-29 9:28-29

READING CYCLE THREE (see p. vii)
FOLLOWING THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR' SINTENT AT THE PARAGRAPH LEVEL

Thisisastudy guidecommentary, which meansthat you are responsible for your own interpretation of
the Bible. Each of us must walk in the light we have. Y ou, theBible, and the Hdy Spirit arepriority in
interpretation. Y ou must not relinquish this to a commentator.

Read the chapter in onesitting. ldertify the subjects. Compare your subject divisions with the five
trandations above. Paragraphing is not inspired, but it isthekey to following the origind author’ sintent,
which isthe heart of interpretation. Every paragraph has one and only one subject.

1. First paragraph

2. Second paragraph

3. Third paragraph

4. Etc.

WORD AND PHRASE STUDY

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 9:1-7

*And God blessed Noah and hissonsand said tothem," Befruitful and multiply, and fill theearth.
“Thefear of you and theterror of you will beon every beast of theearth and on every bird of the sky;
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with everything that aeepson the ground, and all thefish of the sea, into your hand they are given.
3Every moving thing that is alive shall be food for you; | giveall to you, as| gave the green plant.
*Only you shall not eat flesh with itslife, that is, itsblood. *Surely | will requireyour lifeblood; from
every beast | will require it. And fr om every man, from every man'sbrother | will requirethelifeof
man. *Whoever shedsman'sblood, By man hisblood shall be shed, For in theimage of God Hemade
man. ‘Asfor you, befruitful and multiply; Populate the earth abundantly and multiply in it."

9:1“Befruitful and multiply, and fill theearth” Thisisasecond beginning for mankind (cf. 1:28). but
notice that sin has caused a change in the command, “ subdue and have dominion” is left out.

9:2“fear. . .terror” Mankind has anew relationship withthe animals, not peace and friendship asin Eden
and the eschaton (Isaiah 11), but terror. The Septuagint adds “cattle” to theverse but domestic animals are
not affected.

9:3"Every movingthingthat isaliveshall befood for you” Mankindwasorigina ly avegetarian (& least
in the garden of Eden) but since thefall and since no aops could be produced for awhile, meat was made
available. Also noticethat therewas no distinction between clean and unclean animal sasfar asconsumption
was concerned (very different from Lev. 11), but there was a distinction in sacrifice (cf. 7:2ff).

9:4 “you shall not eat flesh with itslife, that is, its blood” Thisis the theological foundation for the
sacrificial system (cf.Lev. 17:10-16; Deut. 12:16,23; Ads15:29) and the significance of thedeath of Christ.
Sin costs alife. God mercifully substituted an animal life.

9:5-6“ By man hisblood shall beshed” Thisisthefirst stlatement of “eyefor eye’ justice. It shows God's
ordaining government the right of capital punishment. Inthe OT, this was accomplished by the “go’el”
(kinsman redeemer). For possible NT references see Acts 25:11 and Rom. 13:4.
Verse5isprosewhilev. 6 is printed inpoetic parallel lines.
Thereisapossible Hebrew word play which may even affect etymology between blood (dam) and man
(adam). In Assyrianthe term man (adamu) is rd ated to sanctuary (adman). Therefore, there may be alink
between blood-worship-mankind (cf. Robert B. Girdlestone, Synonyms of the Old Testament, p. 45).

¥ “For in theimage of God He made man” This shows the priority of humankind (cf. 1:26,27; 5:1,3).
What an awesome privil ege and responsibility.

9:7 " Populatetheearth abundantly” The rabbis say that because of the context of murder (vv. 5-6) those
who refuse to have children also violate this command.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 9:8-17

8Then God spoke to Noah and to his sonswith him, saying, ** Now behold, | Myself do establish
My covenant with you, and with your descendants after you; °and with every living creature that
iswith you, thebirds, thecattle, and every beast of theearth with you; of dl that comesout of theark,
even every beast of theearth. "I establish My covenant with you; and all flesh shall never again be
cut off by thewater of theflood, neither shall thereagain beaflood to destroy theearth." **God said,
"Thisisthe sign of the covenant which | am making between Me and you and every living creature
that iswith you, for all successive generations; 3| set My bow in the cloud, and it shall befor asign
of a covenant between Me and the earth. **It shall come about, when | bring a cloud over the earth,
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that thebow will beseen in thecloud, and | will remembea My covenant, which isbetween Meand
you and every living creature of all flesh; and never again shall thewater become aflood to destroy
all flesh. **When the bow isin the cloud, then | will look upon it, to remember the everlasting
covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that ison theearth." *And God said to
Noah, " Thisisthesign of the covenant which | have established between Me and all flesh that ison
theearth.”

9:9“1 Myself doestablish” Thiscovenant isunconditional and totally from God’ sgrace. (cf. 9,11,12,17).
Other covenants including Adamic and Abrahamic had conditions. See Specia Topic on Covenant on p.
59.

9:12*all successivegenerations’ “All” (olam), asinv. 16, means“ever-lasting.” AlsoRashi mentionsthat
“generations’ ismisspelled in the Hebrew text. Heinterprets that as meaning that thecovenant isonly for
generations with faulty faith.

9:13 “bow. . .a sign” The rainbow may first have appeared here. Genesis 2:5-6 implies tha initially
watering took place in adifferent way fromrain (i.e. mist from the ground). Itisjust possible that the bow
was aweapon that God put down (i.e. will not destroy mankind in judgment). It is also possible that God
put a new meaning to acommon physical occurrence.

9:15"1 will remember” Thiswas asign for God and mankind. Thisisaphysical item symbolizing the
fact that God does not forget (similar to the concept of “the book of life”).

¥ “never again shall thewater become a flood to degroy all flesh” This does not mean no floods at all
but no universal flood that destroys all mankind and animal kind.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 9:18-19

¥Now the sonsof Noah who came out of the ark wer e Shem and Hamand Japheth; and Ham was
the father of Canaan. *These three were the sons of Noah, and from these the whole earth was
populated.

9:18 “Shem” The etymology of this name can be “renoun” or “name.”
¥ “Ham” This name can mean “dark” or “burnt.”

¥ “Japheth” The etymology of this name can be “extender” or “enlarged” (See Hebrew word play inv.
22).

¥ “Canaan” Heis mentioned for possibly two reasons: (1) Noah's drunkenness and resulting cursewill
affect Canaan or (2) the Canaanites became Israel’s major theologcal problem in later years (i.e. Moses
lifetime).

9:19 This was the repeatedly stated purpose of God (i.e. fill the earth). The tower of Babel wasin direct
deviance to this.
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It is interesting that modern DNA studies have concluded that the original humans came from north
Africawhile modern philosophy has determined that all human languages started in northern India. Notice
how geographically near thisisto the biblicd account.

Apparently all the different races of humans are direct descendants of these threebrothers. Modern DNA
research has shown that humans of all races are genetically the same!

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 9:20-27

“Then Noah began farmingand planted a vineyard. *Hedrank of the wine and became drunk,
and uncovered himself inside histent. ?Ham, thefather of Canaan, saw the nakedness of hisfather,
and told histwo brother soutside. #But Shem and Japheth took agar ment and laid it upon both their
shoulders and walked backward and covered the nakedness of their father; and their faces were
turned away, so that they did not seetheir father's nakedness. *When Noah awoke from hiswine,
he knew what his youngest son had done to him. #So he said, " Cursed be Canaan; A servant of
servantsHe shall beto hisbrothe's." *Healso said, " Blessed bethe Lorp, The God of Shem; And
let Canaan behisservant. ?May God enlarge Japheth, And let him dwell in the tents of Shem; And
let Canaan be his servant.”

9:20 “Noah began farming” The NASB and RSV trandations seem to read too much into the Hebrew
wording; Noah was not the first farmerSwhat about Cain (4:2) or Lamech (5:29)?

9:21"became drunk” Drunkennessisdeplored over and over again in Scripture (cf. Prov. 23:29-35). Yet
wineis not the problem, but mankind’s misuse of it (cf. Deut. 14:26; Ps. 104:15; Prov. 31:6-7).

SPECIAL TOPIC: WINE AND STRONG DRINK
I. Biblical Terms
A. Old Testament
1. Yayin-Thisisthegenaal termfor “wine,” whichisused 141 times. The etymology isuncertain
becauseit isnot from aHebrew root. It dways meansfemented fruit juice, usually grape. Some
typical passages are Gen. 9:21; Exod. 29:40; Num. 15:5,10.

2. Tirosh - Thisis “new wine.” However, because of climaic conditions of the near east,
fermentation began as soon as 6 hours after extracting thejuice Thisterm referstowineinthe
processof fermenting. For sometypical passages see: Deut. 12:17; 18:4; Isa. 62:8-9; Hos. 4:11.

3. Asis- Joel 1:5 and Isa. 49:26 show that it is obviously alcohoalic.

4. Sekar - Thisistheterm“strongdrink.” It hassomething addedto it to makeit moreintoxicating.
The same Hebrew root is used in the term “drunk” or “drunkard.”

B. New Testament
1. QOinos- Thisisthe Greek term parallel to yayin (cf. Prov. 20:1; 31:6; Isa. 28:7).
2. Gleukos- The unfermented juice of grapes (cf. Acts 2:13).

[1. Fermentation
A. Fermentation begins very soon, often the first day (6 hrs. after juice is extracted).

B. When adlight foam appears on the surface, Jewish tradition says that it isliable to the wine-tithe
(Ma aseroth 1:7).

C. The primary fermentation is over in one week.
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D. The secondary fermentaion takes about 40 days. At this stage it is considered aged wine and can
be offered on the atar (Edhuyyoth 6:1).

E. Winethatisrestingonits“lees’ (aging sediment) isconsideredgood, but wine must be straned well
before use.

F. Three years is the longest period of time that wine can be stored. It is called “old wine.” It ig
considered the best usually after one year of fermentation.

G. Onlyinthelast 100 years, with sterile conditions and chemical additives, hasit become possibleto
postpone the fermentation process

[11. Biblica Usage

A. Old Testament

1. Wineisadgift of God (d. Gen. 27:28; Ps. 104:14-15; Eccl. 9:7, Hos. 2:8-9; Jodl 2:19,24; Amos
9:13; Zech. 10:7).

2. Wineis part of asacrificial offering (cf. Exod. 29:40; Lev. 23:13; Num. 15:7,10; 28:14; Jdg.
9:13).

3. Winewas used at Isragl’ s feasts (cf. Deut. 14:26).

Wine is used as medicine (cf. Il Sam. 16:2; Prov. 31:6-7).

5. Winecanbearea problem (Noah: Gen. 9:21; Lot: Gen. 19:33,35; Samson: Jdg. 16:19; Nabal:
| Sam. 25:36; Uriah: 11 Sam. 11:13; Ammon: |1 Sam. 13:28; Elah: | Kgs. 20:12; Rulers: Amos
6:6; Ladies. Amos 4).

6. Winehasitsaccompanyingwarning against abuse (d. Prov. 20:1; 23:29-35; 31:4-5; Isa. 5:11,22;
19:14; 28:7-8; Hos. 4:11).

7. Winewas prohibited tocertain groups (Priestson duty, Lev. 10:9; Ezek. 44:21; Nazirites, Num.
6; rulers, Prov. 31:4-5; Isa. 56:11-12; Hos. 7:5).

8. Wineisused in an eschatological setting (cf. Amos 9:13; Joel 3:18; Zech. 9:17).

>

B. Inter-biblical
1. Winein moderation isvery helpful (Ecclesiasticus 31:27-30).

2. The rabbis say “Wine is the greatest of all medicine, where wine is lacking, then drugs are
needed” (BB 58b).

3. Mixed wine and water is not harmful, but delicious, and enhances one’s enjoyment (Il Macc.
15:39).

C. New Testament

Jesus turned water into wine (cf. John 2:1-11).

Jesus used wine (cf. Matt. 11:16, 18-19; Luke 7:33-34; 22:17ff)

Peter accused of drunkenness on “new wine” at Pentecost (cf. Acts 2:13).

Wine used as medicine (cf. Mark 15:23; Luke 10:34; | Tim. 5:23).

Leaders are not to be abusers. This does not mean total abstainers (cf. | Tim. 3:3,8; Titus 1.7;
2:3; | Pet. 4:3).

6. Wine used in eschatological settings (cf. Matt. 22:1ff; Rev. 19:9).

o s wbdPE
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7. Drunkennessis deplored (cf. Matt. 24:49; Luke 11:45; 21:34 | Cor. 5:11-13; 6:10; Gal. 5:21,
| Pet. 4:3; Rom. 13:1-14)

IV. Theological Insight

A. Didlectical Tension
1. Wineisthe gift of God.
2. Drunkennessisamajor problem
3. Our exampleis Christ (cf. Matt. 15:1-20; Mark 7:1-23; Rom. 14; | Cor. 8:7-13).

B. Tendency to go beyond God-given bounds
1. Godisthe sources of all good things.
2. Man has abused dl of God' s gifts by taking them beyond bounds.

C. Abuseisin us, not in things. There is nothing evil in the physical creation (cf. Rom. 14:14, 20).

9:22“ saw thenakednessof hisfather, and told histwo brothersoutside” Ham’ssinwashisirreverence
for hisfather (d. Lev. 18:7ff). Hebrews were very conscious of nakedness.

In atheological sense, this shows the continuing downward pull of thefall. Noah drunk! Ham intensely
enjoying both hisfather’ sfolly and nakedness! This propensity towardsirreverence and abuseof sexuality
becomes so evident in Canaan’ s descendantd  The tendencies must have been evident to Noah who curses
Canaan, not Ham.

As a postscript, this episode has nothing, nothing to do with a biblical depreciation of the black race.
Africans surely came from Ham but Canaanites were not black!

9:24 “Noah. . .knew” He possibly knew because he asked, but probably it was by the coveringthat Shem
and Japheth placed on him.

¥ “youngest son” Ham is always listed second in the list of Noah's sons. This Hebrew word can bea
superlative “youngest” or comparative “younger.”

9:25“ So he said” Remember the Hebrew concept of the power of the spoken word, Gen. 1, aswell asthe
importance of the parental blessing, Gen. 49.

¥ “Cursed be Canaan” The rabbis say Canaan saw Noah's nakednessfirst and told his father, Ham, but
probably Noah saw thisevident disrespectful character inHam’ syoungest son, or Canaan, theyoungest son,
isaway of referring to all of Ham’s descendants. Notice tha thisis not a curse by God but by a a cohol
abusing Noah!

¥ “servant of servants’ Thisis a Hebrew superlative meaning “lowest servant.” This was fulfilled in
Joshua’' s conquest of Palestine!

9:26“theLorD” "YHWH” seemsto bethe special use of the covenant name (see note at 2:4) to recognize
Shem as the chosen line.
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¥ “the God of Shem” Shem means “name” and may be aplay on God' s special name, YHWH. Theline
of Shem isthe Messianic line. Thisisin opposition of 11:4!

9:27 “let him dwdll in the tents of Shem” Some see this (1) in a political sense like the domination of
Roman or European culture or (2) in aspiritual sense of the inclusion of the Gentiles with the blessings of
the Jews, which was also part of the Abrahamic covenant (cf. 12:3; Eph. 2:11-3:13).

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 9:28-29
*Noah lived three hundred and fifty years after the flood. *So all the days of Noah wer e nine
hundred and fifty years, and he died.

9:29 Death still reigned (cf. chapter 5)!

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Thisisa study guide commentary, which meansthat you are responsible for your own interpretation of
the Bible. Each of us must walk in the light we have. Y ou, the Bible and the Holy Spirit are priority in
interpretation. Y ou must not relinquish this to a commentator.

These discussion questions are provided to help you think through the major issues of thissection of
the book. They are meant to be thought-provoking, not definitive.

How did the fall affect God’ s covenant with Noah?
Is capital punishment abiblical precept (cf. v. 6)?
Did Noah curse the black race?

To what does verse 27 refer?

PODNPE
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GENESIS 10

PARAGRAPH DIVISIONS OF MODERN TRANSLATIONS

NASB NKJV NRSV TEV NJB
Nations Descend from The Tableof the Nations The Descendants of The Peopling of the Earth
Noah Noah's Sons
10:1 10:1-5 10:1 10:1 10:1
10:2-5 10:2-5 10:2-5 10:2-5a
10:5b
10:6-14 10:6-14 10:6-14 10:6-12 10:6-7
10:8-12
10:13-14 10:13-14
10:15-20 10:15-20 10:15-20 10:15-20 10:15-19
10:20
10:21-31 10:21-31 10:21-31 10:21-31 10:21
10:22-23
10:24-30
10:31
10:32 10:32 10:32 10:32 10:32

READING CYCLE THREE (see p. vii)
FOLLOWING THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR' SINTENT AT THE PARAGRAPH LEVEL

Thisisa study guide commentary, which meansthat you are responsible for your own interpretation of
the Bible. Each of usmust walk inthelight we have. You, the Bible, and the Holy Spirit are priority in
interpretation. Y ou must not relinquish this to a commentator.

Read the chapter in one sitting. Identify the subjects. Compare your subject divisions with the five
trandations above. Paragraphing isnot inspired, but it is the key to following the original author’ s intent,
which isthe heart of interpretation. Every paagraph has one and only one subject.

1. First paragraph

2. Second paragraph

3. Third paragraph

4, Etc.
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INTRODUCTION

A. What isthe theological purpose of the detailed nature of chapter 10?

1.

2.

3.
4.

It shows that God is concerned with all nations. Chapter 11 is chronologically out of order.
This seemsto show that 10 isnot aresult of 11:1-9 but 1:28; 9:1,7.

It sets the stage for the call of Abraham and his seed as a kingdom of prieststo bring all the
world to YHWH (cf. 12:3; Exod. 19:5-6).

It follows the pattern of Genesis of the narrowing focus of the Messianic line (d. 9:26).
There seems to be about 70 groups mentioned. The rabbis say that thereare 70 languages of
the world, possibly from Deut. 32:5. Many link Luke 10:1 with this to assert the worldwide
missionary thrust of the Gospel.

B. How and why does it disagree with modern ethnologicd research?

1

Modern research is based on linguistic principles while the biblical account focuses on
geographicd data. This geographical information is affected by (1) date and (2) people
movements both from migration and war (cf. Ezek. 16:3; Hosea 12:7).
One must take into account the theological nature of this account
a. Sdlective coverage
b. Unity of mankind (Adam and Noah)
c. Those nations farthest from contadt with Israel ae dealt with least (or not at all)
This chapter contains many plural names. This shows that often an ancestor stands for a
group. Often, groups occupy more than one geographical location.
Thisis not awestern, detailed, scientific account. We often forget that thisis the first attempt
at alist of thistype. Itsaccuracy is asaured by our pre-suppositiond commitment to
Scripture. However, this does not mean it was meant to inform us exhaustively in all areas or
conform to our western mind-set. For itsday it is shockingly accurate!
Thislist, as all of the Torah, was subject to scribal revisions and updating. Several of the
namesin thislist (i.e. Cimmerians, Scythians, Philistines, and Medes) are not found in other
ancient Near Esstern literatureuntil 1500-1000 B.C.
It is possible because the peoples of Asiaand Polynesia (and thereby the Americas) and many
of the peoples of Africaare not dealt with, that this list may only include parts of the racial
diversity observabletoday. If thisistruethen it isatheological overstatement to say the
races came directly from Noah'’s three children.

Thisis not meant to diminish the oneness of humans (which DNA studies have confirmed)
which is clearly asserted in the original human pair in Gen. 1 and 2.

C. Itsstructure

1.
2.
3.

Japheth, vv. 2-5, occupies the region north of Mesopotamia from Spain to the Caspian Sea.
Ham, vv. 6-20, ocaupies the region south of Mesopotamia from AfricatoIndia

Shem, vv. 21ff, deals with the Semites' occupation of Mesopotamiafrom the Mediterranean
Seato India

WORD AND PHRASE STUDY

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 10:1

'Now these arethe records of the gener ations of Shem, Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah;
and sonswere born to them after the flood.
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10:1“ Now these are therecords of the generations’ This phaseisrepeated three timesin the context of
chapters 10 and 11 (10:1; 11:5,27). This may have been the author’s way to outline the book or a
Babylonian colophon to mark the cuneiform clay tablets that go together.

¥ “Shem, Ham, and Japheth” Thisorder of listing their namesis not primarily related to their age but a
theological arangement, listing those in the Messianic line first, and those farthest removed last.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 10:2-5

*Thesonsof Japheth were Gomer and Magog and M adai and Javan and Tubal and M eshech and
Tiras. *The sons of Gomer were Ashkenaz and Riphath and Togarmah. “The sons of Javan were
Elishah and Tar shish, Kittim and Dodanim. °From thesethecoastlandsof thenationswer e separ ated
into their lands, eva'y one accor ding to hislanguage, according to their families, into their nations.

10:2"“ Gomer” Thisseemsto refe to the Cimmerianswhich arementionedin Homer’ slliam, chapter 11:13-
19. Theyinhabited northern AsiaMinor. They possibly migrated north and became Europeantribal groups.
This can be seen through a similar term for them in north Germany, “Cimbi” and in Wales, “ Cymri.”

¥ “Magog” There hasbeen much discussion about thisname because of its connection to Ezek. 38-39 and
end-timeevents. However, it must be asserted that Magog, along with Meshech and Tubal, also mentioned
inv. 2, are primarily tribes connected with Asia Minor and the coast of the Bleck Sea. It is quite possible
that they migrated north and became the tribal groups of modern Russia. But, in ancient times, they were
much closer to the Promised Land. Most assert that Magog is connected with the Scythians, southeast of
the Black Sea. Thisinformation comes from Josephus.

¥ “Madai” Most assert that this refers to the Medes, who lived south and southwest of the Caspian Sea,
who become so important to Israel in their joining with Persia to overthrow the Neo-Babylon Empire
(Nebuchadnezzar).

¥ “Javan” Thisseemsto refe to the lonian (southern) Greeks (cf. Dan. 8:21; 10:20; 11:2). Thisgroupis
spelled “ Javana” in Sanskirit; “Juna’ in old Persian and “ Jounan” on the Rosettastone. They later became,
not only the kingdom of Greece, but possibly a part of the seapeoplesinthe Aegean area (i.e. Phoenicians
and Philistines).

¥ “ Tubal” Many assert that thisrefersto the Tibereniansof central AsiaMinor. Both Tubal and Meshech
occur in Ezek 38-39 asresiding in AsiaMinor.

¥ “Meshech” Many assert that thisis atribal group who lived south and southwest of the Black Sea (cf.
Ezek. 27:13; 32:26; 382; 39:1). Thisinformation comes from Herodotus.

¥ “Tiras’ There have been several possible identifications for this group, as is so common among
commentators. Many of these names and locdes are simply uncertain. The possibilities include (1) the
Etruscans; (2) an Aegean pirate nation called Pelasgians; (3) Josephus saysthe Thracians; or (4) Rashi says
that it refersto Persia.

10:3“ Ashkenaz” Thisisthe name adopted by later Jews of Europe (i.e. Germany). The current theories
are (1) Scythiansin the area of Germany; (2) people closeto Lake Urumia; or (3) atribal group of Bithynia
in AsiaMinor.
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¥ “Riphath” This has been alleged to be a tribal group near the river Rhebas or a tribal group near the
Bosphorus.

¥ “ Togarmah” These are (1) atribal group inthe area of Cappadociain AsiaMinor; (2) near the ancient
city of Carchemish; or (3) atribal group in Phrygia. All three of these possibilities arein modern Turkey.

10:4" Elishah” Most assert that thisrefersto the native popul ation of Cypress. They arementioned in Ezek.
27:7.

¥ “ Tarshish” Although Albright located this at Sardinia, most modern researchers locate it in southern
Spain (i.e. Tartessos). Itismentioned in Il Chr. 9:21; Ps. 48:7; 72:10; Jonah 1:3; 4:2).

J “Kittim” There is aconsistent opinion that this refers to the settlers on the east coast of Cypress.

¥ “Dodanim” Many assert that the similarity between the Hebrew letters, D (T) and R (1), has been
confused and that thisrefersto thetribal inhabitants of thelsland of Rhodes (cf. NIV trandlation). However,
othersassert that itis northern Greece and still otherssay it issouthern Italy. It isobviousthat thisissimply
unknown.

10:5" From thesecoastlands of the nations’ Thisphraseisused metaphorically for far away peoples, but
hereit seemsto refer to the inhabitants along the coast of the Mediterranean and Black Seas which follows
the migration of the children of Japheth.

¥ “their lands. . .hislanguage. . .their families. . .their nations” Thisseemsto be afourfold division of
how this chapter isdivided: (1) geographically; (2) linguisticdly; (3) ethnicaly; and (4) politicaly.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 10:6-14

*Thesonsof Ham were Cush and Mizraim and Put and Canaan. "Thesonsof Cush were Seba and
Havilah and Sabtah and Raamah and Sabteca; and the sonsof Raamahwere Sheba and Dedan. ®Now
Cush becamethefather of Nimrod; he became a mighty one on the earth. *He was a mighty hunter
before the Lorp; therefore it is said, " Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before the Lorp." °The
beginning of hiskingdom wasBabel and Erech and Accad and Calneh, in theland of Shinar. *From
that land he went forth into Assyria, and built Nineveh and Rehoboth-Ir and Calah, *?and Resen
between Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city. **Mizraim became the father of Ludim and
Anamim and Lehabim and Naphtuhim *and Pathrusim and Casluhim (from which came the
Philistines) and Caphtorim.

10:6“ Cush and Mizraimand Put and Canaan” These sonsof Ham are discussed further inthefollowing
verses. Cush in vv. 7-12; Mizrainm in vv. 13-14; and Canaan in vv. 15-19. Put, although not discussed,
seemsto refer either to East Africa (Somalia), southern Arabia, Libyaor Cyrene It isobvious from this
many possible locations that we are uncertain.

10:7 “Seba” This is the area of the upper Nile as far as we can tell from the information that is now
available. Itismentionedinlsa 43:3.

¥ “Havilah” Thisisliterally “sandland,” possbly located somewhere in Egypt.
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¥ “Sabtah” This can either be in the area of modern Ethiopia, which would be east Africa or acity in
Arabia

¥ “Raamah” This seems to be the Sabateans of southwest Arabia.
¥ “ Sabteca” Thisalso refersto Ethiopia

¥ “Sheba” Thisseemsto be the famous areaof the Queen of Sheba, southwest of Arabia(cf. | Kgs. 10:1-
10; Job 1:15; 6:19; Ps. 72:10,15; Isa. 60:6; Jer. 6:20).

¥ “Dedan” Thisseemsto be somewherein Arabia. It isobvious that the sons of Cush arelocated in east
Africaand the Arabian peninsula. It ismentioned in Isa. 21:13; Jer. 25:23; 49:8; Ezek. 25:13; 27:20.

10:8 “father of Nimrod” Nimrod is particularly named because he was a founder of the first major
civilization. Thiswould mean that descendants of Ham developed Babylon. Heislinked with the sons of
Cush because of the linguistic similarities to the name Kassites. There are two groupsfrom Cush, onein
V. 7 on the eastern side of the Red Sea and this onein v. 8 on the western side of the Red Sea.

¥ “Nimrod” Theterm seemsto mean “revolt” according to Rashi and Leupold. With thisin mind the next
two major phrases, “mighty one” and *“ mighty hunter,” areinterpreted negatively as“tyrant” or “ conqueror”
or “killer of men.” However, we are uncertan if thisisthe connatation, but it seemsto fit the context. This
man is going to build some of the major cities of Mesopotamia and he will apparently start the first world
power. Many haveasserted that thisrefersto Tukuli-ninurtal, buthedid not live until the thirteenth century
B.C. when he controlled Assyriaand Babylon. Hewas called Ninus, but histimeismuch too lateto fit that
of Nimrod. Others assert that thisrefersto Sargon I, ruler of the city of Akkad.

10:9 “a mighty hunter beforetheLorbp” Some commentators assert that God taking notice of a hunter
isbeneath Hisdignity, but if thephraserefersto thefirst conqueror and developer of ahuman world system
(cf. Mic. 5:6), then God taking notice of him is understandable.

10:10 “Babel” The Babylonians say that this term (bab-ili) means “the gae of the gods.” However, in
Genesis 11, the Jews interpreted it as meaning (balil), “ he confused.”

T All of thecitieslisted in this verse were mgjor citiesin Shinar at one time or another.

¥ “Calneh” Some say that this refers to a city of Nippur while others re-verbalize this to mean “all of
them.”

¥ “theland of Shinar” Thisislinguistically related to the term “ Sumer” or “ Sumeria.” It refersto an area
of southern M esopotamia.

10:11 “hewent forth into Assyria” Some say that thisrefersto Nimrod and that seems to fit thecontext
best (cf. Mic. 5:6). However, others, including the Septuagint, the Vulgate, the Syriac, Martin Luther, and
John Calvin, say it refersto Asshur.

¥ “Nineveh” Thisisthemajor capital of the Assyrian Empirelocated onthe TigrisRiver (cf. Il Kgs. 19:36;
Isa. 37:37; Jonah 1:2; 3:2-7; 4:11; Nah. 1:1; 2:8; 3:7; Zeph. 2:13)..
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¥ “Rehoboth-Ir” Thisliterally means “wide street city” or “wide places of the city” and probably isa
description of Nineveh.

¥ “Calah” Thisisamajor Assyriancity. Itsmodernnameis Nimrud which isobviously connected to the
name, Nimrod.

10:13“Mizraim” Many assert this refers to upper and lower Egypt.

¥ “Ludim” This may refer to Lydiansin AsiaMinor.

¥ “Anamim” This may be atribal group ocaupying theoasis west of Egypt.

T “Lehabim” This seemsto refer to the desert tribes of the northem African coast.

¥ “Naphtuhim” Thisseemsto bethetriba group near the city of Memphis. All of those mentionedinv.
13 are obviously connected with Egypt and the surrounding area.

10:14 “ Pathrusm” This means southland and probably refers to upper Egypt.

¥ “Caduhim (from which came the Philigines)” There has been much discussion about this phrase
becausefrom Amos 9:7 it seemsto imply that the Philistines came from Crete. Thisis one of those places
where this reference may be geographical. The continuing wave of invasions and migrations of the sea
peoples of the Aegean affected most of the coastlands of the Mediterranean word, including Egypt and
Palestine.

¥ “Caphtorim” This seemsto refer to the inhabitants of the island of Crete known as Caphtor.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 10:15-20

5Canaan becamethefathe of Sidon, hisfirstborn, and Heth **and the Jebusite and the Amorite
and the Girgashite *"and the Hivite and the Arkite and the Sinite 'and the Arvadite and the
Zemariteand theHamathite; and afterwar d thefamiliesof the Canaanitewer e spread abroad. **The
territory of the Canaanite extended from Sidon as you go toward Gerar, asfar as Gaza; as you go
toward Sodom and Gomorrah and Admah and Zeboiim, asfar asL asha. Thesearethesonsof Ham,
according to their families, according to their languages, by their lands, by thdr nations.

10:15 “ Sidon” Thisisthe famous Phoenician seaport and originally its capital, north of Palestine.

¥ “Heth” This seems to be a non-Semitic name. It is possibly the beginning of the Hittite group. In the
Bible they are located in two places: (1) around the city of Hebron and (2) north of Palestine in central
Turkey. They dominated this entire region between 1800-1200 B.C. Thetribal group called Hivites may
also be connected to the term Heth.

10:16 “the Jebusite” These were the occupants of the dty of Salem or Jebus, later Jerusdem.
¥ “Amorite” Theterm Amorite can beacollective term (cf. Gen. 15:6) like theterm Canaanite. Wethink
it had the connotation of “high-lander” (the literal name meant “westerner”) while Canaanite had the

connotation of “low-lander” (the literal name meant “land of purple’). In the Bible the inhabitants of
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Canaan are listed in several places: (1) by two tribal groupsin Gen. 13:7, 34:30; Judg. 1:4,5; (2) by seven
nationsin Deut. 7:1; Josh. 3:10; 24:11; (3) by ten nationsin Gen. 15:19-20; and (4) the most common usage
is asixth nation designation that is used the mgjority of timesin the Pentateuch.

¥ “ Girgashite” ThiswasaCanaanitetribe often namedin thevariouslists of thetribesof Canaan (cf. Gen.
10:16; 15:21; Deut. 7:11; Josh. 3:10; 24:11; Neh. 9:8; | Chr. 1:14), but no locality is ever identified.

10:17 “theHivite” They seemto betheinhabitants of central Palestine. Someidentify themwith Hurrians.
Numbers 13:29 is a good geographical summary of the division of these tribesin Palestine.

¥ “Arkite’ This seemsto be the inhabitants of a coastal city and island north of Sidon.
¥ “Sinite” Thisseemsto be the inhabitants of acity close to Arke.

10:18 “ Arvadite’ Thisseemsto refer to the inhabitants of an island off the coast north of Palestine. Like
the two previous onesit is north of Tripolis.

¥ “Hamathite” Thisrefersto the inhabitants of a city on the Orontes River.

10:19 “Sodom and Gomorrah and Admah and Z eboiim” These are cities of the plains that God later
destroys. They are locaed in the southern end of the Dead Sea.

¥ “Lasha” Jerome says that this was east of the Dead Sea.

10:20 Thisisasummary of the divisions much likev. 5.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 10:21-31

ZA|so to Shem, thefather of all the children of Eber, and the older brother of Japheth, children
were born. #The sons of Shem were Elam and Asshur and Arpachshad and Lud and Aram. #The
sonsof Aram wereUz and Hul and Gether and M ash. #*Arpachshad becamethefather of Shelah; and
Shelah becamethefather of Eber. Two sonswereborn to Eber; the name of the one was Peleg, for
in hisdaystheearth wasdivided; and hisbrother'snamewas Joktan. *Joktan becamethefather of
Almodad and Sheleph and Hazar mavethand Jer ah ?’and Hador am and Uzal and Diklah #and Obal
and Abimael and Sheba 2and Ophir and Havilah and Jobab; all these were the sons of Joktan.
®Now their settlement extended from Mesha as you go toward Sephar, the hill country of the east.
#Thesearethesonsof Shem, accordingtotheir families, accordingtotheir languages, by their lands,
according to their nations.

10:21 “Eber” The etymology of this name is very similar to the term “Hebrew,” which refers to a much
wider group than simply theJews. There hasbeen much speculation about the connection between Eber and
the phrase found on many documents and stelg(s) in Egypt called “Habiu” (cf. Gen. 14:13). A possible
etymology of the name Ebe is“to pass over and through,” which seems to imply a nomadic group.

¥ “the older brother of Japheth” Rashi asserts that the Hebrew is ambiguous as to who is the older
brother.
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10:22 “Elam” Thiswas amajor kingdom to the east of the Tigris River whose capital was Shushan. This
is probably the most eastern of the groups mentioned in this chapter.

¥ “Asshur” This can refer to (1) aperson; (2) acity; or (3) anation (i.e. Assyria).

¥ “Arpachshad” Thisseemstobeatribal group north of Nineveh (another capital of Assyria). TheNIV
trang ation has Arphaxad.

¥ “Lud” This possibly refers to the Lydian nation of Asia Minor. Heroditus asserts that they claimed
origin from Nineveh, aSemitecity.

¥ “Aram” Thisrefersto the area of modern Syria.

10:25 “Peleg” This is the specific line from which Abraham will come and it is fully discussed
genealogically in 11:18-27.

¥ “for in hisdays the earth was divided” The Hebrew term literally means “irrigation canals’ which
would fit southern Mesopotania, but the popular etymology is“divisions.” Thereisasound play between
Peleg and divided (niplega). This may to refer to the dividing of the languages mentioned in chapter 11.
Therefore, the dispersions of chapter 10 are out of chronological order when compared to chapter 11.

10:26-29 Thisis a delineation of the Arabian tribes.
10:28 “ Sheba. . .Havilah” This, along with Asshur inv. 22, seems to be included in both the Hamite list

and the Semite list. Thisis either because of (1) geographical migration; (2) victories of war; or (3) the
merging of twofamilies by marriage. Thislist isnot specific in many ways.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 10:32

#Thesearethefamiliesof the sonsof Noah, accordingto their genealogies, by their nations and
out of these the nations wer e separ ated on the earth after the flood.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Thisisa study guide commentary, which meansthat you are responsible for your own interpretation of
the Bible. Each of us must walk in the light we have. Y ou, the Bible, and the Holy Spirit arepriority in
interpretation. 'Y ou must not relinquish this to a commentator.

These discussion questions are provided to help you think through the major issues of this section of
the book. They are meant to be thought-provoking, not definitive.

1. What isthe purpose of Genesis 10?

2. Why isNimrod singled out for special treatment?
3. Why arelsrael, Moab, and Edom not mentioned inthis list of nations?
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GENESIS 11

PARAGRAPH DIVISIONS OF MODERN TRANSLATIONS

NASB NKJV NRSV TEV NJB
The Tower of Babel The Tower of Babel The Tower of Babel The Tower of Babel
11:1-9 11:1-9 11:1-9 11:1-9 11:1-4
11:5-9
Shem'’ s Dexcendants Geneal ogies of Abraham The Descendant s of Shem The Patriarchs After the
flood
11:10-11 11:10-11 11:10-11 11:10-11 11:10a
11:10b-11
11:12-13 11:12-13 11:12-13 11:12-13 11:12-13
11:14-15 11:14-15 11:14-15 11:14-15 11:14-15
11:16-17 11:16-17 11:16-17 11:16-17 11:16-17
11:18-19 11:18-19 11:18-19 11:18-19 11:18-19
11:20-21 11:20-21 11:20-21 11:20-21 11:20-21
11:22-23 11:22-23 11:22-23 11:22-23 11:22-23
11:24-25 11:24-25 11:24-25 11:24-25
11:26 11:26 11:26 11:26
Terah's Descendants The Descendant of Terah The Descendants of Teah
11:27-30 11:27-30 11:27-30 11:27a
11:27b-30
11:31-32 11:31-32 11:31-32 11:31
11:32

READING CYCLE THREE (see p. vii)
FOLLOWING THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR' SINTENT AT THE PARAGRAPH LEVEL

Thisisa study guidecommentary, which meansthat you are responsible for your own interpretation of
the Bible. Each of us must walk in the light we have. Y ou, the Bible, and the Holy Spirit are priority in
interpretation. 'Y ou must not relinquish this to acommentator.

Read the chapter in onesitting. Idertify the subjects. Compare your subject divisions with the five
trandations above. Paragraphing isnot inspired, but it is the key to following the original author s intent,
which isthe heart of interpretation. Every paagraph has one and only one subject.

1. First paragraph
2. Second paragraph
3. Third paragraph
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4. Etc.

CONTEXTUAL INSIGHTS
A. The chronology of chapters 10-11 is reversed.

B. Although the confusion of languages with its resultant scattering of peoplesseemsto be an act of
judgment, remember that it isthe development of nationalismwhich has, up to this point, thwarted
the political movement toward a one world government. Therefore, this was in a sense another
blessing of God.

For the Christian, Pentecost was thetheological reversal of the Tower of Babel!

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 11:1-9

'Now the whole earth used the same language and the same words. It came about as they
journeyed east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. *They said to one
another, " Come, let usmake bricksand burnthem thoroughly.” And they used brick for stone, and
they used tar for mortar. “They said, " Come, let usbuild for ourselvesacity, and atower whosetop
will reach into heaven, and let us make for our selves a name, otherwise we will be scatter ed abroad
over theface of thewholeearth." *ThelLorbp camedown to seethecity and thetower which the ons
of men had built. °TheL orp said, " Behold, they areone people, and they all havethe samelanguage.
And thisiswhat they began to do, and now nothing which they purposeto do will beimpossible for
them. ‘Come, let Usgo down and there confusethdr language, so that they will not under stand one
another'sspeech.” ®Sothe L orp scattered them abroad from there over the face of thewholeearth;
and they stopped building the city. *Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the LorD
confused the language of the whole earth; and from therethe L orD scattered them abroad over the
face of the whole earth.

11:2“they journeyed east” Thisseems to i mply amovement from the location of the ark, the mountains
of Ararat. The literal phrase “journeyed’ means “pulled up stakes.” Mesopotamia is southeast of the
mountains of Ararat (which run from modern Turkey to Iran).

11:3 This describes the construction techniques that are historically accurate for Mesopotamia (no tress).
There were no rocks in this area, so bricks were fired. King James has “slime” but it obviously refers to
the black, sticky substance that boils up in thisarea. We would call it tar, asphalt, or pitch.

11:4 There seem to be four elementsinvolved in thisaccount: (1) the building of acity and atower; (2) the
size of which wouldrival the other structures of its day; (3) they wanted to make themselves a name; and
(4) they did not want to be scattered abroad (i.e. all the earth). The exact connotation of thisis uncertain.
Many have asserted that it relates to the Babylonian zigguras, but the Hebrew word is migdal which is
translated “fortified tower” (cf. Judg. 8:9-17). It isobviously an attempt by mankind to organize themselves
apart from God, and thereby to thwart Hiswill. Philo even saysthat they wrote their name on every brick
so that they would not be dispersed. Thisisthe first example of human pride, organized and functioning
apart from God (cf. Daniel and Revelation 18 and 19).
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11:7 “Let Usgo down” ThisisaPLURAL form, much like 1:26; 3:22. Although this passage seems
anthropomorphicin English, it is not referring to a weakness on God' s part but to an act of grace whereby
He stops sinful mankind from trying to run their livesin their own fallen way (cf. Rom. 1-3).

11:9" Babel” Itisinteresting to note that archaeol ogy has unearthed literary documents fromthe Sumerian
culture in Mesopotamia which assert that at this time all people spoke in one tongue (i.e. Samuel Noah
Kramer in hisarticle “The Babel of Tongues: A Sumerian Version” in Journal of the American Oriental
Society, 88:108-111). The popular Hebrew etymology is “confusion,” which seems to describe God's
confusing their onelanguage. Babylon becomesasymbol of afallen world power, exemplified in Nimrod,
later in Nebuchadnezzar, and finally in the sea beast of the book of Revelation.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 11:10-11

“Thesear etherecords of the generations of Shem. Shem wasone hundred yearsold, and became
the father of Arpachshad two years after the flood; and Shem lived five hundred years after he
becamethe fatha of Arpachshad, and he had other sons and daughters.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 11:12-13

2Arpachshad lived thirty-five years, and became the father of Shelah; **and Arpachshad lived
four hundred and three years after he became the fatha of Shelah, and he had other sons and
daughters.

The Masoretic Text excludes Kainan in v. 13 but the Septuagint includes him as does L uke 3:36.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 11:14-15

1“Shelah lived thirty years and becamethefather of Eber; **and Shelah lived four hundred and
three years after he became thefather of Eber, and he had other sons and daughters.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 11:16-17

°Eper lived thirty-four years, and becamethefather of Peleg; ‘and Eber lived four hundred and
thirty yearsafta he becamethefather of Peleg, and he had other sons and daughters.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 11:18-19

®peleg lived thirty years, and becamethefather of Reu; *and Peleg lived two hundred and nine
years after he became the father of Reu, and he had other sons and daughters.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 11:20-21

“Reu lived thirty-two years, and becamethe father of Serug; #*and Reu lived two hundred and
seven year s after he becamethe father of Serug, and he had other sons and daughters.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 11:22-23

“Serug lived thirty years and becamethefather of Nahor; “and Serug lived two hundred years
after he becamethe father of Nahor, and he had other sons and daughters.

96



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Thisisastudy guide commentary, which meansthat you are responsible for your own interpretation of
the Bible. Each of us must walk in the light we have. You, the Bible, and the Holy Spirit arepriority in
interpretation. Y ou must not relinquish this to a commentator.

These discussion questions are provided to help you think through the major issues of this section of
the book. They are meant to be thought-provoking, not definitive.

1. What was the tower of Babel?
2. What was man trying to do in Gen. 1 against God?

INTRODUCTION TO GENESIS 11:24-13:18
A. Thissection of Genesis begins the fuller discussion of the line of the Messiah through Abraham.

B. Genesis fifty chapters are concerned with the redemption of God’ s covenant people, not creation.
Calling oneto call al isthe focus of the book.

C. Abramisseeninhisweaknessesaswell asin hisfaithfulness. The God of election and mercy calls
him out for his own redemptive purposes

D. God chose Abraham tochooseaworld (df. 12:3c; Exod. 19:4-6; |1 Pet. 2:5,9; Rev. 1:6). God wants
all people made in Hisimage to be redeemed (d. Gen. 3:15; Ezek. 18:23,32; | Tim.2:4; 11 Pet. 3:9)

E. The Talmud specifies seven blessings of the call:
Abram would be the father of a great nation.
He would be blessed in hislifetime.

His name would be renowned.

He would be a blessing to others.

Others will be blessed who honor him.
Others will be cursed who reject him.

His influence woud be universal.

NogbkrowdrE

WORD AND PHRASE STUDY

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 11:24-25

“Nahor lived twenty-nineyears, and becamethefather of Terah; *and Nahor lived onehundred
and nineteen years after he becamethe father of Terah, and he had other sons and daughters.

11:24 “Terah” “Terah” possibly means “tarying,” “delaying” or “migrating.” From Josh. 24:2 it is
obvious that he and his family were pdytheists. The names of his family suggest primarily that they
worshiped the moon goddess Zin. She was worshiped in Ur, Tema, and Haran. However, Gen. 31:53
implies that he knew of YHWH.
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NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 11:26
“Terah lived seventy years, and became the father of Abram, Nahor and Haran.

11:26“ Abram, Nabor and Haran” Thismight be the order of importance and not age. The name Abram
can mean (1) “exalted father”; (2) “exalter of father”; or (3) “the Exalted One is my father.” The name
Nahor means “panting” or an Assyrian place named, while Haran means “ mountaineer.”

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 11:27-30

“’Now thesear etherecordsof thegener ationsof Terah. Terah becamethefather of Abram, Nahor
and Haran; and Haran becamethefather of Lot. Haran died in the presence of hisfather Terahin
the land of his birth, in Ur of the Chaldeans. ®Abram and Nahor took wives for themsdves. The
name of Abram'swife was Sarai; and the nameof Nahor'swifewas Milcah, the daughter of Haran,
thefather of Milcah and I scah. **Sarai was barren; shehad no child.

11:28 “Haran died in the presence of hisfather Terah” ThisisaHebrew idiom for Haran dying before
hisfather.

¥ “theUr of the Chaldeans’ The Chaldean culture developed (i.e. built on the strengths of the Sumerian
culture) and thrived af ter Abram’ s day.

11:29*and I scah” This person and the reason for he presencein this verseis unknown. Therabbis (also
Josephus, Jerome, and Augustine) say it is Sari, but the text asserts that they have different fathers.

11:30“ Sari wasbarren” The inability of Sari, Rachd , and Rebeccato have children wasone of theways
God used to exhibit Hispower and control of human history and genealogy. Human sexual generation is
not the key aspect to the lineage of the Messiah.

This same style of theological aspect to Israel’s history is also seen in the fact that the firstborn is not
inthe Messianic line. Culturally thefirstborn wasthe head of the clan, but not so among YHWH’ s people.
It was His choice!

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 11:31-32

%Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai hig
daughter-in-law, hisson Abram'swife; and they went out together from Ur of the Chaldeansin order
to enter the land of Canaan; and they went asfar asHaran, and settled there. **The days of Terah
weretwo hundred and five years; and Terah died in Haran.

11:31 “they went out” There is much discussion as to whether Terah took his family or if Abram took
them. Some postulate God calling Terah but he lapsed back intoidolatry. It scemsto be that Abrahamis
the focusof the entire section, not Terah. By leaving Ur Abram was leaving not only his extended family,
but also their national deities. Heleft acomfortable, settled lifeto follow anew God who had gpokento him
in rather cryptic fashion.

11:32 “the days of Terah were205 years’ When one adds 11:26 with 12:4 which equals 145 years and

subtractsthisfrom 205, it becomes obviousthat Terah lived 60 years after Abraham left Haran. Thisseems
to conflict with Stephen’ ssermonin Acts 7:4. Several aspectsof Stephen’ shistorical review conflictswith
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our understanding of Old Testament history. Possibly he was using rabbinical interpretation. Others assert
that Abram, though listed first in 11:26, was born much later and that Stephen was accurate.
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DOCTRINAL STATEMENT

| do not particularly care for statements of faith or creeds. | prefer to affirm the Bible itself. However,
| realize that a statement of faith will provide those who are unfamiliar with me a way to evaluate my
doctrinal perspective. In our day of so much theological error and deception, the following brief summary
of my theology is offered.

1. The Bible, both the Old and New Testament, istheinspired, infallible, authoritative, eternal Word of
God. Itisthe self-revelation of God recorded by men under supernatur al leadership. It isour only source of
clear truth about God and His purposes. It is aso the only source of faith and practice for His church.

2. Thereisonly one eternal, creator, redeemea God. He isthe creator of all things, visibleand invisible.
He hasrevealed Himself asloving and caring although Heisalso fair and just. He hasrevealed Himself in
three distinct persons. Father, Son and Spirit, truly separate and yet the same in essence.

3. God is actively in control of His world. There is both an eternal plan for His creation tha is
unalterable and an individually focused one that allows human free will . Nothing happens without God's
knowledge and permission, yet He allowsindividual choices both anong angels and humans. Jesusis the
Father's Elect Man and all are potentially elect in Him. God's foreknowledge of events does not reduce
humans to a determined pre-written script. All of us are responsible for our thoughts and deeds.

4. Mankind, though aeated in God'simage and free from sin, chose to rebel agai nst God. Although
tempted by a supernatural agent, Adam and Eve were responsible for their willful self-centeredness. Their
rebellion has affected humanity and creation. We are al in need of God's mercy and grace both for our
corporate condition in Adam and our individual volitional rebellion.

5. God has provided a means of forgiveness and restoration for fallen humanity. Jesus Christ, God's
unique son, became a man, lived a sinless life and by means of his substitutionary death, paid the penalty
for mankind's sin. He is the only way to restoration and fdlowship with God. There is no other means of
salvation except through faith in His finished work.

6. Each of us must personaly receive God's offer of forgiveness and restoration in Jesus. This is
accomplished by meansof volitional trustin God's promisesthrough Jesusand awillful turning from known
sin.

7. All of us are fully forgiven and restored based upon our trust in Christ and repentance from sin.
However, the evidence for this new relationship is seen in achanged, and changing, life. The goal of God
for humanity is not only heaven someday, but Christlikeness now. Those who are truly redeemed, though
occasionally sinning, will continue in faith and repentance throughout their lives.

8. The Holy Spirit is"the other Jesus." He ispresent in the world to lead the lost to Christ and develop
Christlikenessin the saved. The gifts of the Spirit are given at salvation. They are the life and ministry of
Jesus divided among His body, the Church. The giftswhich are basically the attitudes and motives of Jesus
need to be motivated by the fruit of the Spirit. The Spiritisactivein our day asHewasinthebibical times.

9. The Father has made the resurrected Jesus Christ the Judge of dl things. He will return to earth to
judge al mankind. Those who have trusted Jesus and whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life
will receivetheir eternal glorified bodiesat Hisreturn. They will bewith Him forever. However, those who
haverefused to respond to God's truth will be separated eternally from thejoys of fellowship with the Triune
God. They will be condemned dong with the Devil and his angels.

Thisis surely not complete or thorough but | hope it will give you the theological flavor of my heart. |
like the statement:

“In essentials—unity, In peripherals—freedom, Inall things—love.”
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